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Top Laurelists
Andrew Emerick, CT	 58
Matthew Beach, MD	 50
Luann Stubbs, PA	 30
Bill Zurn, CA	 30
Dominic Blais, qc	 30
Lissa Rennert, MD	 24
Robbie Mitchell, VA	 20
Randy Buehler, WA	 18
Chris Bert, PA	 16
Chris Terrell, VA	 15

Top Laurelists
Bruce Beard, MD	 392
Jim McDanold, TN	 120
Jon Kwiatkowski, NC	 104
Paul Hakken, NJ	 103
Spencer Hamblen, MD	 96
Barrington Beavis, uk	 90
Mark Neale, RI	 72
Jeremy Vipperman, TN	 54
Pierre LeBoeuf, MD	 54
Richard Fox, IL	 50

Seven Wonders (7WS)

165 would-be pharaohs gathered for the pre-
liminaries, playing two games back-to-back, 

with the top 42 advancing to one of six 7-player 
games. The top three in each then advanced to one of 
three 6-player semifinals. The winner and runner-up 
of each would reach the Final.
• Andrew Emerick, the eventual champion with 66 
points, dominated his first game, scoring 76 points 
for the tournament’s highest score to win by 18. He 
fell to 5th in the second game but still carried his ta-
ble. He won Round 3 and placed second in Round 4. 
• Lissa Rennert, the runner-up with 60, won her 
first game by a point and was second in the next. 
She placed third in Round 3 and won her semifinal.
• Chris Bert claimed third with 58, improving the 
further he advanced until the Final. He placed sec-
ond at his initial table with a pair of thirds, second 
in Round 3 and won his semifinal.
• Ben Scholl took fourth with 56 by placing first 
and third in the opening rounds. He then won 
Round 3 and placed second in the semifinal.
• Mario Arnold claimed fifth with 53 by winning 
his first game over Chris Bert, and followed with a 
second. He placed third in Round 3 and won his 
semifinal over Emerick—proving that timing is 
everything.
• Patrick Murphy’s 52 took sixth fin-
ishing 1-2 in the preliminaries, but 
only fourth in Round 3. He got a re-
prieve when another qualifier opted 
out, allowing him to place second in 
the semifinal.

18XX (8XX)

58 players, the most since 1994, vied 
in 45 matches, using seven differ-

ent 18xx games. 16 newcomers played, 
with eight winning at least once. Spencer Ham-
blen, the 2011 runner-up, attended on Sunday 
only, but he made it count with a preliminary 
and semi win to reach the Final. It would pit 
him vs veterans Rich Northey, Rick Dutton, 
seven-time champ Bruce Beard, and Chris Han-
cock. Unlike Spencer, Beard and Dutton had run 
the table thus far—wracking up five wins each. 

Rich opened the Penn, Rick the NH, and 
Bruce the C&O, but Spencer took the NH, loot-
ed and dumped it on Rick, and then took over 
the B&O. Chris opened the B&M, while Rick 
opened the NYC and Chris the CP. Rich opened 
the Erie, but Rick dumped the NH on Bruce, 
and took the Erie. The Erie bought the first 6, 
beginning the train crunch. Rich kicked in $383 
to get the last 6 for the Penn. The pain was in-
creased when Bruce paid $719 to get the first 
diesel in the C&O, and sold six shares and an-
other $860 to get a diesel in the NH. Bruce was 
unable to protect both companies, so Rick was 
able to take over the NH. With no bankruptcy, 
it took another 6 ORs to break the bank. Spencer 
had only one company, earning about a third 
of Bruce’s C&O, but his superior stock valua-

tion was enough to dethrone 
Bruce who finished last in the 
first Final he didn’t win in the 
last eight years.

2012 Results
Andrew Emerick, CT
Lissa Rennert, MD
Chris Bert, PA
Ben Scholl, PA
Mario Arnold, PA
O Patrick Murphy, CT

 Kathy Stroh, DE

165   2011-2012

2012 Results
 Spencer Hamblen, MD
Richard Northey, MA
Rick Dutton, IL
Chris Hancock, CA
Bruce Beard, MD
Antero Kuusi, fn

 Pierre LeBoeuf, MD

58   1991-2012

Andrew Emerick, CTSpencer Hamblen, MD

(RDG), Mary Ellen Powers (LLM), Carolyn 
Strock (TAM) and Sarah Vasilakos (FMR) lord-
ed it over the guys in their respective events. 
Multiple winners were scarce with only eight 
finding the winner’s circle twice or more com-
pared to 20 in 2011. The aforementioned griev-
ing Levine led them with a homerun anology 
(LWL, POF, SJN, WPS) while defending Caesar 
Randy Buehler (SPB, AGE, T&T) and Nicholas 
Henning (AUT, MMA, P1S) both tripled for the 
second straight year. Buehler repeated as Cae-
sar but he had a harder time of it, besting 2004 
Caesar James Pei by a mere 10 laurels. And he 
was unable to deny Nicholas Henning a year as 
Consul with Nick’s WBC wins total of 133 lau-
rels topping Randy’s 116. The two had finished 
1-2 in 2011’s Consul race also, but this year 
Nick prevented Randy’s sweep of the titles.

Buehler also prevailed in the Team Tourna-
ment where he contributed 10 of his teams 23 
points by winning Saint Petersburg as his Magic 
Men consortium bested EPGS’ Four to Beam Up 
by three points. Cynical Stoics took third with 
19 points while the Finnish Ski Patrol faded to 
18 points and a fourth place finish in the field 
of 86. It proved hard to predict as the usual 
prohibitive favorites finished well down the 
list. Andy Latto proved the best prognisticator 
by correctly identifying five of the Top Ten in 
our annual bracket busting contest.

At the other end of the title spectrum, 42 
players won their first WBC championship 
(down from 46 in 2011 but still a major increase 
over the 31 in 2010) and 88 earned their first 
laurels. Brad Johnson and Peter Eldridge won 
free rooms as their reward for Best GM of the 
Year (Dune) and Sportsmanship (Battle Cry) in 
the other two annual awards of note.

In the continuing circle of life struggle of 
WBC winners and losers, the events them-
selves again competed for the player lifeblood 
needed for another year of WBC existence. This 
constant churn yielded 11 new occupants of the 
Century club which appears to be the average 
turnover. Losers outnumbered gainers 22:18 
although the gains tended to be higher than the 
losses. Among events with at least a three-year 
track record, 18 raised their attendance bar by 
posting their own personal best entrant num-
bers for the past ten years. The other end of that 
spectrum saw 22 tournaments drop to new at-
tendance lows for the past decade.

In addition to the all-too-common economic 
storm clouds of recent vintage, WBC 2012 

had to deal with adverse weather as well as the 
Host became the focal point of a tropical del-
uge of epic proportions. This, combined with 
a failure of the air conditioning in Lampeter, 
made for a challenging playing environment. 
Despite these setbacks, we again posted a small 
attendance increase, besting our one-year-old 
record by 2%. In all, nearly every state plus 17 
nations sent participants—led by no less than 
five Finns who threatened to run away with 
the Team Tournament in the early going. The 
record crowd was reflected in tournament par-
ticipation with a matching 2% increase and no 
less than 22 events drawing triple-digit partici-
pation despite the toll taken by the faulty air 
conditioning which dropped Lampeter event 
attendance by 11%. Those who braved the 
horrific conditions there to continue in those 
events were truly dedicated. The average at-
tendance for the 150 events rose 1.0 to 56 play-
ers per event, buoyed by 200+ player fields for 
Liar’s Dice, Lost Cities, Slapshot and Ticket to 
Ride. Open Gaming, which had reached new 
heights of popularity in 2011, drew harsher re-
views this time as the AC failures sent refugees 
into the Showroom causing a shortage of tables 
at peak times. 

Twelve WBC champions successfully de-
fended their titles, but Bruce Beard was not 
among them. He lost his perch atop the longest 
winning streak when his seven-year reign in 
18XX was ended by Spencer Hamblen. Spencer 
took just one day and a single qualifying pre-
liminary heat to win the Pre-Con, arriving and 
departing on the Sunday before WBC began. 
Also missing his chance at longest streak im-
mortality was next-in-line Jason Levine whose 
four-year reign with Formula De also came to 
an end. But Jason would find ample comfort in 
other events. Instead, top laurelist James Pei re-
turned to King of the Hill status with his fourth 
straight For the People title and 11th in 12 years! 
Not even the return of the mighty Finn, Riku 
Riekkinen (the holder of the lone blemish on 
Pei’s 12-year record) could prevent the ex-Cae-
sar from reclaiming the longevity title. Alas, 
Riku was too busy winning Twilight Struggle 
for the anticipated rematch to occur.

Elsewhere, the fair sex lost market share 
again this year with just five ladies claiming 
titles—down from six in 2011 and eight in 
2010. Donna Balkan (RBN), Stephanie Kilroy 
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2012 Results
Doug Galullo, MD
Jon Anderson, PA
Jeff Cornett, FL
Kevin Youells, PA
Shantanu Saha, NY
O Christina Harley, VA

 Kevin Youells, PA

31   1991-2012

2012 Results
Bruce Reiff, OH
Harald Henning, CT
Doug Galullo, MD
David Hood, NC
Jeff Mullet, OH
O Winton Lemoine, CA

 Tedd Mullally, NJ

25   1996-2012

Top Laurelists
Kevin Youells, PA	 333
Doug Galullo, MD	 316
Joe Gundersen, IN	 186
Shantanu Saha, NY	 139
Eric Gundersen, NJ	 125
Christina Harley, WA	 114
Harald Henning, CT	 80
Mads Lunan, dk	 60
Gregory Kulp, NJ	 58
Jon Anderson, PA	 54

Top Laurelists
Jeff Mullet, OH	 454
Bill Crenshaw, VA	 331
Ken Gutermuth, NC	 276
Ewan McNay, CT	 271
Harald Henning, CT	 261
Carl Damcke, IL	 200
Chris Byrd, CT	 186
Steve Simmons, NJ	 185
Mark Smith, KY	 145
Kevin Sudy, VA	 138

Doug Galullo, MD Bruce Reiff, OH

Advanced Civilization (ACV)

Attendance hit a nine-year low, but still allowed 
three games in the first heat and two in the sec-

ond. Africa and Babylon proved the most success-
ful with two wins each, while Assyria and Thrace 
each won once. Nine players competed in both 
heats with five former champions in the field. 

Preliminary winners included prior champs 
Greg Kulp (Africa), Doug Galullo (Babylon), and 
Kevin Youells (Assyria) plus Nathan Barhorst (Bab-
ylon) and Jon Anderson (Africa). The top three run-
ners-up (Christina Harley, Shantanu Saha, and Paul 
Sampson) also qualified. Greg and Paul withdrew, 
admitting alternates Jeff Cornett and Marc Visocnik 
to their first ACV Final. The nation draw set the field 
as Kevin (Assyria), Marc (Egypt), Jon (Babylon), 
Shantanu (Africa), and Christina (Iberia). Nathan 
then took Crete, eliciting the first whine of the day. 
Doug then took Thrace and left Illyria for Jeff.

Attacks and card draw maximization kept 
city counts low. While not always a harbinger of 
success, city averages ranged from a high of 6.69/
turn (Egypt) to a low of 5.85 (Iberia). Only Assyria, 
Babylon, and Egypt built a full slate of nine, each 
managing it just once. The outcome was scarcely 
in doubt as Thrace jumped to an early lead. Africa 
and Iberia each led for a turn while Doug rebuilt 
his hand. He soon regained control and main-
tained a gap of 20 to 200 points for the 
last seven turns. Game totals were: 
Doug 3885, Jon 3704, Jeff 3548, Kevin 
3500, Shantanu 3492, Christina 3415, 
Marc 3404, and Nathan 3238.

Age of Renaissance (AOR)

The event continues to cling precari-
ously to life as a pre-con. While play-

ers appreciate the ability to play and 
then hop to another pre-con event, this does not 
make for a favorable “Enlightenment Style” event 
which requires dedicated play through numer-
ous rounds by a majority of the field. We had 22 
players in the first round (including five former 
champions) dwindling to 17 in the second, and a 
mere 12 for the third. With this trend, it has been 
suggested that the event return to heats as the En-
lightenment scoring method is flawed with a field 
that fluctuates so much between rounds. I mean if 
Bruce Reiff can win his first AOR laurels and only 
wood in the AOR pre-con, something is definitely 
wrong! Look for a return to a more conventional 
Heats, semi and Final format in 2013.

There was an increase in the impact misery 
exerted with several players sent into CHAOS. 
Genoa had the best overall win rate taking 45% of 
the games. Veteran players were able to convert 
Hamburg, Paris, and even beleaguered Venice 
into wins. There was a definite trend toward early 
Ocean Navigation even if the respective leaders 
have not yet arrived. A few games allowed a player 
to have income over $100 for multiple turns, argu-
ing that they were not winning. And yet, blood-
baths occurred in Epoch 2, ignoring 
the conventional wisdom of holding 
hammers until Epoch 3. There was 
one table that never even saw Cru-
sades due to early Mongol Armies.

Ken Richards, SC Vincent Meconi, DE

2012 Results
 Ken Richards, SC
Matt Calkins, VA
Ray Stakenas II, CA
O Joshua Cooper, MD
O Brad Raszewski, MD
O Eric Ritter, PA

 Cliff Ackman, PA

77   1991-2012

2012 Results
Vincent Meconi, DE
Jon. Lockwood, VA
Ed Menzel, CA
O Bert Schoose, IL
O Bruno Sinigaglio, AK
O Andy Gardner, VA

 Jon. Lockwood, VA

22   1991-2012

Top Laurelists
Justin Childs, FL	 88
Joshua Cooper, MD	 69
Matt Calkins, VA	 60
Steve Shambeda, PA	 51
Jason Ley, WA	 45
David Gantt, SC	 44
Gary Moss, MO	 42
Phil Bradley, IL	 38
Ken Richards, SC	 30
Dan Eshleman, NC	 30

Top Laurelists
Vince Meconi, DE	 239
Jon. Lockwood, VA	 176
Bruno Sinigaglio, AK	 159
Bert Schoose, IL	 156
Ed Menzel, CA	 118
John Popiden, CA	 108
Randy Heller, MD	 81
Lane Newbury, TX	 48
Greg Smith, PA	 44
James Tracy II, OH	 31

Acquire (ACQ)

In all, 77 entrants played 28 preliminary games 
in three heats. The lowest winning score was 

$36,700; the highest $68,700, and the closest win 
was by $400. The prevalent opinion is that the 
winner has to be in the first merger and the pre-
liminary results again seemed to echo that. How-
ever, the playoffs were another story altogether.

No-shows plagued the semifinals, thus al-
lowing 2006 champion Matt Calkins an Alter-
nate berth with a single runner-up finish. He 
made the most of it by winning his semifinal to 
join Ken Richards, Ray Stakenas and defending 
champ Joshua Cooper in the Final. Josh, Matt and 
Ray started the first six hotel chains. Ken finally 
started one (the last chain) on Turn 4. All bought 
a centralized Imperial incessantly. Although Ray 
had majority in a 7-6-6-6 stock distribution, he 
couldn’t get a merge tile. However, the unpro-
ductive money tied up in stock hurt everyone. On 
Turn 6, Matt and Ray turned the first merger and 
two turns later added the second. The two lead-
ers, flush with cash, bought wildly and focused on 
their only perceived rival.

Big mistake. Josh and Ken each locked in a ma-
jority in their own chain. Ken’s investing proved 
the wiser choice as he took majority share in the 
game-ending chain. It was enough to win his first 

WBC title with a narrow 47,200 - 
46,400 - 45,900 triumph. Although 
Josh finished fourth in his bid for 
a third straight Acquire title, he was 
only one tile short of that goal.

Afrika Korps (AFK)

Not surprisingly, the four survi-
vors of the Preliminaries gaunt-

let included three former champions. 
In the first playoff, Ed Menzel, who had bested four-
time champ Vince Meconi in the qualifiers, was unable 
to repeat that trick when it counted. His quest for a first 
AFK title died in the sand dunes of El Alamein with a 
failed 1-1 against two 7-7-10 units. 

The other semifinal paired two-time champion Bert 
Schoose’s Germans vs 2003 champ Jon Lockwood. The 
usual German envelopment and bypass of Tobruch 
ensued. But instead of the scripted all-or-nothing Ger-
man assault on Tobruch, Jon chose to turn the tables 
and risked a similar assault out of the fortress against 
the Italian rear guard. Fate rewarded him for his daring 
and the successful breakout left the Germans cutoff in 
Egypt with few supplies and an impossible supply line. 
A failed breakout attempt later, Bert conceded. 

This left two familiar adversaries still standing 
whose games have taken on a familiar pattern over the 
years. Vince was hampered by poor supply, enabling 
Jon to both delay his advance and erect a strong defen-
sive line around El Alamein. However, it also put Vince 
in the frame of mind to use the Holy Hand Grenade 1-1 
against Tobruch, which he did successfully in Septem-
ber. Jon responded with a series of low-odds attacks 
which failed to provide the necessary relief and despite 

several rounds of spirited counterattacks, 
Vince was eventually left with an overrun 
opportunity which he seized in December 
to take Alexandria and an unprecedented 
fifth Wood!
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2012 Results
Eric Ho, NY
Dan Eppolito, PA
Mike Kaltman, PA
Chris Senhouse, MA
Matthew Craig, NC
O Ben Scholl, PA

 Joshua Cooper, MD

94   2008-2012

Top Laurelists
Mike Kaltman, PA	 88
Tedd Mullally, NJ	 70
Cary Morris, NC	 62
Jon Senn, PA	 62
Sceadeau D’Tela, NC	 59
Rob Kircher, RI	 53
Eric Ho, NY	 50
Bill Crenshaw, VA	 49
Dan Eppolito, PA	 41
Randy Buehler, WA	 39

Eric Ho, NY

Agricola (AGR)

Eastward Ho! Three of the four former champi-
ons were on hand to extract a living out of the 

soil again, but only defending champ Jon Senn 
would advance. In all, 94 different farmers tilled 
the Lancaster soil in three heats, 16 of whom ad-
vanced to the semifinals. This was a far cry from 
2011 when 25 players were allowed to advance 
with only 20 actually doing so. This year, 15 of 
our 16 qualifiers posted, so only one alternate was 
needed. Running 4-player games made the event 
much more competitive, as 12 of the top 16 had 
two wins, and only alternates with a win and a 
second were able to attempt the second round.

Using all three decks in the advanced rounds 
made for a very competitive playoff. The de-
fending WBC and Euro Quest champs were 
both eliminated in the semifinals although Ben 
Scholl would earn sixth place laurels. Two 2011 
laurelists, perennial bridesmaid Mike Kaltman 
and Daniel Eppolito, advanced to the Final and 
were joined by Chris Senhouse and Eric Ho. 
The Final appeared to be an even contest until 
Dan broke away with a well-rounded farm and 
points to match. In the end, however, newcomer 
Eric emerged on top with a clinching 12 bonus 
victory points drawing him three points ahead 
of Daniel for his first WBC title. The final tally 
was Eric 48, Daniel 45, Mike 36, and Chris 31. 
Mike had to be content with his 
new standing atop the Agricola 
laurel list despite never having 
won the event.

2012 Results
Marc Imbeault, qc
Pierre Paquet, qc
Richard Irving, CA
O Barb Flaxington, NJ
O Ben Stephenson, WA
O Eric Melancon, qc

 Peter Staab, PA

26   2004-2012

Top Laurelists
Pierre Paquet, qc	 162
Martin Sasseville, qc	 120
Marc-Andre Imbeault, qc	96
Mario Veillette, qc	 72
Richard Irving, CA	 51
Nathalie Malenfant, qc	 24
Michael Holmquist, WI	 24
Peter Staab, PA	 18
Barb Flaxington, NJ	 12
Ben Stephenson, WA	 12

Marc Imbeault, qc

Age of Steam (AOS)

When three Canadian regulars who had 
monopolized this event for the past 

seven years were absent, hope for a change in 
US fortunes rose. But the remaining Canadian contin-
gent proved again they were more than up to the task. 

The only 5-player game was won by 2010 cham-
pion Marc Imbeault on the Rust Belt map. Defend-
ing champ Pierre Paquet then qualified with the 
largest margin of victory (27). Eric Melancon com-
pleted the Canadian contingent’s bona fides with 
a 6-point win in Germany that produced the only 
bankruptcy. Richard Irving, the lone US champion, 
won in England while Ben Stephenson did likewise 
on the Mexico map. Chris Palermo qualified in the 
second heat in England while Woolly Farrow won 
one Rust Belt game and Daniel Farrow and Barb 
Flaxington tied for the other. The semifinals thus 
took the form of two 4-player games. All three Ca-
nadians drew the same table suggesting that at least 
one would not advance. Both games yielded 4-point 
wins. Marc defeated Pierre, whose score was 95.35% 
of first. Ben defeated the tied duo of Richard and 
Barb with 95.6% of Ben’s score, allowing the two 
Yanks to edge Pierre for the last seat. 

However, Ben had an early flight and when the 
Final could not be moved, he withdrew, allowing 
Pierre back into the mix. All these machinations came 

to naught, as Marc won every bid 
but the first en route to the eighth 
straight Quebec victory. Marc’s total 
of 95 points outdistanced Pierre’s 89, 
Richard’s 81 and Barb’s 55.

2012 Results
Mike Holmquist, PA
Andy Gardner, VA
Stephane Dorais, qc
Luke Koleszar, VA
O Ed O’Connor, NJ
O Robert Sohn, NJ

 Henry Richardson, VA

68   1996-2012

Top Laurelists
John Coussis, IL	 131
Ken Rothstein, NY	 112
Chris Storzillo, NJ	 108
Robert Sohn, PA	 78
Brandon Bernard, PA	 76
Andy Gardner, VA	 73
Stephane Dorais, qc	 66
Michael Musko, IN	 50
Jack Jaeger, VA	 50
Jimmy Fleckenstein, VA	 46

Michael Holmquist, PA

Air Baron (ABN)

It began with a banker’s roll of 5. Flush with cash, 
the finalists quickly moved into the high rent 

district. The Government Contract went to Andy 
for $1 and again at $3, while Ed held the $2 marker 
only long enough to break even. Three Local Com-
petitors, three Recessions, one Crash and a lone Fuel 
Hike presented only minor hurdles. The Strike went 
into the cup last, and was never seen again. The Fuel 
Hike failed to cause any bankruptcies.

Ed O’Connor started in Miami and quickly 
spread to Atlanta and Houston. Too many rounds 
without payouts and cold dice limited him to a fi-
nal cash and market share of $11. 38th ranked Luke 
Koleszar began in Pittsburgh, jumped to Honolulu, 
and used profit draws from both to eventually dom-
inate, but not control, NY. He finished with $75. De-
fending champ Stephane Dorais started in Charlotte. 
Controlling both Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth, 
he lost Charlotte and the game on the last play of the 
decisive Fare War. He finished with $103.

Ninth-ranked Andy Gardner ruled the West, 
controlling San Francisco, LA, and Denver, and 
dominating Phoenix after Stephane’s attack succeed-
ed in Tucson. If he’d been drawn ahead of Michael on 
the last round, he could have won, but his $291 was 
not enough. Unranked Michael Holmquist started 
in Chicago, flirted with NY, but won by controlling 

Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, and D.C. 
With exactly $320 in market share, 
no debts, and $8 in cash, he took his 
first title in Charlotte where Stepha-
ne had begun his title defense. 

Alhambra (ALH)

The event again topped 100+ with only two heats. 
Each filled 15 games. Together they produced 

29 winners with Brad Sherwood winning twice. 
The Shea and Gutermuth families led the qualifiers 
with three each. Two winners dropped out, leaving 
just Debbie Gutermuth and Rodney Bacigalupo as 
the hard luck winners failing to make the cut.

Five games composed the semifinals. Rodney 
Davidson and Ken Gutermuth tied in their semi-
final with the former claiming the tie breaker. 
Ken grabbed sixth place laurels by a single point. 
Thomas Strock had the lowest winning score (89), 
ending Brad Sherwood’s streak by a single point. 
Bruce DuBoff advanced with the highest win-
ning score (113) of Round 2. Lynda Shea bested 
Jeff Mullet despite a wall length of only 12 and no 
purple buildings. Richard Meyer became the only 
former laurelist to return to the Final. 

 Bruce led the Final after the first scoring 
round with 13 points followed by Richard with 
10, Thomas 7, and Rodney and Lynda with 4 
each. Bruce was the only leader in two colors 
(brown and green) and had the longest wall. At 
the next scoring round, he retained a share of the 
longest wall payoff with Richard and still led in 
brown and green. By the end, Bruce 
was only scoring in the same colors 
but held the lead in both while fall-
ing to third in wall length. The final 
tally was Bruce 91, Thomas 89, Rich-
ard 77, Rodney 75 and Lynda 55 for 
Bruce’s first WBC title. 

Bruce DuBoff, NJ

Top Laurelists
Vassili Kyrkos, NY	 70
Luke Koleszar, VA	 58
Nate Hoam, OH	 54
Bruce DuBoff, NJ	 40
Richard Meyer, MA	 34
Kevin Wojtaszczyk, NY	30
L. Dan Hoffman, MD	 30
Michael Mullins, MA	 30
Bruce Reiff, OH	 30
Thomas Strock, PA	 24

2012 Results
Bruce DuBoff, NJ
Thomas Strock, PA
Rich Meyer, MA
Rod. Davidson, AZ
O Lynda Shea, CT
O Ken Gutermuth, NC

 Debbie Gutermuth, NC

114   2004-2012
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Anzio (ANZ)

The poor climate in Lampeter 
and the absence of the iconic 

Tom Oleson meant slim pickings 
in Italy this year. Without the four-time champ 
taking on all comers, new faces advanced to the 
15-turn Basic Game elimination rounds: Robert 
Frisby, Greg Tanner, Vince Meconi and Ed Wit-
kowski. Only two of them had earned Anzio lau-
rels and none had a title. 

In the first semi, Ed invaded Salerno. Robert’s 
Germans massed north of Salerno at 4-1, but rolled a 
6, preventing an immediate Allied disaster, but Rob-
ert earned the re-roll chit, which was salted away for 
the duration. Stymied, Ed invaded again at Mondra-
gone on Dec II and took Naples, but that left him two 
victory hexes short of a win. In the other semi, Vince 
also came ashore at Salerno. Greg formed a strong 
defensive line and the Allies were bled by good de-
fense and poor dice, conceding on Nov IV. 

Robert bid four replacements for the Germans 
in the Final. Greg invaded at Termoli and was 
greeted by a ferocious counterattack that retook 
Termoli on Oct I, destroying the port and the 36th 
Infantry. Undeterred, Greg slugged his way up 
the boot and into Foggia and Naples, grabbing 
Salerno on the way. Termoli fell on Nov IV. Greg 
needed one more victory hex to cap his comeback. 
His second invasion landed at Terracina on Dec 
III with an unsuccessful 1-1 attack that required 
retreats into the swamp to 
the north, leaving Robert 
with his first Anzio title.

Robert Frisby, VA

Top Laurelists
Robert Ryan, MI	 204
Tom Oleson, WA	 184
Paul Fletcher, CT	 155
Mike Sincavage, VA	 114
Robert Frisby, VA	 78
Stephen Likevich, OH	 74
Mark McCandless, LA	 39
Bruno Sinigaglio, AK	 38
Carl Walling, PA	 30
Chris Harris, VA	 25

2012 Results
Robert Frisby, VA
Greg Tanner, AZ
Ed Witkowski, VA
O Vince Meconi, DE
O Paul Fletcher, CT
O John Clarke, VA

 Bruno Sinigaglio, AK

17   1991-2012

Patrick Mirk, FLMichael Shea, CT

Atlantic Storm (ACS)

It was another busy year in the shipping lanes 
with 117 ships plying the North Atlantic. Lurk-

ing among them were eight former champions, 
but when the fog cleared and the Final began, 
none remained. Pat Mirk was the only finalist 
with prior ACS laurels. 

The Final opened with much fireworks as Pat 
chose between a pair of 7-VP convoys. He opted 
for SC44 and called a Surface Battle, leading with 
the Gneisenau. Keith gambled with the Hood and 
Lawrence backed that bet with the King George V. 
Alas, the bet proved a poor one as Jeff produced the 
Bismarck, taking the Hood by fate and pulling the 
Germans well ahead. Properly discouraged, Eric 
discarded and Paul weaseled some spoils with a 
1-point German play. Jeff missed his big chance by 
rolling a mere 5 with the Bismarck’s two dice (thus 
giving Pat control since his 5-point play preceded 
his). It would prove to be the day’s decisive roll.

Hand 7 brought the first Arctic battle and 
some serious firepower expended over PQ13. 
Pat, Keith and Lawrence went German and were 
opposed by Jeff and Eric. However, Eric doubled 
down with a Combined Battle only to see Paul 
trump him with a Tirpitz-fueled 10 to take control.

When the final tonnage was counted, Pat’s 
prior laurels proved an accurate predictor af-
ter all as he garnered 33 points for the title. Jeff 
took second with 29 followed by Paul 21, Keith 

18, Eric 18 (and fewer 
Convoy points) and Law-
rence 15.

Amun-Re (AMR)

The field was evenly matched with 15 tables 
producing 14 winners in three heats. Most 

games were decided by two or fewer points, and 
three resorted to tiebreakers. Jefferson Meyer 
was the only standout with the highest score (49) 
and largest margin of victory (12 points). His hot 
hand did not survive the semifinals though as 
Michael Shea denied his late rally. Rob Flowers 
dropped 2011 runner-up Andrew Emerick, and 
Cary Morris matched his 6-point margin of vic-
tory to also advance. Eric Freeman edged Alex 
Bove in a battle of the third and fourth-ranked 
laurelists. Alex’s close second nevertheless qual-
ified him for the 5-player Final.

There, Cary used his three Memphis pyramids 
and two scoring cards to take a share of the lead at 
the halfway mark. Eric Freeman had both points 
and money as his temples matched Cary’s point 
output (14). Rob was just two points back, and 
Alex’s one power card gave him a one-point lead 
over Michael (9 to 8) as the Old Kingdom ended. 

In the end, Michael was the big pyramid 
scorer, and his 25 New Kingdom points rallied 
him from last to first with 33 points. Eric also 
had 33 but only built six pyramids to Michael’s 
nine, giving Michael the tie-breaker. Rob was 

just one point behind the leaders, 
and Cary held off Alex for fourth 
place, also by one point (28-27). 
Michael became Amun Re’s ninth 
different winner in as many years 
in the closest Final to date.

Top Laurelists
John Coussis, IL	 152
Roy Gibson, MD	 100
Scott Buckwalter, MD	 96
Rob Winslow, NY	 95
Patrick Mirk, FL	 85
Rob Eastman, NV	 84
John Elliott, MD	 84
Bruce Young, SC	 68
Henry Richardson, VA	 60
Andy Gardner, VA	 50

Top Laurelists
Greg Thatcher, FL	 112
Alex Bove, PA	 92
Arthur Field, SC	 91
Eric Freeman, PA	 88
Raphael Lehrer, MD	 64
Haim Hochboim, is	 64
Kevin Wojtaszczyk, NY	55
Nick Anner, NY	 51
Curt Collins II, PA	 43
Evan Tannheimer, MA	 42

2012 Results
Patrick Mirk, FL
Jeff Spaner, MD
Paul Risner, FL
Keith Layton, NJ
O Eric Buetikofer, OH
O Lwr. Hiemenz, MD

 John Coussis, IL

117   1998-2012

2012 Results
Michael Shea, CT
Eric Freeman, PA
Rob Flowers, MD
Cary Morris, NC
O Alex Bove, PA
O Dominic Blais, qc

 Alex Bove, PA

59   2003-2012

Attack Sub (ATS)

The conditions in Lampeter brought vi-
sions of depth-charged submariners of 

a bygone era, but 38 modern day submari-
ners persevered for an endurance test that would 
commit the finalists to four hours in the swelter-
ing conditions. Three emerged unbeaten from the 
swiss rounds—defending champion James Dough-
an, two-time champion Bruce Young, and Andy 
Lewis. Tiebreakers admitted 2-1 Keith Hunsinger, 
Chris Storzillo, James Kramer, Kevin Wojtaszcyk 
and Alexander Lange to the playoffs.

None of the unbeatens survived Round 4. In the 
semifinals Chris’ British hunted Alex’s Soviets in Sub 
Duel. Chris launched the first attack, hitting the Ivan 
Rogav but Alex quickly repaired it and dispatched 
both British subs. Kevin’s British scored two kills vs 
Kramer’s malfunctioning Soviets in the other match.

Kevin’s British drew first blood in the Final, sink-
ing Skvortsov before it could launch. Alex tried to 
open the range to reduce the contact on his remaining 
sub, but was thwarted twice. Kevin got a weapons 
lock, but the Rogav evaded! Rogav used passive sonar 
to gain contact levels on both British subs and sank 
the Valiant to even the odds. As the third deck began, 
each side had malfunctioning sonar. Rogav won the 
repair race and attacked needing a 4 for the win, but 
drew a 3! Rogav fired a second time and again missed 
by one! How many lives does the guy have? A third 
attack followed sending Swiftsure to 
the bottom. Thus, Alexander won 
his first WBC title as he guided the 
Soviet subs to four straight wins. 

Alexander Lange, GA

Top Laurelists
Bill Edwards, VA	 84
Daniel Hoffman, NC	 52
Steve Caler, PA	 40
David Sidelinger, CT	 40
Kaarin Engelmann, VA	35
John Conlon, OK	 33
James Doughan, PA	 32
Bruce Young, SC	 32
Rob Schoenen, PA	 32 
Alexander Lange, GA	 30

2012 Results
Alexander Lange, GA
K. Wojtaszczyk, NY
O James Kramer, PA
O Chris Storzillo, NJ
O James Doughan, PA
O Andy Lewis, DE

 Steve Caler, PA

38   1991-2012
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Axis & Allies (A&A)

Attendance fell to the third lowest total 
ever and was further handicapped 

by a lack of games that forced the GM to 
resort to 3-player matches in the opening round. 
Four ex-champs populated the field but defend-
ing champion Ty Hansen and 2001’s Patrick Mirk 
would not survive the initial rounds. The Axis en-
joyed a 54% winning percentage that was reflected 
in the bidding as players accepting the Allies re-
ceived an average bid of 4.4 to do so.

Two rounds cut the field to eight. Al Hurda’s 
Allies and a bid of 5 defeated Ian Lange while Joe 
Collinson’s Axis dismissed Henry Russell in Round 
3. A pair of ex-champs remained unbeaten as Kevin 
Keller and Joe Powell eliminated Jeff Cornett and 
Sam Packwood respectively. In the semifinals Al 
Hurda’s Allies rode a last-turn amphibious assault 
of India to upset Keller. Meanwhile, 2006 champ 
Joe Powell took India, Australia, and Hawaii on the 
last turn to down Joe Collinson. 

Joe took a bid of 5 to play the Allies in the Final and 
was immediately rewarded with favorable dice as Al’s 
Germans lost two fighters attacking the British battle-
ship at Gibraltar. No such bad karma befell the Allies 
as a British bomber and two fighters sank the German 
battleship and transport in the Black Sea without loss. 

Al conceded on Turn 4, facing 
British invasion in the West and a 
surging Russia in the East. And so, 
Joe Powell won his second A&A 
title and the first of two shields he 
would earn that week. 

Top Laurelists
Joe Powell, VA	 210
Philip Shea, VA	 192
Kevin Keller, MD	 191
Ty Hansen, DC	 144
Pat Mirk, FL	 129
Phil Rennert, MD	 96
Richard Beyma, MD	 95
Andrew Murphy, PA	 94
Tim Rothenhoefer, MD	 68
Brian Fitzpatrick, VA	 54

Joe Powell, VA

2012 Results
Paul Risner, FL
Bill Beckman, SC
Gus Collars, SC
Daniel Hoffman, NC
Nathan Hill, MD
Stephen Shedden, TN

 Dave Terry, MD

60   1992-2012

Paul Risner, FL

Top Laurelists
Paul Risner, FL	 343
Richard Moyer, MN	 156
William Rohrbeck, NH	106
Keith Hunsinger, OH	 100
Eric Stranger, OH	 76
Bill Beckman, SC	 72
Steve Sabatino, PA	 60
Dan Dolan Sr, NJ	 60
Dave Long, NC	 60
Stephen Quirke, WI	 56

B-17; Queen of the Skies (B17)

The time was three weeks after Black Thursday 
when the 8th Air Force took 20% casualties on 

the raid over Schweinfurt. Emerging from those 
dark days was veteran Paul Risner to become a six-
time B17 champion. Paul outscored Bill Beckman by 
one point! How much is that? Bill failed to win it all 
by missing one ME-109 or having one more crew 
member return safely in any of his three missions. 
Although the squadron put less planes in the air this 
year for the first time since 2005, it was still the third 
largest raid over Germany in our 21 years. 
MISSION #1 WILHELMSHAVEN (Target: U-Boat 
Pens) Philip White was awarded the DFC for land-
ing his plane with an engineer at the controls replac-
ing the wounded cockpit crew. Steve Sheddon’s pi-
lot suffered frostbite but remained in formation to 
earn the Bonze Star.
MISSION #2 GELSENKIRCHEN (Target: Rail-
road yard) Even with a milk run mission things 
happen. Roger Covington’s bombs detonated when 
hit by a strafing fighter to earn a posthumous vicari-
ous Purple Heart. 
MISSION #3 WESSEL (Target: Aircraft Industry) 
Four pilots suffered Roger’s fate. Jacob Hebner, Jim 
Miller, Kaarin Engleman, and Justin Rice all had 
bombs explode in their bomb bay. The downing of 
Justin’s plane was especially telling in that his other 
half, Ayree Rice, commanded the fighter that shot him 
down. It’s not known if couple’s 
counseling was needed afterwards, 
but Justin reports he won’t forget to 
take out the garbage next year.

2012 Results
Joe Powell, VA
Al Hurda, on
Kevin Keller, MD
Joe Collinson, MD
Jeff Cornett, FL
Steve Packwood, MN

 Joe Powell, VA

22   1999-2012

Automobile (AUT)

The event featured three heats with 4-player 
games being the rule. For statistics junkies, the 

average number of times each personality was tak-
en was: Ford - 2.73, Kettering 2.07, Sloan 1.4, How-
ard 3.46, Durant 3.07, and Chrysler 3.2 times per 
4-player game. None of these stats are surprising, 
the benefit of Kettering seen as less than the other 
roles, and players either not realizing the benefit of 
Sloan or they were doing a much better job of con-
trolling their loss cubes. Howard and the ability to 
sell two more cars is still critical, and many players 
still like the ability to go last with Chrysler.

The average winning score was just over 
$4,500, with the lowest winning score coming 
in at $3,910. And while we have yet to resort 
to tie breakers, there were two games decided 
by a mere $10. Only one contestant broke the 
$5,000 threshold, and that was Elaine Pearson 
who crushed her semifinal table. Elaine claimed 
throughout the week that she didn’t feel she 
was a very good player. Let me put that myth to 
rest. Besides Elaine’s crushing semifinal victory, 
Mike Kaltman squeezed out a $70 victory over 
John Morris, Harald Henning won easily, and 
his son Nick pulled out a narrow victory over 
Pete Staab. This set up a Final with nary a former 
laurelist in sight.

In the end, son edged father in a well played 
game in which all had a shot 
and the spread of scores from 
first to fourth was the profit 
from less than nine cars.

Nick Henning, DC

Top Laurelists
Nick Henning, DC	 30
Bill Zurn, CA	 30
Andrew Maly, TX	 30
Harald Henning, CT	 18
Rod Spade, PA	 18
Matt Calkins, VA	 18
John Weber, MD	 15
Michael Kaltman, PA	 12
Jeremy Oppenheim, VA	 12
Elaine Pearson, NC	 9

2012 Results
Nick Henning, DC
Harald Henning, CT
Michael Kaltman, PA
O Elaine Pearson, NC
O Peter Staub, PA
O John Morris, MD

 Andrew Maly, TX

48   2010-2012

Andy Gardner, VA

Top Laurelists
Bruce Reiff, OH	 78
Arthur Field, SC	 50
Andy Gardner, VA	 40
Jon. Lockwood, VA	 34
George Sauer, OH	 34
Steve Cuccaro, MD	 32
Ken Gutermuth, NC	 30
Jeff Mullett, OH	 30
David Brooks, TN	 28
John Schoose, IL	 20

Auction (AUC)

The mulligan round winners were 
led by high scorer Bruce Monnin 

($8390). Nick Smith held off Cabbie 
Sean McCulloch by a mere $440 to also advance. 
Joining them in the semis were 2011’s runner-
up, Rob Buccheri and fifth ranked laurelist Ken 
Gutermuth. On Wednesday, Owen Kyrollos 
ended John Schoose’s title defense. The day’s top 
scorer was Andy Gardner ($7880). He was joined 
in Round 2 by three past champions: Bruce Reiff, 
Jon Lockwood and Steve Cuccaro.

Ken soon learned this was not his year 
when his first sale of the semifinal was deemed 
an imitation. Andy went on to crush Ken, 
Bruce Monnin and Rob with the event’s high-
est total ($9800). Bruce’s $6700 proved suffi-
cient to earn a seat at the Final. Nick gathered 
sets of coins, books and miniatures plus $1810 
in cash to advance. Jon joined him in the Final 
with a $6340 second.

Auction 6 of the Final became a lot sale of two 
figurines, some sterling and the always impor-
tant Buyer’s Card. Nick was able to walk away 
with it for $1740. However, the game clincher 
turned out to be Auction 10 for two Buyer’s 
Cards and some coins, going to Andy for $1500. 
Nick then spent $940 on Queen Anne furniture 
before Andy won the whole shootin’ match with 

some prints for $420. Andy finished 
with $7510, followed by Jon ($5550), 
Bruce ($1850) and Nick ($1070) for the 
first of his two titles won in the week. 

2012 Results
Andy Gardner, VA
Jon. Lockwood, VA
O Bruce Monnin, OH
O Nick Smith, uk
O Robert Bucheri, MD
O Owen Kyrollos, NJ

 Bob Wicks, CT

25  1993-2012
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