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ichard Beyma, VA
ill O'Neal, NY
athan Hill, MD

ob Heinzmann, FL
ndy Lewis, DE
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MHDNESE & | Jeff Finkelday, OH

K. Gutermuth, NC
K. Engelmann, it

fo Terry Coleman, CA
R D. Gutermuth, NC

LY Terry Coleman, CA
t 54 1992-2011

Top Laurelists

Richard Beyma, VA 51
George Young, VT 39
John Emery, SC 39
Chris Byrd, CT 30
Bill O’'Neal, NY 18
Aran Warszawski, is 18
John Miklos, GA 18

e T Nathan Hill, MD 12

= Kevin Emery, SC 12
Richard B , VA Va

e S Jeff Paull, IN 12

Top Laurelists

Bruce Monnin, OH 112
Terry Coleman, CA 93
Dennis Nicholson, NY 90
John Coussis, IL 79
Ken Gutermuth, NC 74
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 68
Harry Flawd, PA 67
Peter Staab, PA 66
Bruce Reiff, OH 64
Derek Landel, NY 58

Marvin Birnbaum, NY

4 Manoeuvre (MAN) )

Four swiss rounds advanced eight to single elimi-
nation. The tie breaker was based on having
played the lesser played countries from 2010. Only
two nations were played 20 or more times compared
with five last year. It seems the tie-breaker points
have changed preferences. The W-L records for the
countries in win percentage order were: France 16-7,
Ottoman Empire 8-4, Britain 10-7, Spain 6-5, Prussia
9-9, Russia 9-13, Austria 4-8, and USA 0-9.

Three unbeatens again led five 3-1 survivors
into the play-offs after application of tie-breakers.
Only two players who made the playoffs in 2010
repeated that run in 2011. In quarter-final action,
the only repeating laurelists met early with Rich-
ard Beyma’s British defeating 2009 champ John
Emery’s French. Bill O'Neal’s British topped Bob
Heinzmann’s Austrians. Nathan Hill’s Spanish
downed Henry Rice’s British while Nathan's fa-
ther, Allen, used the French to defeat JR Tracy’s
British. So the British took the field in all four
Round 5 matches, going 2-2.

Bill’s Russians then defeated Nathan’s Austrians
while Richard’s Ottomans dismissed Allen’s British.
For the second year in a row, a father and son duo
made to it the semis and no further. And again, the
son edged his father for the third place plaque. There
would be no switching of sides to compare quality
of wins this year. The Final was one game—winner
take all. Nation choices were down to
two and since neither wanted to play the
USA, it was Richard’s Prussians taking

the championship from Bill's Austriansj

\
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aarin Engelmann finally decided to

test the waters after years of procras-
tination. She went straight from the MMS
demo to wins over Chris Palermo, Mark Yoshi-
kawa, and Rob Rund. So much for years of sports
game experience! Not content with humiliating
the men, Kaarin also took it to former champ Deb-
bie Gutermuth to win the heat!

Elsewhere, it was the tale of two Kens. Former
champ Gutermuth plowed through Dennis Nichol-
son, Nicole Reiff, Jeremy Billones, and Rob Rund.
Ken Samuel tried to emulate his namesake with the
top seed in the third heat—but came up short in the
heat Final vs. Marvin Birnbaum'’s balanced attack.
After all of that, Jeff Finkeldey practically snuck into
the Final Four, despite a double-overtime thriller
over Max Jamelli, and wins vs Nicole Reiff, and
Doug Porterfield. Doug’s big accomplishment was
logging the biggest upset of the event by depriving
defending champ Bruce Reiff a chance to defend his
crown. By the time of the regional final, it was prac-
tically ordained that Jeff would find a way to win,
and he came from behind to beat four-time cham-
pion Terry Coleman by three points on the last roll.

Jeff’s luck continued against Kaarin’s upstarts
in the Final Four as foul trouble put an end to her
Cinderella run, 65-63. Meanwhile, Mar-
vin had managed to defeat Ken's team %
in the other semi, putting the ‘02 Caesar =~ %
in position for his second MMS title.
Deadlocked at halftime, Marvin pulled

4 March Madness (MMS)
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Qway to claim his 14th BPA tournament. ~ &
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¥Scott Cornett, FL.
8 Jason Long, PA
8 Marc Beauregard, qc
1 Eyal Mozes, MD
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2011 Results
“¥Johan Vanhuyse, bg
8 Sam Edelston, CT
8 Jeff Cornett, FL
1 Chuck Turpin, VA
o Jeff Paull, NJ
FiDavid Metzger, NY

% Sam Edelston, CT
t 70 2004-2011

'
New faces manned the Final this
& year with no returning finalists
and only two former laurelists in view.
Scott Cornett slow played the semi-final wait-
ing until the end to fill his boat with free goods.
This was sufficient to carry him to a huge lead
over former champions Carmen Petruzelli and
Doug Galullo. Scott maintained his lead and
never looked back, breezing into the Final with
a 30-point victory over Doug—a margin of vic-
tory that cost the 2001 champ his seat at the
Final. The other two semi-finals proved closer
and advanced a pair of runners-up and winners
absent from the laurelist rolls: Jason Long, Chris
Grech, Marc Beauregaurd and Eyal Mozes.
Goods were at a premium in the Final dur-
ing the commodities shortage resulting from
commodities being discarded. Scott and Marc
were tied with 53 points after one round, trail-
ing Jason’s 56. Chris and Eyal were 20 points far-
ther back. Scott closed the gap in Round 2 to two
points while Marc slipped five points behind
Jason. Eyal made a run at the leaders to finish
the round only 11 behind Jason. Chris became
a long shot at this point, falling 30 points off the
pace. In Round 3 Scott eked out a one-point win
over Jason to become the third Cornett to win

the Medici title and completed the

family in the Medici laurels list. It
was his sixth title after an absence

4 for 4 performance of the Cornett

of several years. )

Top Laurelists Top Laurelists
Harald Henning, CT 82 Joe Harrison, KY 117
Jeff Cornett, FL 68 Robert Eastman, NV 68
Tom Stokes, NJ 55 Jonathan Miller, DC 57
Gary Noe, FL 52 Sam Edelston, CT 54
3 L Doug Galullo, FL 44 Steve Lollis, MD 54
b= Bruce Reiff, OH 43 Johan Vanhuyse, bg 40
| Kevin Wojtaszczyk, NY 42 Gordon Rodgers, PA 36
£ e, Peter Staab, PA 40 A John Skiba, NY 30
\ Ann Cornett, FL 40 Scott Gibson, VA 30
Sl L Robert Drozd, IL 38 Johan van Huyse b Harrison Anderson, PA 26
Medici (MED) N\ Memoir ‘44 (M44) A

Designer Richard Borg, was present, providing
six new scenarios on the German invasion of
Crete in printed WBC 2011 booklets. The field was
the largest in five years, and included three former
champions. In the first four rounds, the Germans
were all Special Forces, while the Allies had a tank
(but only two figures) and usually artillery. There
was a lot of terrain, and players had to use it. As
usual, the format was six rounds, SE, with a Mulli-
gan the night before. All three former champs (Joe
Harrison, Steve Lollis, and John Skiba) had been
eliminated by Round 4.

An eliminator was enlisted to reduce the field
to an even number to no avail. So Round 5 ended
with three players still kicking: Sam Edelston (9-1),
Jeff Cornett (8-2), and Belgium’s Johan Vanhuyse
(8-2). A “round robin” was played, eliminating Jeff.

The Final was Galatos, a 7-medal game with a
2-medal town. In Game 1, Johan’s Germans were
victorious in six turns. Sam was lucky to escape
with a 7-3 loss. In the rematch, Johan advanced
his artillery into the town. Sam lacked center
cards, so he concentrated on the flanks. When
he finally got a unit into Galatos, the Allies oblit-
erated it and regained the town medals. Now,
with a 6-3 lead, Johan played an Armor Assault
with his one tank, close-assaulting a full-strength
German infantry. He rolled three grenades and
an infantry. Boom! 7-3 for the
second game, too, and our first
foreign champion was crowned
@ dominant fashion. )




2011 Results
¥Bill Crenshaw, VA
8 Eric Wrobel, MD
8 Charles Kickok, PA
8 K. Gutermuth, NC
b Vassili Kyrkos, NY
b Eyal Mozes, MD

% Richard Irving, CA
48 1991-2011

rk Love, MD
L 1998-2011

Top Laurelists

Bill Crenshaw, VA 126
Eric Wrobel, VA 118
Joe Abrams, CT 66

Eyal Mozes, MD 61

Luke Koleszar, VA 58
Steve Dickson, CA 56
Debbie Otto, MO 56
’ Charles Hickok, PA 55
- Ed Wrobel, VA 52
:
o Crenshaw 2 Chuck Foster, TX )

Top Laurelists

Nick Henning, CT 140

Marvin Birnbaum, NY 118

Rebecca Hebner, CO 77

Steve Scott, CA 68

Joe Sposito, NJ 63

David Brooks, TN 62

Tom Meier, VA 50

Matthew Beach, MD 45

= - David Meyaard, CT 30
Daniel Val, es 30

4 Merchant of Venus (MOV) )

e three heats filled 20 tables. The closest was
Table 1 where each player would have won
if they had but one more turn, even though the
winner, Eric Monte, had a minor glitch. His Mul-
ligan Drive equipped Clipper rolled a 1-1-1-1 and
rerolled one for a 2. On Table 4, Richard Irving -
using an early Spy Eye—bypassed a Relic Yellow
Drive to claim a Mulligan Gear. The bluff paid off
in victory as the Drive was still there when he re-
turned to the Asteroid System. Table 10’s Debbie
Gutermuth ended with $2,072 but finished second
to Kevin Wojtaszczyk. Aaron Fuegi won the closest
game of the tournament over Michael Holmquist -
by a single credit, $2,009 to $2,008 in Heat 3!

14 of the 19 winners and two alternates ad-
vanced. It was a good day for former champions
with five still in the running. 2001’s Bill Crenshaw
edged Debbie Gutermuth (2009), Alex Gesing and
Richard Irving. Ken Gutermuth cruised over Jim
Fardette, Patrick Maloney and Eric Monte. Defend-
ing champ Eric Wrobel prevailed over John Cor-
rado, Kevin Wojtaszczyk and Gary Dickson. 2002s
Charles Hickok cashed the last golden ticket by a
mere $130 over Vassili Kyrkos, Eyal Mozes (2006)
and Doug Faust.

The Final featured three former champs and an
overdue fourth (Ken). Bill used an early Jump Start
to establish a loop only he could use
and consequently took a relatively
easy win. All four finalists selected
a science fiction DVD as a supple-

mental prize provided by the GM.)

("Monsters Ravage America (MRA) )

I_Egh]ights: Mike Eoppolo was the top MON-
TAR of the Silver Screen. He was sent to Holly-
wood three times, but won a heat, and the semi-final.
Alex Bell created a Rawage board four times the size
of the original complete with miniature skyscrapers
and monsters. Young Andrew Doughan became the
top seed in the adult tournament, the only player to
win three heats, in addition to winning the Junior
plaque. Kelly Czyryca won two heats.

The Final shaped up as a duel of three-time
champs with Marvin Birnbaum'’s Air Force & Konk
team tangling with Nick Henning’s Navy & To-
mangi duo. Derek Landel countered with Marines
& Bronacle of the Depths, while Mike Eoppolo field-
ed Army & Frothomir. Konk stomped Baltimore-
Washington repeatedly, and gained health from
mutation. Tomanagi stomped LA and San Fran-
cisco. Frothomir attacked Boston, NYC and Toronto
before mutating at 3-Mile Island. Bronacle stomped
Chicago and St. Louis before mutating with Whip
Tentacles only to meet Mike’s Blonde Lure and be
sent to Hollywood permanently!

Tomanagi initiated the Challenge round. Bro-
nacle never broke out of Hollywood. Marvin at-
tacked and beat the military monsters, but was left
with only 11 health with which to face Nick’s 30
health. Konk continuously gets the best of Tomanagi,
but the attrition is telling. Konk, cut
down to two health faces Toman-
agi’s six, but strength wins in the end
as Nick Henning becomes “King of
@e Monsters” for the fourth time.
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¥Bruce Young, SC
8 Tom Eskey, MD
8 Jim Castonguay, PA
8 Nick Frydas, uk
8 ML Casselberry, PA
8 F. Czawlytko, MD

% Melvin Casselberry,PA
t 54 2003-2011

3 VAl | ATRATIGIC o

lavid Dockter, MN

evin Sudy, VA
om Gregorio, PA

Paths . Glory

eter Reese, VA
27 1999-2011

Top Laurelists

Bruce Young, SC 206
John Emery, SC 138
Lane Hess, PA 132
Henry Russell, PA 102

Melvin Casselberry, PA 99
Ed Rothenheber, MD 96
Scott Moll, VA 80
Mike Casselberry, PA 60
David Gantt, SC 60
Forrest Speck, MD 60

&

Bruce Young, SC

Top Laurelists
Tom Drueding, MA 428

Stefan Mecay, TX 352
David Dockter, MN 328
Peter Reese, VA 258
Chris Byrd, CT 208
Rob Hassard, NJ 181

Marvin Birnbaum, NY 174
Nick Anner, NY 162
Jim Falling, MI 117
Stephan Valkyser, de 96

(" The Napoleonic Wars (NW5) )

ick Frydas selected Britain, leaving the French

to Melvin Casselberry. Tom Eskey, choosing
third, opted for Prussia and Jim Castonguay hast-
ily claimed Russia—leaving hapless Bruce Young
to play Austria. Napoleon forced march to Venice
so Bruce quickly knew he was in for a long day. He
fell back, reinforced by the arriving Russians, and
Parliament did its part. So far, so good —the Coali-
tion held firm. The British fared poorly, losing both
Naples and Lisbon. France led but was denied a
victory roll by British and Austrian card sacrifices.

Turn 2 dawned on campaigns in central Eu-
rope with Russian armies eventually taking Mu-
nich. Prussia remained neutral to enlist Turkish
allies. Britain landed in Spain, but Davout ensured
Spain’s loyalty. Wellington took Madrid on Turn 3
but Melvin played Dos de Mayo to break the Span-
ish pact before the conquest could be completed.
The Spanish ulcer, however, enabled the Russo-
Austrian armies to prevail. Neutral Prussia added
Sweden as Russia failed an attempted roll for vic-
tory, prompting Prussia to join the Coalition.

Turn 4 brought the French collapse. How-
ever, Napoleon was not yet done. With the Allies
in Paris, Melvin launched a heroic campaign in
the east, flagging Vienna and three other Aus-
trian keys using Overruns and resources gained
along the way to fuel the unlikely
campaign. However, it was all for
naught since he did not get the Ca-
pitulation card which would have

forced Austria’s surrender. /

4 Paths of Glory (POG) A

OG continued its recent fall from
ﬁ grace with a 46% decline from 2009
entry levels in a banner year for WBC at-
tendance. A casualty of this reduced field was the
infamous POG roll-off to complete the Elite Eight,
since we had just enough 2-1 records. The slow
attrition of the POG playoffs delivered a Final of
Peter Gurneau vs David Dockter.

The early game witnessed an aggressive series
of AP attacks in the West and an early Italian entry,
putting Peter’s CP on the defensive and leading to
a modified Defend-the-Rhine strategy. The early
mid game witnessed an aggressive Allied Balkans
strategy that eventually required two reinforced
German armies to subdue. On Turn 11, disaster
struck the Allied cause. The AP, using Allenby,
had started a spring offensive out of Egypt. As
summer arrived on Turn 10, the Allied player left
Allenby screened by only a corps and ordered AP
HQ to address the issue on the sixth impulse. HQ
got distracted, the season changed to fall and the
CP took and won a 50/50 shot at sending Allenby
to the showers.

On Turn 16, the great German offensive began
in the east. Despite a series of Russian entrench-
ments, the Tsar took command on Turn 17 and
fell on Turn 18, with the revolution and the treaty
following soon after that. The three Egyptian VPs
turned out to be the margin of
victory, resulting in our 8th POG
champion in 13 years as Peter won

@s first WBC shield.

/
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2011 Results
¥Jacob Hebner, CO

8 Chad Gormly, RI

8 Harry Flawd, PA

[ B. Passacantando, CT
[ Brian Conlon, CT

b Steve Scott, CA
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LY Harry Flawd, PA
t 52 1993-2011
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2011 Results
¥R]J Gleaton, SC
8 Joshua Arndt, MD
8 Carol Haney, CA
8 Brandon Bernard, PA
o Katie Elliott, MD
FJodi Folk, PA

(% Larry Lingle, PA
1101 2005-2011

Top Laurelists
Devin Flawd, PA 200
Harry Flawd, PA 192
Jacob Hebner, CO 42
B. Passacantando, CT 41

Bill O’Neal, NY 40

Mike Destro, NJ 36

Chad Gormly, MA 30

. Derek Landel, NJ 28

| Barry Shoults, NI 24

John Ellmann, MD 22

Top Laurelists
Tom Pavy, OH 69
Brandon Bernard, PA 52
Paul Weintraub, MD 51

R] Gleaton, SC 40
Chris Striker, PA 36
Ashley Collinson, MD 30
John Elliott, MD 30

Henry Pfeiffer, SC 27
Forrest Speck, MD 27
Joshua Arndt, MD 24

RJ Gleaton, SC

4 Paydirt (PDT) )

n the AFC heat, 44 players paired off, and after

two rounds of play, there were ten left stand-
ing. Both John Coussis and Robert Rund guided
their respective Patriot teams to wins, along with
Dan Dolan’s Steelers, Chad Gormly’s Titans, and
Harry Flawd’s Chargers. In the closing seconds,
2009 champ Bruno Passacantando chucked a
Hail Mary to overcome Rund, 34-31, and Chad
systematically destroyed Dolan 39-13. Chad and
Harry then played a classic back and forth game,
with Chad pulling out the 24-21 upset. So the
AFC title game was set, and again, it was back
and forth, until, Chad finally secured his spot in
the Super Bowl with a 35-34 victory.

The NFC heat attracted 26 coaches, six of
them new. Round 2 saw Brian Conlon’s Giants
defeat Joe Yaure’s Seahawks 24-21, Jacob Heb-
ner’s Bucs avenge some previous year “whoop-
ass” on Reiff’s Eagles 40-13, and Harry Flawd’s
version of the Eagles faring much better in down-
ing Conal Jaeger’s Redskins 40-37. Harry defeated
John Conlon 20-15, and Steve Scott got by Bruno’s
Packers 37-31. Jacob, who had fallen to Harry in
each of the last three seasons, met him again in
the NFC title game where Jacob rallied and hit a
bomb to the Eagles 2 with seconds left to win by 1!

The Final was a rare event with nary a
Flawd in sight and two players in their first

Final. Jacob pulled it out with an-
other long pass deep inside Titan
territory to hit the game (and title)

4 Pirate’s Cove (PRC) )

\ & winning FG! )

cutthroat on his first voyage? I
NG o8 J

he seven seas were downright crowded

this year with 101 cutthroats signing de
articles to sail with ol’” Cap’n Larry on one
or more of his four voyages for plunder and
adventure.

In the semi-finals Carol Haney, defend-
ing champ Brandon Bernard, Katie Elliott,
Josh Arndt and young R] Gleaton (by a single
point, no less) showed their merit by advanc-
ing to the Final. It twas a green crew—only
Brandon had sailed these waters before—but I
liked the cut of the jib of that cabin boy.

Shore enuff—ol’ Cap’n Larry can spot ‘em.
R] plundered all by hisself the first five turns
to take a big lead while the others kept slug-
ging it out for his scraps. R] had neither cards
nor parrot—just true grit. Brandon got sunk the
first six turns, coming close to former champ
Tom Pavy’s infamous record of sinking eight
times in a Final. Katie spent most of her time
at Pirate’s Cove repairing her ship. Methinks
she’s got an eye for the carpenter. Carol did a
little better but Josh collected point cards like
a squirrel hoarding nuts for the winter. When
the smoke cleared, R] had 42, and Josh added
eight points to his 33 to come up one short. Josh
would have blown RJ out of the water in a sud-
den death shootout, but ifs and buts ain’t worth
nothin” on the bounding main.

Have ya ever seen a finer speci-
men of manhood than this young
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¥Bob Woodson, NV
8 Jason Ley, WA
9 Steven LeWinter, NC
8 M. McCandless, LA
8 Chris Senhouse, MA
8 Alex Gesing, NY

Y Jim Castonguay, PA
t 161 2004-2011
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2011 Results
¥Randy Buehler, WA
8 Jason Levine, NY
8 Greg Thatcher, CA
5 Eric Freeman, PA
[ David Platnick, VA
[ Edward Fear, NY

Princes
of Flornce

% Eric Brosius, MA
t 61 2001-2011

Top Laurelists
Jim Castonguay, PA 173
Eric Brosius, MA 103
Kevin Garber, VA 90
Robert Woodson, NV 72
Richard Meyer, MA 72
Bill Murdock, NY 72
Bill Crenshaw, VA 63
| Patrick Shea, VA 60
Doug Galullo, MD 42
—— Daniel Eppolitto, CA 40

Top Laurelists
Rod Spade, PA 112
Eric Brosius, MA 100
L. Dan Hoffman, MD 72
Eric Freeman, PA 57
Aran Warszawski, is 50
Brian Reynolds, MD 50
John Kerr, VA 50
Arthur Field, SC 50
Doug Kaufman, MD 49

David Platnick, VA 45

4 Power Grid (PGD) )

T was the fifth straight year of greater atten-

dance as 51 games (primarily 5-player) were
logged in the preliminaries. 95 played in one
heat, 42 played in two, and 24 diehards played
in all three! Heat 1 generated 19 games with a
map choice of Germany or Spain & Portugal.
12 were played on the former. Heat 2 yielded
18 games with a map choice of Italy or Central
Europe. Heat 3 provided 14 games with a map
choice of USA or Benelux. The map choices
were split for the last two heats.

The Final used Japan; a very narrow five-
region map. Four of the five regions have one
city that is a 10/15 and all five have one city
that is a 15/20; this makes for nine less cities.
There are six 10/10/20 starting cities; one per
region with the Tokyo green region having
two. At game start a player may only build 0,
1, or 2 starting cities (the 10/10/20s). A signifi-
cant, game-altering rule is that you can start a
second network at any time by building into
your second starting city; enabling a player
to have two build areas on opposite ends of
the board!

Coal remained pricey throughout the game.
The two 7-power plants that did make it into
play gave Bob and Jason 15 uncontested pow-
er to separate them by just $3. Champion Bob

. Woodson improved on a 6th place
finish in 2010 so he now has both
coveted ends of the Power Grid

spectrum covered. )

Princes of Florence (POF) )

/
1 qualifiers and three alternates appeared for
the semis, but we needed only the top alter-
nate, Randy Buehler, to fill five 4-player games.
Jason Levine had the closest victory, by 1 PP over
Edward Fear, leaving Edward with sixth place
laurels. David Platnick won by a bigger margin
using a Builder strategy, and putting on only
three works but piling up 78 PP. Randy, our lone
alternate, won as well, beating two-time champ
Eric Brosius by 4 PP.

The Final was unusual, with David buying
four Forests and both Jason and Randy giving
up PP for money to fund purchases after spirited
bidding for a Lake and a Park in Round 7. After
the final set of actions, Eric was in the lead, but
each of the others had a Prestige Card yet to re-
veal, and the scores were close enough that these
cards would determine the winner. After adjust-
ing the players’ scores accordingly, Randy and
Jason were tied!

The rules provide a tiebreaker for such cases.
But neither Randy nor Jason had money left. Since
WBC tournaments cannot end in a tie, a second
tiebreaker was employed: the lowest-numbered
Profession card on the table wins. Randy’s Math-
ematician (#1) was lower than Jason’s Pharmacist
(#16) so Randy, the alternate, won on the second
tiebreaker in the closest POF Final ever
to cement his hold on the 2011 Consul- /.| 4\%)
ship with his third title of the week! The W[4
final scores were: Randy and Jason 56, ra Rl
Greg 55, Eric 53, David 51. z:(
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2011 Results
¥David Platnick, VA
8 Edward Fear, NY
¥ Sceadeau D'Tela, NC
8 Jason Ley, WA
8 Kenneth Horan, PA
8 Eric Freeman, PA

Y John Weber, MD
t 140 2002-2011

2011 Results
¥Richard Meyer, MA
8 Mike Kaltman, PA
8 Alex Lange, ae
8 Henry Dove, MD
[ Curt Collins II, PA
5 Luke Koleszar, VA

% Steve Scott, CA
t 170 2000-2011

Top Laurelists

Barb Flaxington, N] 173

David Platnick, VA 158

Christian Moffa, N] 104

John Weber, MD 100

Arthur Field, SC 96

Luke Koleszar, VA 66

Bill Murdock, VA 64

Y. Malinda Kyrkos, NY 63

e Raphael Lehrer, MD 60
Steve Pleva, CT 60

Top Laurelists

Alex Bove, PA 212
Tom Dunning, NY 178
Joe Jaskiewicz, MD 70
Winton LeMoine, CA 64
Mike Kaltman, PA 44
Steve Scott, CA 44
Richard Meyer, MA 40
David Buchholz, MI 40
Bobbi Warczak, CA 40
Chris Terrell, VA 40

4 Puerto Rico (PRO) )

avid Platnick’s resume includes three Prez-

Con wins and one at Origins, but the big
victory had eluded him. Although three consecu-
tive seconds gave him a high perch in the laurel
count, he had not added to that total in five years.
2011 would end all that. He won a tough opening
match, then went the rest of the way undefeated.
It was a well-deserved win for a player whose re-
cord in the first ten years of WBC has been the
most consistent: four Finals, five laurelist finishes,
eight years of semi-finals, and advancement to the
elimination rounds nine years out of ten. We have
had ten different champions in as many years.
However, Dave’s record is unparalleled. At the
outset, special prizes were awarded to those who
have participated in all ten events: Mike Back-
strom, Barbara Flaxington, John Jacoby, Cheryl
Mallon, Platnick, Bob Stribula, Kevin Walsh and
GM John Weber.

Then, it was on to 2011. The proverbial “tough
draw” applied in a couple of instances. 2006
Champ Chris Moffa was paired with Platnick in
a high scoring 3-player game that went to Dave,
63-60 with Marcy Morelli just one point back. This
was a reversal of the 2006 Final, where Chris edged
Dave by a half point in the closest Final to date,
with the difference being their respective bids.
There would be more trouble to come for the four
former Champs in the field, but
Dave had already passed his stern-
est test and was gaining momen-

tum as he progressed. )

Ra (RA!) N

a posted its tenth straight year of triple digit

fields. The four heats drew 12, 15, 17 and 16
games respectively. The top qualifier was Jennifer
Gorman, the only triple winner, as she followed
in the footsteps of female pioneer Lexi Shea as
the only winner of three games last year. Six
other qualifiers won twice. To further debunk the
“luck” rap that Ra has in some quarters, three of
those six were 4-time champ Alex Bove, 2006 vic-
tor Chris Terell and 2010 laurelist Alex Lange.

In 2010 the 82nd qualifier made the 25-player
semi’s due to no-shows. This year, that honor
went to Mark Parauda in the #98 position. In the
first semi-final, Jennifer Gorman collected her 4th
straight win. It was a monumental victory since
it ended defending champ Alex Bove’s quest for
an unprecedented 4th consecutive Ra title. An-
other former champ went down in the second
semi-final as Dominic Blais beat Chris Terrell by
7. Lexi Shea, who has won five heats in the past
two years and 2010’s third place laurelist Alex
Lange also ended their quest here. In semi-final
#3 Rich Meyer beat Carol Haney by 11 while
Harry Flawd took a break from the sports parlor
long enough to enjoy a comfortable 10-point win
in semi #4. Ken Horan completed the finalists by
edging Ed Fear by a single point, earning Ed 6th
place laurels.

The Final was a nail-biter befit-
ting a championship game as Rich
edged Dominic by one point to win
@s first Ra title and sixth overall.




2011 Results
¥ Aaron Fuegi, MA
8 Nick Kiswanto, VA
8 Charles Hickok, PA
8 Rob Renaud, NY
5 Pei-Hsin Lin, NJ
[ David Platnick, VA

IET=F=PF.4

% Stuart Tucker, MD
t78 2008-2011

on Secunda, MD
36 1991-2011

Top Laurelists

Robert Renaud, NJ 109
Aaron Fuegi, MA 48
Rob Kircher, RI 27
David Platnick, VA 27
Andrew Yao, VA 20
Doug Faust, NJ 20
Mark Delano, CT 20
Pei-Hsin Lin, NJ 18
Nick Kiswanto, VA 18
Don Sutherland, CT 18

Aaron Fuegi, MA

Top Laurelists
Mark McCandless, LA 122

Steve Okonski, MD 120
Ron Secunda, MD 101
Mark Kennel, DE 80
Doug Galullo, FL 80

Brian Conlon, OK 74
Inger Henning, CT 66

Angus McDonald, on 60
William Duke, MD 60
Chuck Foster, TX 60

Sue Lanham, MD

(" Race For the Galaxy (RFG) )

Ithough attendance hit a new low, it was

somewhat misleading since the new format
doubled the number of starts in each heat. Play-
ers needed to win just once in four opportunities
spanning two heats to advance. The defending
three-time champion, Robert Renaud, arrived late
for Heat 2 and found himself in a 5-player game,
coming in second to Eric Brosius. Fortunately, Re-
naud’s second game was an easier test, allowing
him to advance.

With four AWOL qualifiers, 28 winners played
in the quarter-finals. David Platnick won at the de-
fending champ’s table, but Renaud continued his
surprisingly challenged title defense by placing
second. In the semi-finals, the bar was raised, with
only winners advancing from the four 4-player
games. Charlie Hickok took advantage of a second
life to win by a healthy margin. Renaud returned
to form finally by running away with a 20-pt. vic-
tory over Geoff Pounder. Scott Anthony’s impres-
sive 4-for-5 run came to a sudden end in the closest
semi, falling short by seven points, while Fuegi
won by a single point over Pei-Hsin. Nick Kiswan-
to advanced over Platnick by nine.

Renaud started the Final with Earth’s Lost Col-
ony, Hickok had the Alien Factory, and Kiswanto
began with New Sparta. When the last satellite

Y had lost orbit, Renaud had 27 points,

) k Hickok 37, and Kiswanto 38, but
& Fuegi who started with the Imperial

Lk Warlord had 43 to become the first
' non-Renaud RFG champion. )

-

4 Rail Baron (RBN) )

utnumbered 12-1, three ladies dominated

the preliminaries over their male counter-
parts. Sue Lanham, Eve Secunda, and Inger Hen-
ning were the only players to win two heats. Sue
then proved she meant business by winning the
whole shebang. Eve Secunda was also a winner
of sorts - capturing the prize for visiting the most
“hostile” destinations (14) in a game.

The Final was more interesting than the aver-
age heat game. Five-player games ensure more
shortages with an increased chance of auctions.
Only Sue used the home swap rule, changing her
initial home city from Portland, OR to Oklahoma
City. The other Home cities, in turn order, were:
John - DC, Mark - Louisville, Gus - Kansas City,
and Brian - Chicago.

The end was anti-climactic. Gus did not have
enough cash to declare for Kansas City while in
Cleveland, so he rolled an unfriendly Jacksonville
destination. Sue delivered in Birmingham to reach
$250K. She found herself close enough to make
Oklahoma City. She “Declared”, needing a 9, and
rolled an 11, paid the $20k in use fees, and won her
first title. Player’s networks and cash on hand at the
end (in finish order) were: Sue PA, SP, MP, CB&Q,
N&W, SAL - 71% coverage, $231.5; Gus NYC,
AT&SF, D&RGW, CMSTP&P, SLSF - 55%, $194.5;
Mark B&O, GM&O, L&N, T&P - 35%, $102.5; John
UP, GN, WP, C&NW, SOU,
RF&P, IC, NYNH&H - 58%,
$21.5; Brian C&O, CRI&P,
QP, B&M, ACL - 46%, $46.
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2011 Results
¥Brad Johnson, IL
8 Charles Squibb, PA
8 Tom McCorry, VA
8 Jeff Finkeldey, OH
[ Bill Navolis, DE
[3Chris Gnech, PA

% Marc Houde, VA
t72 1999-2011

2011 Results
¥Richard Beyma, VA
8 Rob Beyma, MD
8 Art Lupinacci, on
i Martin Musella, VA
FoJim Tracy, OH
R Jeff Hacker, PA

% Rob Beyma, MD
t18 2006-2011

Top Laurelists

Top Laurelists

e introduced the Kaarin Engelmann Me-

morial Crash & Burn award that is pre-
sented to the player who is eliminated first in
each round. It comes complete with a player
aid based on a design by the namesake where
the palms of the hands have a large L and R on
them to guide them in their decisions. The very
first ever winner of this prestigious award was
the WBC’s own legal counsel, Scott Pfiefer. Ev-
eryone knows how good lawyers are with spa-
tial relationships. I suspect the player aid will
be useful to Scott in other aspects of his life as
well, like driving, and waving.

Only nine of 14 qualifiers appeared for the
semi-finals. Ryan Friedmann managed to be the
first and only player eliminated. Though both
Henry Pfiefer (like father like son, maybe Henry
can borrow Dad’s award), and Mark McCand-
less managed to snatch defeat from the jaws of
a third place finish. Sadly, one of our finalists
misread the schedule, and failed to arrive on
time for the last round. With only five players
and four plaques, it was questionable whether
anyone would have the temerity to earn the final
Crash & Burn award, but veteran Bill Navolis
did not let us down, losing his last robot on the
final leg of a tight race for third place, thus en-
suring that all of the finalists received
something to take home.

Oh, and Brad Johnson (yawn) won
his seventh Robo Rally title to move up

Brad Johnson, IL 288 Rob Beyma, MD 168

Bill Navolis, MD 61 Art Lupinacci, on 81

Alexandra Henning, CT 56 Richard Beyma, VA 72

Jason Levine, NY 50 Jim Eliason, IA 48

Jeff Finkeldey, OH 40 Jim Miller, VA 21

Scott Buckwalter, MD 40 Charles Catania, MD 15

d Bill Dyer, IL 40 4 Jim Tracy, OH 12

| Jeff Cornett, FL 40 ) Craig Champagne, NJ 12

- ff Ribeiro, NH 40 5 Martin Musella, VA 9

R el

Bra = Dan Lawall, VA 39 Richard Beyma MD Lembit Tohver, on 9

4 Robo Rally (RRY) \ (C  RussiaBesieged (RBS)

to orange on the Masters board. )

Qew champ! bl [

he more things change, the more they stay the

same. No, not a reference to politics, but the
end of the five-year reign of Rob Beyma and the
coming of age of Beyma the Younger. The rest of
us are still looking up at a Beyma on the medals
stand. Eight players advanced to Round 2. Rich-
ard Beyma’s strong Russian defense stopped
Jim Tracy with the help of some October Mud.
Despite heavy winter losses, Art Lupinacci’s
Germans grabbed some additional VPs in the
spring of 1942 to edge John Martino. Despite bad
weather in the fall of 1941, the defending champ’s
Germans hung on to overcome Jeff Hacker. Marty
Musella’s Germans edged Charlie Catania in a
long game to reach his first semi-final.

Richard bid 21 to play the Germans and soon
found a weakness inArt’s defense to tally 23 VPs for
the win. Marty bid 20 to play the Germans and got
off to a good start vs the elder Beyma by winning
a key blitz attack against the Western MD and trap-
ping many Russian units, but the German hopes
were dashed by snow in Nov/Dec.

That created another Father vs Son Final and
the two frequent adversaries battled to a draw for
the first three turns. Two weakened armies faced
each other from Moscow to Stalino with the out-
come dependent on the all-important Nov/Dec

weather. A Lt Mud/Mud result would

end the champ’s reign at the hands w‘

of his son. A Snow/Snow outcome i

would prolong the streak. All hail the _IgL *'
J




m Gregorio, PA
an Zasada, IL
Nielsen, VA

om Gregorio, PA
1 1991-2011

2011 Results
¥Charles Hickok, PA
8 Jason Levine, NY
8 Cliff Ackman, PA
[ Mark Globus, WA
FoRandy Buehler, WA
F Lawr. Solomon, VA

% Tom DeMarco, NJ
t 114 3 2005-2011

Top Laurelists

Doug James, NC 368

Gary Dickson, CA 355

Tom Gregorio, PA 338

Bert Schoose, IL 195

George Karahalios, IL 86

John Ohlin, FL 81

Rob Beyma, MD 76

: 15 Phil Evans, VA 63

- : —Y| | PatFlory, CT 61

Alan Zasada, IL 48

Top Laurelists
Arthur Field, SC 102
Tom DeMarco, NJ 87
Anne Norton, NJ 60
Chris Robbins, UT 52
Randy Buehler, WA 50
Charles Hickok, PA 40
Curt Collins II, PA 40
Norman Herrick, NE 40
Vien Bounma, NJ 39
Tom Browne, PA 38

(" Russian Campaign (TRC) )
9 games were logged in our biggest
ﬁ event ever. The Germans won 55%
while giving the Russians an average 10.97
extra replacements. There was minimal correlation
between the weather and outcome, but there were
eight German AVs due to the loss of Moscow in 1941.

In the first semi-final match, John Ohlin pushed
the bidding for the Germans and then demolished
Alan Zasada’s Red Army with the aid of favorable
weather. In the other match, the light mud weather
combination again allowed the Germans to doom
a Red Army that was determined to contest every
hex as Tom Gregorio downed Tim Nielsen.

John again upped the German bid in the Final.
Despite anticipating a light mud weather result in
Sep/Oct 41, Tom was unable to stave off the Wehr-
macht’s countless low-odds attacks to seize vic-
tory cities. The last Russian turn saw an effective
deployment of German screens and fully stacked
VP cities that handily thwarted any low percentage
plays to save the day. There continues to be an evo-
lution in German play, particularly with regards to
the opening assaults. The ramp-up of German bids
in the elimination rounds indicates that the 55%
German win rate is no fluke and shows a need for
serious Soviet analysis in the off-season! It’s been
21 years since that first “Avaloncon”. The event and

its players have continued to evolve. John
Ohlin reached the top in 2011 but will
soon discover that subsequent titles are
even more difficult to achieve while

wearing a Centurion shirt. )

Saint Petersburg (SPB) )

1 games were played in the Monday heat. Nor-
man Rule got an all-important win-in-first-
heat-played with the highest score in a 4-player
game at 117 points, including a Mistress of Ceremo-
nies (M), an Observatory (O), and 45 points from
nine unique orange cards. In contrast, Joel Lytle
won his game with 46 points, the lowest winning
score in the first round. Heat 2 produced 15 games
and Kathy Stroh, Randy Buehler, Cliff Ackman
and Joel Lytle each emerged with their second win.
Only 38 players appeared for Heat 3, yielding four
more double winners (Mark Globus, Tom McCor-
ry, William Hoch, and Charles Hickok). Heat 4 gen-
erated eight games and made Joel the only triple
winner while creating five more double winners
(Marcy Morelli, Pei-Hsin Lin, Norman, Lawrence
Solomon, and Eric Brosius). So after four heats 38
people were “eligible” for 16 semi-final spots.

20 appeared for the semi-finals: a triple win-
ner, eleven of the 13 double winners), and eight
single winners—of which only four would play.
In those four games Charles (MO) beat Joel,
Norman (O) and William; Cliff (MO) surpassed
Thomas, Chad and Marcy (O); Mark outscored
Pei-Hsin, Lawrence, and Ted; while Jason Levine
(the last qualifier) (O) won on a 1 to 0 ruble tie
breaker over Randy (M), Drew (MO) and Eric.

Charles gathered seven orange cards
in the Final for 28 points, giving him 52
and a one-point win over Jason. Cliff was
third with 43 and Mark had 40. It was
Gharles’ first WBC title since 2002.




