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The event had shown a tendency to bog down,
50 4-man pods were restored in the preliminary
round. Everyone played each of the other three
members in his pod one of three battles; Falling Wa-
ters, Glorieta, and Brawner’s Farm. The chosen battles
were all created by designer Richard Borg and gen-
erally play faster, either due to setup or requiring
only five flags instead of the normal six. This al-
lowed everyone to play a minimum of three battles
and still finish by noon. At least that was the plan.

Eight players emerged from the 11 pods un-
beaten, with one declining advancement, and al-
lowing a 2-1 alternate to continue. Preliminary play
had denied four former champions with only the
twice anointed Jeff Cornett advancing. The Confed-
eracy won three of four Cedar Mountain quarterfi-
nal battles to pit Jeff Cornett’s blue vs Patrick Mirk
and Joe Powell vs Ben Knight's gray in Savage Sta-
tion semifinals. Jeff turned turtle, clearly frustrating
Patrick whose dice abandoned him in a 6-1 defeat.
Elsewhere, Ben's rebels attacked aggressively, tak-
ing a quick lead, but when Ben'’s cards ran dry, Joe
took the 6-5 decision.

The Final used the Gettysburg (second Day)
scenario of the original game, and lasted but 30
minutes. After only one turn of movement, the
flags began to fall with Jeff claiming his third BCY
title 6-4. Most games were played
with the new version and it should
become the “default” in the future.
Most importantly, Richard Borg has

promised a new set of scenarios. )

Jeff Cornett, FL 120 Steve Likevich, OH 152

Philip Shea, VA 66 Forrest Pafenberg, VA 139

Ben Knight, MD 60 Bill Morse, VA 114

Lyman Moquin, DC 48 Phil Evans, fr 112

David Metzger, NY 45 Bruno Sinigaglio, AK 66

Patrick Mirk, FL 33 X Rob Beyma, MD 60

Robert Eastman, NV 33 4 Bob Ryan, MI 60

\ ! Steve Lollis, MD 33 » '. R Frank Sinigaglio, N] 57

- Nicole Reiff, OH 30 > Vince Sinigaglio, N] 42

Larry Lingle, PA 30 John Clarkge,gFL 34
4 Battle Cry (BCY) N\ (" Battle of the Bulge (BS1)

pair of past champs, Rob Beyma
{j and Bill Morse, joined two perennial
contenders, Frank Sinigaglio and Forest
Pafenberg, to make the elimination rounds in a
down year for the grognards. Paffy’s Germans
got off to an average start with four kills, but Rob
was nonetheless stretched thin and made a daring
counterattack at 5-1 to hold the line. An exchange
would have killed the only unit able to plug the
line and Paffy could have waltzed through to vic-
tory. But fate wasn’t so kind and the opportunity
slipped away as US reinforcements arrived and
the defending champ returned to the Final.

In the other semi, Frank captured Stavelot
and the fuel dump therein on the 19 AM turn
and also overran an artillery unit near Houffal-
ize permitting a four-hex advance to pressure
Parker’s Crossroad. The Allies had lost 17 units,
so Bill dropped back into forts and choke points
hoping to avoid an exchange. On the next turn,
the Germans were able to launch a 3-1(-1) attack
on Bastogne and a 2-1(-1) attack on Trois Ponts
for an 83% chance of taking one of the towns
and the game, but he rolled a Contact and an
Engaged and Bill was off to hunt bigger game.

The Final was a rematch of the 2011 title
game, but with the sides switched. No matter,
Rob showed he was equally adept with either
side as the original playtester
put his considerable experi-
ence to work and successfully

Qefended his title.
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¥Bruno Sinigaglio, AK
8 Chris Easter, GA
% Mark Miklos, GA
5 Rob Doane, MD
[ Rob McCracken, DE
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Top Laurelists

Mark Miklos, GA 222
Dale Long, NJ 116
Bruno Sinigaglio, AK 106
Jim Tracy, OH 84
John Vasilakos, VA 81
Chris Easter, GA 70
Cliff Hansen, NM 48
Rob Doane, MD 47
David Stiffler, VA 46
Volko Ruhnke, VA 42

Bruno Sinigaglio, AK

Top Laurelists
Tom Gregorio, PA 293
Randy Heller, NH 227
Bruno Sinigaglio, AK 182

Bob Ryan, MI 128
Bill Morse, VA 111
Phil Evans, fr 94
Forrest Pafenberg, VA 89
F Steve Likevich, OH 65

Marty Musella, VA 51
Mike Mitchell, GA 42

Tom Gegorio, PA
-

/Battles of the Am. Revolution (BAR)\

lay balance was much in evidence in the lat-

est rendition of the event as the Americans
forged a slim 14-12-4 edge. 22 of the 27-player field
entered the Mulligan Round; the Battle of Eutaw
Springs. Seven of the defeated and five new recruits
joined for a repeat of Eutaw Springs in Round 1. The
Round 2 game was Germantown. 15 of 17 eligible
players returned, necessitating the first and only
bye. It went to defending champion, Rob Doane.

Doane returned from the bye to join seven
Round 2 winners in contesting Saratoga. Here,
each side won twice including the only Deci-
sive victory in the tournament as Chris Easter’s
Americans captured the British baggage train on
the next to last turn for a Decisive victory over
Chris Storzillo. In a rematch of the 2011 Final,
Doane again defeated Champ Easter for the other
American win. In the British victories, Mark Mik-
los and Bruno Sinigaglio bested Rob McCracken
and Dave Stiffler respectively.

The four fought the battle of Monmouth Court-
house in the semifinals. Bruno’s Americans held
off a furious attack by Doane’s British to preserve
a marginal victory with precisely the three VPs
needed to achieve it. On the other board, Miklos
and Chris Easter fought to a draw with Chris ad-
vancing on a tie-breaker. Pensacola was the scene

for the Final and Bruno bid 4 Morale
Points for the Spanish. Despite ter-
rible weather he rode miraculous
mortar accuracy to a decisive victory

e

for his first BAR title.
J

\

4 Bitter Woods (BWD) N

e tournament suffered through a bout of the
tropics as the temperature and humidity in
Lampeter taxed the stamina of players more accus-
tomed to the frigid climes of the winter battle fought
in that room. Nevertheless, 16 stalwart wargamers
advanced to the second round. The best game of the
round was a nail biter that went to the last die roll as
Marty Musella upset AREA’s 4th-ranked player and
two-time champ Randy Heller.

In the quarterfinals, another major upset shocked
the field when the unpredictable Forrest Pafenberg
dumped AREA’s top-ranked and 2010 champ Bruno
Sinigaglio. Forrest continued to display his unpredict-
ability by getting crushed by Tom Gregorio in three
turns in the next round. In the other semifinal, Marty
Musella upset another shark as AREA’s third-ranked
Bill Morse lost. Bill's Germans rolled poorly on 16AM
and most of Marty’s Americans were able to escape
entrapment. At Vianden and before Clervaux, Bill's
Germans were stopped cold as neither bridge was
rebuilt. In the 6th Panzer Army area, Peiper managed
to get behind the American infantry and threaten Eu-
pen, but an unfortunate die roll prevented a German
exploitation move into the victory point town. In the
end, Bill was one victory point shy of a win.

The Final between Tom and Marty proved anti-cli-
mactic and was over in a few turns, as Marty’s Ameri-
cans used the same unsuccessful strat-
egy tried by Paffy against Tom’s Ger- [RZEaE]
mans: holding forward. With his win,
Tom Gregorio has now garnered six 10-5-4
Q/BC BWD titles plus a PBeM version.
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Century Events

Top Laurelists

Paul Sampson, OH 36
Bruce Hodgins, on 33
John Corrado, VA 30
Rob Flowers, MD 30
Daniel Speyer, NY 21
Tom McCorry, VA 18
Eugene Hourany, TX 12
Chris Skuce, on 12
Ed Kendrick, uk 9
William Kendrick, uk 9

e
Paul Sampson, OH

Top Laurelists

Don Greenwood, MD 372
Nels Thompson, NY 300
Andrew Cummins, uk 276
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 207
Alan Applebaum, MA 204
Jim Doughan, PA 187
Jim Eliason, IA 185
Michael Kaye, MD 181
Bryan Eshleman, NC 169
Mark Gutfreund, KY 163

4 Brass (BRS) )

ttendance fell to a midpoint of 37 players,

again originating from four nations. The aver-
age score again increased to 133.9—up more than
10 points over 2011—with the highest logged by
Lee Proctor at 167. Two players, Proctor and Eu-
gene Hourany, both won two heats. After 14 pre-
liminary games, nine of the 12 winners attended
the semis, so two alternates (were admitted to form
two 4-player and one 3-player semifinal games.

Hourany and Sampson both went heavily for
cotton development in the Final. Corrado, third last
year, and Sampson both developed iron, coal and
ports. Kendrick took opportunities to build coal
and iron but fell behind in development. By the end
of the canal era, he had built all his iron and had a
lead but the others had shipped two and three M3s
and were better placed to score twice.

The rail era opened with the usual flurry of
double rail builds. Hourany and Sampson both
shipped three mills, Eugene with a slight edge hav-
ing built three in the canal phase. Corrado went for
rail, iron and a shipyard, dipping to -10 income at
one point. Kendrick stayed away from mills, built
coal opportunistically and managed to block Cor-
rado to build two shipyards. However he found his
rail network constricted and finished last with 133.
Several coal and iron overbuilds proved decisive as
Hourany reached 139 while Samp-
son and Corrado both made 140.
Sampson remained a point higher
on the income track, thus enabling

him to secure his first WBC title. /

(" Breakout: Normandy (BKN) )

Preferences between the new (L2) and old (AH)
version were split but bidding betrayed the dif-
ference in balance with the Allies getting 40 in the
AH version against nearly zero in the L2 Design.
The results were split 8-10 in the German favor
with the L2 games seeing the majority of Allied
wins. Individual games still teemed with exotic
events. Caen being contested on the invasion turn,
British forces from Gold and Juno capturing Aunay,
Sword Beach falling to German control, disastrous
sequences of weather changes in both directions,
and US troops in Carentan on the 7th, being among
the more notable.

Five previous champions fell in the campaign
leaving a semifinal field of Mark Gutfreund, Kevin
Hammond, Mike Kaye and Bruno Passacantando,
each seeking their first BKN title. The dust of the
semifinals settled with Mike’s Allies triumphant
over Mark and Kevin’s Germans victorious over
Bruno. Both survivors preferred L2 rules and
sought the Allies, and two quick bids had Kevin ac-
cepting the Germans with an extra 5 supply bonus.

Mike's allied opening started badly with the Brit-
ish airborne going D1 against Merville and the naval
bombardments failing to register a single hit against
the German Coastal Artillery. When the US Air failed
to dent the Port-en-Bessin Coastal Guns the scene
was set for an Allied bloodbath. And
then Mike’s dice got worse! He sol-
diered on for four days but conceded
on the 10th with German assaults on

his beaches in the offing.
NG & o4
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¥Barry Smith, NY
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Top Laurelists

Ewan McNay, CT 353
Nick Benedict, PA 192
James Jordan, MD 156
Barry Smith, NY 117
Randy Schilb, MO 104
Rick Kirchner, KY 84
Scott Pfeiffer, SC 83
Mark Smith, KY 82
David Gantt, SC 70
Richard Curtin, NY 64

Top Laurelists
Sceadeau D’Tela, NC 30

Jay Fox, NJ 30
Rob Drozd, IL 30
Elaine Pearson, NC 30
Danny Lewis, DE 30
Anne Norton, NJ 30

Rob Winslow, NY 20
David Burkey, PA 20
Sean McCulloch, OH 18

Sceadeau D’Tela, NC

- Marco DeLaurentis, PA 18

4 Britannia (BRI) )

Ithough our numbers were down to their

lowest ever, the competition was not. A
313-point game gave Greg Hultgren the Red high
score honors. Chris Trimmer took the Yellow
prize with a 243 score in a tightly played game.
Jim Jordan pulled in the rest of the High Score
prizes with Blue (266) and Green (271). A favorite
award, Ethelred the Unraedy, went to one of the
troop of next generation players. Thomas Mor-
ris, with a score of 186, clearly showed that to be
a case of bad luck given his performance in the
semifinals which earned him a trip to the Final.

The semis were the usual close run affairs,
with close attention paid to runner-up finishes
which would also advance this year due to the
paucity of qualifiers. Apparently, Britannia play-
ers don't like tropical climes. Nor do Danes care
for Norwegians apparently. Barry Smith, with
Svein and three Danes attacked Mark Smith’s
Harald with three Norwegians in the semifinals.
One die roll later it was an empty space, full of
smoke arising from the dice embers.

In the end Barry Smith emerged triumphant,
scoring 241 points as Green to take his first Britan-
nia title. It was also his first WBC shield of any
type in the past ten years. Two-time champ Ran-
dy Schilb claimed second with the Yellows at 233,
while 2009 champ Rick Kirchner's
Reds claimed third with 223. Young
Thomas Morris’s Blues polled a re-
spectable 215 and a warning of bet-

ter days to come. )

4 Can’t Stop (CNS) )

hants and shouts of success or failure filled the

Ballroom as players tested their luck, egged on
by roving gangs of onlookers who took their joy in
encouraging others to embrace the third rail: You
Can’t Stop; crying out in disappointment when
the object of their attention busted or, worse yet,
had the audacity to actually stop. The Wednesday
edition of the late-night game circuit remained
so popular that we again were short on copies. A
special tip of the GM hat to Laurie Wojtaszczyk
who truly epitomized the spirit of the night with
her daring win by topping not three, not four, but
five columns (2’s, 5’s, 7’s, 8's, 12’s) to secure her ad-
vancement and a special place in Can’t Stop lore.

The advanced rounds narrowed the field to
those graced by luck for their boldness or those
cautious few who ignored loud advice to dogged-
ly trudge up the number track. Two rounds and
much shouting later, Sceadeau, Dave, Mark, and
Jay were the lucky gents to grace the Final. Us-
ing the oh-so-classy Mountaineers version of the
game and a dice tower, it was obvious that these
fellows took their dice-games seriously.

Flagrant disregard for kibitzing continued - es-
pecially for our most frequent stopper, Sceadeau,
whose slow progress advanced his markers steadi-
ly ever closer until finally, after a uniquely long run,
Mr. Slow-and-Steady dropped the
dice, turned his back on the results,
and let the cheers of the onlookers
reveal the numbers necessary to
(lose out the third track for a win.
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8 Mike Kaltman, PA
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Top Laurelists

Robbie Mitchell, VA 69
L. Dan Hoffman, MD 59
Arthur Wines, PA 48
Scott Buckwalter, MD 42
Olin Hentz, CT 36
Eric Monte, NY 33
Debbie Gutermuth, TX 33
Carolyn Strock, PA 30
Katie McCorry, VA 30
Jennifer Visocnik, IL 30

Eric Monte, NY

Top Laurelists

Peter Putnam, MD 103
Andrew Gerb, MD 83

Rich Meyer, MA 71
Michael Kaltman, PA 71
Sam Atabaki, CA 64
Jeff Meyer, MA 60
Jeremy Spencer, NC 40
Cary Morris, NC 30

g : \ Rod Spade, PA 22
opace,
Rich Meyer, My Kevin Walsh, NY 15

4 Carcassonne (CAR) )

The most recent format of a multiplayer mulli-
gan round followed by 2-player single elimina-
tion rounds proved the right compromise as partic-
ipation reached its highest levels since abandoning
multiple heats. 78 players took part in the mulligan
round. High score (157) for the round went to two-
time champion Robbie Mitchell. Round 1 enjoyed
an influx of new players for the 2-player elimina-
tion rounds with 35 pairs taking part. The high
score went to Chris Korfmann (182).

Round 2 saw 46 players continuing with the
Round 1 winners being joined by the mulligan vic-
tors and a high score of 142 by Brandon Bernard.
The games got tighter in Round 3. John Mewshaw
led the 22 survivors with a high score of 134. Round
4 fielded ten players, led by Cliff Ackman (123).
Due to a bye in the previous round, we had six
players enter Round 5. Only Eric Monte (58th) was
listed among BPA'’s 66 prior CAR laurelists. Dusty
Usner (114), Monte (106), and Cliff Ackman (125)
prevailed over Brandon Bernard (98), Dave Blisard
(98), and Shane Yeager (100). In Round 6 Monte
faced off with Usner while Ackman was paired
with Robbie Mitchell in a volunteer, non-advancing
eliminator role. If Ackman won, there would be a
Round 7 game. If not, he would claim third place.

Mitchell (103) recovered his winning form in time

to shorten the tournament, besting
Ackman (72) and transforming the
other half of the bracket into the Final.
In a very close match, Monte (106) de-

\ feated Blisard (98) to claim the title. )

4 Caylus (CYL) )
W’hatever optimism I had for the fu-
ture of Caylus was dashed when

‘the bottom fell out’ of this year’s atten-
dance. Only 23 players participated; limiting play
to eight games in the two heats. Most striking was
the lack of past champions. None of the previous
six winners were present.

One heat winner declined to advance. The
remaining six (including Rich Atwater - the only
double winner) were supplemented by two al-
ternates. Mike racked up 113 to win one semi;
newcomer Otis Comorau taking second with a
solid 78 points to join the Final. While a ‘building
boom’ was going on at that table, Rich Meyer’s
game experienced a ‘building bust’. The lack of
resource cubes got so serious that Rich found
himself hitting the usually weak Resource Favor
track numerous times to complement the Build-
ing Favor track. Rich was able to pull away, scor-
ing 95 to best Jason Long by more than 20.

Rich and Mike both went for the Final Building
Track early, while the others opted for early Carpenter
plays. The turning point came when, during the last
round, Rich and Otis (and later Jason) beat Mike to the
castle. Mike had only gotten in a single castle batch for
the phase, and was shut out from end-of-round favors
while Rich deposited four batches and used favors
to construct two more stone build-
ings (the Alchemist and an Architect)
to open a commanding lead that he
would never relinquish. Final score: .7

@ch 76, Mike 67, Otis 60, Jason 44.

_'_3..-/
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2012 Results
¥Michael Lind, VA
8 Gino Sinigaglio, NJ
8 Frank Sinigaglio, NJ
8 Brian Conlon, CT
8 Doug Galullo, MD
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% John Jacoby, VA
t78 [0 1991-2012

2012 Results
F¥Peter Gurneau, WI
8 Bob Jamelli, PA
8J.R. Tracy, NY
8 Bob Heinzmann, FL
[ Dave Stiffler, VA
R Bill Edwards, VA

COMBAT
COMMANDE

kY Bryan Collars, SC
43 2007-2012

Top Laurelists

Josh Githens, SC 263
Frank Sinigaglio, NJ 152
Steve Katz, VA 144
Tom Saal, MI 120
Anthony Musella, VA 117
Scott Sirianna, NY 85
John Tighe, Jr, NJ 84
. Bill Beckman, SC 72

Michael Lind, VA 60

Mike Stanley, OH 60

Top Laurelists

Bob Heinzmann, FL. 165
Bryan Collars, SC 72
Peter Gurneau, W1 62
Michael Johnson, MA 52
Bob Jamelli, PA 48
J.R. Tracy, NY 44
Chris Byrd, CT 42
Mike Galandiuk, OH 40
Brian Hanechek, MA 24
David desJardins, CA 24

=

Peter Gurneau, WI

4 Circus Maximus (CMS) )

2 11 was the tamest race anyone could recall

with little blood spilled, and a female cham-
pion no less. 2012 would be different. The Rabbits
(Lissa Rennert) and Amish Buggy (Michael Lind)
were light chariots. The other ten finalists drove
heavies and viewed them as so many sheep.
Despite the obvious menu choices, events trans-
pired such that by Turn 3 the strategy was deter-
mined. The Rabbits led and were uncatchable.
The Amish, true to their calling, waited peaceably
behind the pack.

On Turn 8, mayhem reigned as the Rabbits
had to lap the field and began tiptoeing through
the minefield of the pack. The Camels of defend-
ing champ Angela Collinson were first to go,
kissing the wall and ending her day. The Skunks
flipped in the turn, and several mounts died. 21
Horse and nine Wheel hits found their mark. By
Turn 11, the bunnies endurance was cut to 1 from
continuous evasion. In rapid succession six ani-
mals were lost. Josh Githens, dubbed Chief Dull
Knife from a previous Final when he was unable
to cut away a dead mount, gleefully rid himself of
a carcass only to have two more of his Tigers cut
down. Amidst all this, the leading Rabbit flipped.

Dan Dolan Jr attacked the Amish wheels,
flipping both carts. Lind was five away from the
finish line with three body parts, as Rennert died

while being dragged over the
e line. The dragged Lind rolled a

= 1 and surfed over the line alive
=

\_ with a body part to spare. )

4 Combat Commander (CBC) )

4 players braved the “jungle like” conditions in

Lampeter to actually post an attendance increase
in the year of “the swamp”. The tournament again
used a Swiss-Elim format with four opening rounds
advancing four players to single elimination playoffs.

Peter Gurneau and JR Tracy were undefeated in
the swiss rounds and seven more stood at 3-1. Two
of those advanced to the semifinals on tiebreak-
ers. There, prior champion Bob Heinzmann met
Gurneau while JR faced Bob Jamelli in Blizkrieg
Unleashed. Heinzmann failed his playoff test for
the first time. In the other semifinal JR’s Poles ap-
peared to cruise as Jamelli’s attack faltered. How-
ever, timely Air Support saw his best leader and key
defensive units break and soon thereafter a second
Air Support event ended JR’s title hopes. The Stukas
had their way that day.

So Peter and Bob met in A Midnight Clear match
of first time finalists. Fate favored Peter’'s Americans
from the outset as an early reinforcement (105mm
radio) and Lucas, US Hero, appeared and wreaked
havoc. The Germans were not without their own
bright spots as a Sniper event silenced the USMMG.
The VPs were still tight as the Germans battled
back, recapturing a key objective. However, mount-
ing casualties had pushed them perilously close to
their surrender level. Bob threw his key leader and
a squad into melee to recapture Ob-
jective 4, but his luck failed. With

concede and Peter was proclaimed

their elimination, he was forced to ’/

the 2012 Champion.
N P J




012 Results

llen Kaplan, NJ
hn Kirk, PA

my Curtis, OK
ck Morrell, NY

ick Young, NC
6 2006-2012

2012 Results

F¥James Geronimo, NJ
8 Robb Effinger, on

8 Kevin Emery, SC

[ David Buchholz, MI
[ Tom McCorry, VA
[ Tom Bissa, MI

% Dave Long, NC
t 46 2011-2012

Top Laurelists

Bill O'Neal, NY 123
Allen Kaplan, NJ 68
Tony Curtis, OK 58
Chad Mekash, NJ 56
Brian Conlon, CT 54
Jack Morrell, NY 52
Rick Young, NC 30
John Kirk, PA 24
Terry Cotter, CT 24
Jeff King, ME 18

Allen Kaplan, NJ

Top Laurelists

James Geronimo, NJ 40
Dennis Mishler, GA 30
Tom McCorry, VA 26
Robb Effinger, NJ 24

Kevin Emery, SC 19
David Buchholz, MI 16
Lane Hess, PA 12
Tracey Casselberry, VT 9
- hn Emery, SC 6
John Emery,
Lo Ceronmo BN | Top Bissa, MI 4

/Commands & Colors Ancients (CCA)\

nother great (but warm) year in the Ancient

world climaxed with John Kirk and Allen
Kaplan cutting through a field of 36 to down three
former champs and meet for the title. They would
play Mycale twice, switching sides.

Allen’s Greeks pressed the Persian right to
clear the hills and draw first blood. Another Per-
sian unit soon died, and the leader-loss check
claimed the leader as well, putting Allen up 3:0. A
counterattack netted John his first banner, but the
Greeks kept coming—pressing across the river
for a 5:1 victory.

Switching sides, Allen needed only two ban-
ners to carry the day. John's Greeks opened the
rematch on the Persian right, drawing first blood
with a ranged attack. Allen consolidated. John
again pressed forward with a mounted charge,
scoring his first banner. A Persian Line Command
restored order, pushing away many of the Greeks
and gaining a banner, to secure a 1:1 tie. John or-
dered four right and forded the river, killing two
more Persian units for a 3:1 lead. Allen’s response
was only partly successful, pushing one Greek
unit back. John again pressed the Greek right,
killing another Persian unit, to pad his lead to 4:1,
one short of ending the game and tying the match.
Alas, Allen’s riposte killed two Greek units, clos-

ing the score to 4-3, and ensuring his
title. John took small solace in killing a
fifth Persian to win the game 5-3 a turn
too late. Allen carried the day on total

\ banners, 8-6. /

he Final started slowly with the Immigrant

Species card as one of the five initial draws,
causing players to expand slowly. Tom Mc-
Corry’s Arachnids -3, JR Geronimo’s Insects -2,
Kevin Emery’s Amphibians -2, Robb Effinger’s
Mammals -1, Tom Bissa’s Reptiles —1 and David
Buchholz’s Birds were the protagonists.

JR scored the Intelligence card on Turn 2,
granting everyone an extra action pawn rather
than see his Insects be left behind. Robb estab-
lished the Mammals on the tundra for an early
bid for Survival control, while Tom and Kevin
sent six of their species cubes to the box through
an untimely Ice Sheet action followed by a nasty
Biomass extinction. Fearing a Mammal runaway,
Catastrophe was used to eliminate the Mammal
tundra presence on Turn 4, with five species head-
ing to the box. JR migrated a number of his Insects
onto the now vacant tundra, and he secured the
Survival card. Turn 5 saw JR migrate again onto
the tundra, to sew up the Survival advantage.

The Ice Age arrived in Turn 6. Robb im-
proved from 6th in the Turn Order to first in just
six rounds, but, after everyone migrated, the
huge payout from JR’s dominance cones in Ice
Age scoring and his final Survival scoring was
too much for his Mammals to overcome. So, with
a VP-adjusted score of 124 to 103, JR became the
champion with his first ever .
WBC title! They were followed
by Kevin with 88, David 86,
@m M 81 and Tom B 64.

(" Dominant Species (DSP) )

2012 Results
¥Chad Weaver, PA
8 Derek Glenn, KY
8 Cal Doughan, PA
8 Nick Ferris, MD
FiRob Kilroy, PA
FLoc Nguyen, PA

% Thomas Browne, PA
t 127 2009-2012

cob Dyer, IL

lenn McMaster, on
ill Dyer, IL
Proctor, IL

es Denam, NC

rad Johnson, IL
8 1992-2012

e Final consisted of two games with cards
from the Seaside and Alcheny expansions. Ran-
dom seating gave Chad Weaver the first turn in
Game 1, followed by Nick Ferris, Cal Doughan and
Derek Glenn. Chad and Nick opened with Silver
and Moneylender while Cal opted for Workshop
instead of Silver, and Derek took Ambassador.
Chad’s deck worked well early as Turn 3 saw him
pull his Moneylender, Silver and three Coppers—
for an early Gold purchase. Derek’s strategy began
to take form as his Ambassador gave slowing Es-
tates to his opponents while adding a Cellar to his
deck. He continued this Ambassador strategy, rid-
ding himself of his last Estate on Turn 5, and using
his Cellar on Turn 6 to draw the Ambassador again
and start discarding Coppers also. Turn 9 saw Der-
ek’s strategy come full circle with the purchase of
a Curse. Derek’s deck was much tighter now, and
he began gaining Provinces every other turn. Con-
versely, Chad’s deck was slowing due to the Curs-
es and Estates from Derek’s Ambassadors, but his
early Province and Island purchases retained the
lead. When Cal ended it with the last Province on
Turn 22, Chad was just two points ahead of Derek
(32 to 30). Cal and Nick trailed with slower decks
and 23 and 20 points respectively.
Game 2 followed suit and Chad’s two wins
clearly handed him the title, while a second and
g, third each for Cal and Derek re-
7 wmy\ quired a comparison of total points,
() ' with Derek edging Cal for second

Top Laurelists Top Laurelists
Arthur Field, SC 20 Bill Dyer, IL 148
Sceaudeau D'Tela, NC 52 Glenn McMaster, on 115
Haim Hochboim, is 50 Phil Barcafer, PA 93
Chad Weaver, PA 40 Joe Abrams, CT 70
Randy Buehler, WA 40 Steve Koehler, NC 70
Edward Fu, NY 40 Joe Harrison, KY 58
Rob Renaud, NY 38 Jean-Francois Gagne, qc 55
Edward Fear, NY 30 i . Benoit Groulx, qc 48
Andy Latto, MA 26 — Stephane Dorais, qc =~ 45
Derek Glenn, KY 24 Jacob Dyer. 1L Matt Fagan, NJ 43

4 Dominion (DOM) N Dune (DUN) )

\_ place. )

‘Qherited trait!

The Bene Gesserit returned to the top of the
heap, participating in more wins than any oth-
er faction, but the Harkonnen, normally a frequent
winner, fell on hard times and recorded the most
losses. The Fremen and the Atreides climbed, both
registering strong mid-tier results along with the
Guild and the Emperor.

“Grueling” is the only word that can describe
the 15-turn, 14-hour title game! Bill Dyer drew
Atreides (his personal favorite), James Denam
returned to the Final again to take the BG, Glenn
McMaster got the Emperor, Lee Proctor the Fre-
men, Jacob Dyer (Bill’s son) the Guild, and Chris
Bennett the Harkonnen. With a pair of two-time
champions involved, it was destined to be a brutal
game from the start. At least four different alliance
configurations schemed for the win, and then were
forced to battle to prevent others from winning
when they were stopped. Casualties were severe.
By the end, most of the tokens and many leaders
were in the tanks, and most factions were playing
with only a few revived tokens. It became nearly
impossible for any faction to exert dominance,
with the leading alliance always being beaten back
by the cooperation of the other four. In the end,
the Guild, who had been laying low and clearly
playing for the stalemate from the outset, won a
2-way default victory with the help of
his Emperor ally. Congratulations
to Jake on his victory and first WBC
title—perhaps Dune aptitude is an
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2012 Results
¥Eric Freeman, PA
8 Curt Collins IT, PA
8 Geoff Pounder, on
f1Jay Fox, NJ
5 Bruce DuBoff, NJ
[ Jeff Meyer, MA

% Rob Flowers, MD
t 61 1999-2012

Century Events

2012 Results
¥Bart Pisarik, IA
8 Eric Brosius, MA
8 Mark Giddings, NY
8 Harald Henning, CT
8 Rich Meyer, MA
8 Ken Gutermuth, NC

EWPIREBUILDER

% Bob Stribula, PA
59 £ 1999-2012

21 )

2012 Results
¥M. Hodgkinson, bn
8 Antero Kuusi, fn
2 Tom Thornsen, NY
[ Paul Gaberson, PA
[ Dennis Culhane, PA
R Craig Yope, MI

% Mark Herman, MD
t24 2005-2012

Top Laurelists
Rob Flowers, MD 103
Curt Collins II, PA 87
Greg Thatcher, FL 77

Top Laurelists
Richard Meyer, MA 182
Eric Brosius, MA 125
Harald Henning, CT 115

2012 Results
¥Tim Hitchings, DE
8 Rob Kilroy, PA
8 Dale Long, NJ
[ Bill Powers, VA
o Evan Hitchings, DE
[ Matt Evinger, PA

% Bil Alderman, VA
t 33 1991-2012

Top Laurelists

Dennis Culhane, PA 65
Antero Kuusi, fn 48
Bob Heinzmann, FL. 48
Mark Popofsky, DC 36
Mark Hodgkinson, bn 30
Paul Gaberson, PA 25
John Chabonneau, NY 24

Robb Effinger, on 69 Jim Yerkey, MD 110

Jason Levine, NY 62 Tom Dunning, NY 97

Eric Freeman, PA 60 Dave Steiner, DE 91

Geoff Pounder, on 58 Tedd Mullally, NJ 79

4 Jay Fox, OH 55 1 [} Mark Kennel, DE 78

: Charlie Kersten, OH 40 - — Debbie Gutermuth, NC 66

g '

Eric Freen.\:n PA Mark Guttag, VA 40 Fan Bl Donna Balkan, on 61

4 El Grande (ELG) N\ (  EmpireBuilder (EPB) )

he semifinals had a good mix of returning

players and new faces. There was an espe-
cially strong showing from the “Jay’s Basement”
game club with six players in the semis. The
Final featured former champs Curt Collins, Jay
Fox, and Geoff Pounder. The 12th ranked Eric
Freeman returned for his third trip as a final-
ist, leaving Bruce Duboff as the newcomer but
one who had just dispatched a pair of former
champs in the semifinals.

Bruce started strong. In cooperation with
Eric, they executed two scoring cards in the first
round to open a 20-point gap. In the second
round, Bruce again used a scoring card to widen
his lead. Even after the Turn 3 scoring, Bruce
maintained a 10-point lead over Eric and 20 over
the rest but his board position was deteriorating.

Over Turns 7 and 8, both Eric and Curt used
a scoring card, once in the Castillo and once in
Galicia, each of which benefitted them and no-
body else. They were opening up a substantial
lead. Then, in Turn 9, a “Score the 5’s” came out.
The defending champ, going first with the 1/13
combo, managed to lock down his home prov-
ince (New Castile) with the King, but had only
a tenuous hold on the 5 regions. When the card
was scored, everyone received points but him,
and this along with the last Castillo drop made

= the difference, giving Eric a decent
lead and his first EI Grande title as
Curt was denied his third straight

championship. Y,

The demo was well attended. One newly men-
tored player, Natasha Metzger, went on to win
her first game! There were 24 unique preliminary
winners. Mark Kennel won all three of his games
while Mike Zorrer and Ted Mullally each won
twice. They plus all single game winners less one
absentee advanced. Two alternates with a pair of
seconds completed the 25-player semis that yielded
five winners for the Final.

Mark Giddings started it by building west from
Milano. Eric Brosius discarded his start cards. Rich
Meyer built from the Ruhr towards France. Harald
Henning constructed track from France towards
Italy. Bart Pisarik laid track southwest from the
Ruhr. Harald delivered first: Cattle to Paris for
€7M. With new cards, Eric built from Yugoslavia
to deliver Workers to Antwerpen. Meanwhile, Bart
was building to Iberia to deliver Tourists to Bar-
celona. Without enough cash to build to Lisbon,
Mark had to wait three turns to use the track Bart
was completing. He was finally able to deliver Cars
and Wheat to Lisboa for €56M. Eric upgraded to a
Fast Train first and then built the English Chunnel.
In Iberia, Bart, Mark, and Rich all dumped cards for
elusive Cork or Oranges demands. In all, players
discarded at least 15 times. Harald was first to up-
grade to a Super Freight. A mixup ensued about the
remaining Cork chips. By the time Bart
delivered those Cork loads, he had the
required city connections and €261M.
Eric followed with €221M, Mark €185M,

Earald €184M, and Rich €179M.

Craig Yope, MI 19
Pablo Garcia, ch 16
Steve Campbell, NH 16

Mar Hodgkinson, bn

Top Laurelists

Matt Evinger, PA 78
Gordon Rodgers, PA 78
Tim Hitchings, DE 63
Mike Sincavage, VA 48
Evan Hitchings, DE 47

Bill Peeck, NY 47
Rob Kilroy, PA 36
Blair Morgen, NJ 36

Mike Mitchell, GA 36
Robert Eastman, NV 33

Tim Hitchings, DE

4 Empire of the Sun (EOS) )

rnout was good despite unexpectedly realistic

South Pacific weather. Nearly half of the field
was newly arriving theatre reinforcements who took
part in the training demo. Our veterans continued
the training with tough love during Round 1 with
live fire exercises.

Round 2 began the real fireworks. Distinguishing
themselves were Paul Gaberson, Craig Yope, three-
time champ Dennis Culhane, defending champ An-
tero Kuusi and newcomer Mark Hodgkinson. Mark
ultimately prevailed in a one-VP Japanese victory in
the Final (‘43 scenario) although post analysis sug-
gested opportunities for the Allies to have addressed
this deficit with their last card. It was a great game
nonetheless but what else would you expect when
the titans of Bahrain and Finland meet in Lancaster?

Antero’s allies attacked out of CBI early while
Mark set up island defenses. This was hard as Mark
had six blue (reaction) cards and picked up one more
and two (political) yellows. It was a weak hand and
things looked grim for the challenger but Antero got
a bad roll and Mark’s counterattack in the next turn
regained a lot of India. Anterio went into the Mar-
shall’s and then began deep Island Hopping. Mark
cut his fighter support by counter invading places
like Nauru (at a cost!) to barely make POW (progress
of war). Both players attempted to keep momentum
by switching attack points by sneaky PBM’s (post

battle moves). Both are to be applaud-

. ed for their skill and their dedication | |ing Bill by a single point. Matt
in travelling so far to take part in our | | was last with 48, a new low for T
\_ ampionships. ) t\he two-time champion.

4 Enemy In Sight (EIS) )

hree Heats drew 11 tables with only
@ winners advancing to the Sunday
Final. Matt Evinger won two heats to
narrow the qualifiers to ten. Unlike last year’s
12 finalists, four opted out of another round, so
we were left with six qualifiers, prior laurelists
all. It would be a far different experience. There
were to be no “excused on account of low score’
issues after each hand to thin the herd.

Hand 1 went quickly in a feeding frenzy on
whoever was hurtin’. Rob Kilroy and Matt were
thus shut out. Dale Long made the strategic er-
ror of leading too soon with 66 points. Hand
2 ended with Rob still scoreless, Matt with 32,
2006 champ Evan Hitchings 70, and his dad
with 97.

It seemed that Tim Hitchings led a charmed
life in Hand 3—thwarting numerous attacks
against him. Meanwhile, Dale was becalmed
with just a single ship. Matt always drew the
wrong card, though he had ships aplenty. Bill
Powers took advantage of these failings to score,
but from a long way back. Evan found himself
boxed in, and subject to much attention. Rob,
with no natural enemies, emerged as a steady
menace, sinking ships with great frequency.
Tim’s 139 won the day over Rob who rose to sec-
ond with 104—all scored in the last hand! Dale
hung on to third with 85, edg-

/




