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2012 Results
¥Craig Moffit, NJ
8 Steve Scott, CA
5 Eric Freeman, PA
F1Romain Jacques, qc
[ Patrick Shea, VA
FMozes Eyal, MD

(% Craig Moffit, NJ
135 1999-2012

hn Corrado, VA
8 [0 1993-2012

Top Laurelists

Jeff Cornett, FL 114
Craig Moffit, NJ 74
Aaron Fuegi, MA 70
Eric Freeman, PA 68
John Kilbride, PA 42
Ananda Gupta, MD 42
Chetan Radia, uk 40
Rob Kilroy, PA 36
Matt Calkins, VA 32
Aran Warszawski, is 30

Craig Moffit, NJ

Top Laurelists
Richard Meyer, MA 76
Paul Bean, MA 72
Richard Irving, CA 56
Aaron Silverman, FL. 44
Doug Hoylman, MD 42

Eric Brosius, MA 40
Ted Drozd, IL 32
Randy Cox, SC 31

Winton LeMoine, CA 28
Shantanu Saha, NY 24

Paul Bean, MA

4 Euphrat & Tigris (E&T) N

'\,‘LS”F ith four qualifiers absent, four heat
winners plus the best four runners-
up filled two semifinal games. Two-time de-
fending champion Eric Freeman won one semifinal
(5-6-7-12) with Steve Scott (4-5-5-7) advancing as the
runner-up. GM Craig Moffitt won the other game
(10-10-11-13) over Romain Jacques (7-10-11-15). The
winners, Eric and Craig, chose to move third (Lion)
and first (Archer) respectively in the Final. Romain
and Steve became second (Bull) and fourth (Potter).
Craig setup in the Northwest with his King,
Trader, and Priest, looking to build monuments
in the corner. Romain started at the intersection
of the two rivers to the East with his King and
Trader and quickly built the Green/Black monu-
ment in Round 4. Meanwhile, Steve opened con-
servatively in the Southeast and slowly built his
support with tile placements.

At game end, Steve used his long-built support
to expand north and win a Trader conflict against
Craig. Amazingly, after this conflict, all three Monu-
ments were disconnected from any Leaders. Re-
duced to a single Leader and with his adversaries
closing quickly, Craig elected to discard his hand
twice to end the game. It was none too soon, as he
barely held the lead when scores were revealed, win-
ning his own tournament for the first time in eight
years at the helm. Craig finished with 6/7/11/15,

Steve 6/7/8/10, Eric 6/7/8/10, and Ro-
main 5/5/6/15. Steve earned runner-up

0y ound 1: Characters in Shakespeare’s Trag-
dies; Beatles Original Songs; Baseball
HOF Pitchers, AKC Dog Breeds; Current US
Senators. B, G, H, L, P. Paul Bean led with 15. Average: 9.
Round 2: Individual Performers in the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame under a Stage Name; Superbowl Start-
ing Quarterbacks, 1997-2012; X-Men Members; Tony
Award Winners for Best Musical; 50 Most Populous
Cities. B, C, D, ], M. Matthew and Natalie Beach tied
with 14. Average: 7.5.
Round 3: Bill Murray movies, current members of
the League of Arab States, Major Party Vice-President
nominees, 1952-2008, HBO/Showtime Original Series
with new episodes airing after 2000, Atari 2600 Car-
tridges. E, L, M, Q, S. Jason Levine and Mark Guttag
tied with 15. Average: 7.3.
Round 4: Colors in a Standard Pack of Crayolas; IAU
Constellations; Disney/Pixar Animated Full-Length
Features; German Cities with over 100,000 Citizens;
NFL/ NBA/NHL/MLB/MLS Team Nicknames. Letters:
A, E, 1, O, U. Richard Irving led with 16. Average: 9.4.
Round 5: Leaders in Gettysburg ‘88; Politicians from
Kremlin and Kremlin Revolutions; Diplomacy Supply
Centers; Advanced Civilization Commodities and Ca-
lamities; Titan or Titan: The Arena creatures: B, D, G,
S, T. Jim Eliason, Ted Drozd and Paul Bean tied with
17. Average: 6.7.
Taken altogether, Paul Bean won his
second title with 66 correct. He was fol- \__J
lowed by Mark Guttag and Richard Ir-

= wood despite the exact tie for second | | ving with 65, Eric Brosius 64, Rich Meyer A
\ due to his disadvantage in Turn Order) @, and Ted Drozd 62. /

4 Facts in Five (FI5) )

2012 Results
F¥Joe Powell, VA
8 Dan Rynkowski, NY
8 Ken Whitesell, PA
F1Doug Galullo, MD
[ Bruce Reiff, OH
R Sean McCulloch, OH

% Bert Schoose, IL
t 22 1991-2012

2012 Results
F¥James Pei, VA
8 Mark Giddings, NY
8 Bill Pettus, MD
8 Henry Russell, PA
8 Jeff Donald, VA
[ Nick Pei, CA

% Mark Herman, MD
28 1999-2012

Top Laurelists

Bruce Reiff, OH 262
Bill Cleary, MD 99
Ken Whitesell, MD 71
Ray Stakenas II, CA 66

Joe Powell, VA 62
David Rynkowski, NY 57
Bert Schoose, IL 56
Kevin Keller, MD 39
Paul O’Neil, MD 33
7
Jocilionel MV ® Dan Dolan, Jr, NJ 24

- A

Top Laurelists

James Pei, VA 646
David Dockter, MN 216
Mark Giddings, NY 151
Mike Mitchell, GA 69
Riku Reikkinen, fn 68
Trevor Bender, CA 62
Nicholas Pei, CA 60

Stefan Mecay, TX 60
Bill Pettus, MD 52
Tim Miller, GA 52

James Pei, VA

(" TFootball Strategy (FBS) )

iy Heat 1 drew 16 players. Round 1 was
all blowouts except for the Birn-
baum-Stakenas game that required over-
time for Marvin’s 23-17 win. Round 2 saw Marvin
run out of gas versus Doug Galullo 20-10, Dave
Rynkowski win a thriller versus Jim Vroom 26-24
and Ken Whitesell defeat Bruce Reiff 42-28. Joe
Powell then downed Doug by 11 and Ken won 20-
13 over Dave. In Round 4 Joe earned a return trip
to the title game with a 25-10 win over his longtime
league rival.

Heat 2, always the lesser attraction, drew eight
players - again ideal bracket material. Rynkowski
scored 50 to win by 35. Reiff also returned to form,
35-9. Whitesell bested former champ Bert Schoose
28-24 and Sean McCulloch upset Birnbaum 27-17.
Dave then defeated Sean 24-17 and Ken joyously
downed Bruce a second time 21-14. Ken jumped
out to a 10-3 halftime lead in the Heat Final but
couldn’t close the deal, as Dave rallied for a 22-
17 win. Ken nonetheless had a great tournament,
making the Final of both heats and handing the
perennial champion a double dose of humble pie.
This guaranteed him third place in the tournament
and first place in Greenwood’s pantheon of heroes.

The Final started badly for Joe as the opening
kickoff was fumbled and quickly converted into 7

points—an edge Dave increased to 17-7
at half. However, the second half be-
longed to Joe as he scored three unan-
swered TDs for a 28-17 win, thereby tak-

\ ing every game by a double-digit margin)

(" For The People (FTP) )

ot only was this a grueling tournament in

terms of a strong field, but the heat in the
Lampeter room was not unlike campaigning in
the fields of Gettysburg. Many wargamers sought
refuge elsewhere, leaving only a handful of stal-
warts behind. It was in this sauna that Mark Gid-
dings and James Pei met for their fourth Final.
Unlike other “wimps” who could not stand the
“heat’, these veterans endured the Civil War at its
hottest for nearly eight hours!!!

Giddings unexpectedly took the South. Pei
took the wrong pile of cards to start as Mark drew
a Major Campaign and two CSA reinforcement
cards. Pei was only able to leverage the Farragut
card by sacking Columbus GA. By the end of
1861, TX and AR joined the Union, causing the
permanent loss of two CSA reinforcements.

By Turn 5 of 1862, the continuous clash of big
armies in the East took its toll. The AOP lost three
battles in succession, but the attrition rate was
starting to cripple the South. Coupled with the
loss of two states and a blockade zone, another
Major Campaign succeeded in getting KY, but was
unable to prevent MO’s entry into the Union. The
turning point came during Turn 8 of 1863, when
a depleted ANV failed to evade from Richmond,
and lost the ensuing battle. To add insult to in-
jury, Rail Degradation took Mark’s Minor Cam-
paign card. After failing three
blockade zones on Turn 9, he RElm
conceded James’ 12th FTP title, 3 };3

Gailing in SW 111 to 39. W,




12 Results

tt Kucic, PA
Schoose, IL

y Musella, VA
erick Lee, CA

hua Githens, SC
L0 2000-2012

2012 Results
¥Sarah Vasilakos, VA
8 Gary Schaefers, PA
8 Scott Saccenti, MD
[ Brandon Beard, PA
5 Chris Kizer, CA
1 Dacey Collinson, MD

% Chris LeFevre, AZ
t 95 2001-2012

Top Laurelists

Jason Levine, NY 160
Barry Smith, NY 113
Lance Fogel, PA 78
Roderick Lee, CA 45
Robert Kircher, MA 38
John Schoose, IL 34
Matt Kucic, PA 30
Mario Veillette, qc 30

{ MattKucic PA )

Top Laurelists

Lisa Gutermuth, NC 78
Sarah Vasilakos, VA 61
Chris LeFevre, AZ 33
Jordan Flawd, PA 33
Brandon Bernard, PA 30
Stefany Speck, MD 30

Forrest Speck, MD 30
Dan Lewis, DE 30

The 2012 Final again took place on an eye-
popping enlarged track. This year it was an
advance copy of the upcoming Baltimore Circuit.
Special thanks go to Asmodee Games for provid-
ing, not only the Final track, but additional prizes
as well.

In the year Bruce Beard’s seven-year 18XX
streak came to an abrupt end, all eyes were on Ja-
son Levine as the likely successor to WBC’s longest
winning streak. But no! Five-time champion Levine
saw his three-year winning streak unceremoni-
ously end as he was reduced to a spectator for
this year’s Final. The starting grid was filled with
ten unique race winners—with only 2001 champ
Roderick Lee having won previously. The pit boxes
were chosen in order of qualification.

The racing was tight through the opening lap
which had no casualties but saw five drivers take
a Quick Pit stop to stay competitive. Lap 2 had ev-
eryone come into the pits as the mean streets of Bal-
timore wore down those precision machines. Five
of the remaining seven drivers needed to Long Pit
to reassemble their cars with the other two using
a fast stop strategy. Lap #2 was more treacherous.
The South Howard Street corner claimed both Jeff
Finkeldey and Thomas Vickery and the West Pratt
Street Corner was too tricky for Lee to navigate, but
whose crash nonetheless earned 6th place laurels
given the lngh casualty rate. By the official count that
left only four racers to follow
Matt Kucic across the finish line

James Kendrick, uk 30 Matt Evinger, PA 30
Steve May, MD 30 | (Rt | Debbic Gutermuth, NC 30
4 Formula De (FDE) N [ Formula Motor Racing (FMR) )

after a grueling four hours. )

2 preliminary games were played as the

event drew a record field. It wasn’t easy
pickin’s though as John Rinko discovered in
a race that claimed both his cars before he
even had a turn! And that wasn’t even in the
“Crash” variant table that claimed 22 cars in
six races.

Exactly 18 qualifiers appeared for the three
semifinals. Sarah Vasilakos claimed high score
for the round with 37 but Gary Schaefers pre-
vailed in a game that claimed six cars in the
last race. There are only six cards capable of
eliminating a car and all took their toll.

Brandon Bernard took the early lead in
the Final with a first and second for 16 points
in Race 1. It remained close after three races,
with Gary claiming a second and third for 18
points, and Scott Saccenti winning to forge
a three-way tie for second at 16. Race 4’s
win gave Gary the lead with 28 points. Chris
Kizer took the fifth race to pull back into
contention. Gary played the Spin Out in the
last race and rolled a 5 to hit his own car so
he rerolled. Another 5 resulted, knocking out
his own car. With the penultimate play, Sar-
ah moved both her cars into the lead. Bran-
don had the coveted last play, but could not
change the outcome—leaving Sarah with 40
points and her first WBC title. Gary had 33
points followed by Scott s
26, Brandon 22, Chris 20 g

@d Dacey 15.

12 Results
Gardner, VA

0 1992-2012

ichard Beyma, VA
egory D. Smith, FL
vin McCarthy, OH
hn Sharp, FL

. Zimmerman, PA

ince Meconi, DE

0 1992-2012

Top Laurelists

Nick Henning, CT 206
Pitt Crandlemire, MA 132

Top Laurelists

Ed Menzel, CA 237
Vincent Meconi, DE 176

A /UPI) 64,000 mobsters occupied Gangsters

for 35 million games to help make the
underworld a better place for all criminal master-
minds, especially Ben “The Roach” Gardner, and
the other 99% too. [The press exaggerates a little—
especially when being “persuaded.”]

We protested unfairness. It's not fair that
Gangsters had 99 times more water than all WBC
naval games put together. It's not fair that just
1% of the WBC Century has squirt guns. It's not
fair that crime pays in just 1% of tournaments.
It's not fair that the Cops are trying to arrest the
one Racketeer who supplied the 99 bottles of beer
on the wall. It's not fair that new recruits were
trained by video so well that our gangs were bul-
let-ridden. Alas, despite our noble protests, some
unfairness remains: gangsters still have 99% of
the fun. Apparently, that's an immutable law of
the multiverse. Just remember that Gangsters will
be fun as long as there’s gravity.

We discovered that there’s a lot of fairness out
there too. It’s fair that criminal masterminds earn
99% of the G’s and have all the cool nicknames.
It's fair that squirt guns are 100% fun. Thankful-
ly, all agree that Gangsters are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights including
Thugs, Vamps, and the Pursuit of Rack-
eteers. While The Roach was coolly
buying up all roach motels in Chicago,
thieves hit the tournament—making off
with two custom polo shirts. This crime

will live in infamy, but The Roach is
still our anointed Godfather. /

Nick Smith, uk 130 Richard Beyma, VA 106

John Pack, CO 114 Ted Drozd, IL 102

Andy Gardner, VA 77 Allen Kaplan, NJ 91

Bob Hamel, CT 75 Dave Zimmerman, PA 81

J Ben Gardner, VA 68 Barry Shoults, MI 56

o i Thomas Richardson, VA 64 ".,.‘ ’ 5 Mike Pacheco, CA 54
= - im Castonguay, PA 54 | | Jim Tracy, OH 54

I 7. OH

LA Mark Love, MD 53 e CA Gregory D. Smith, FL. 42
4 Gangsters (GSR) N Gettysburg (GBG) )

his year, 47 games used the campaign

: scenario, with the Confederates win-

ning 30. There were 40 Confederate bids
ranging from 1 to 12 VPs. The average bid was
4.32 for all games and 5.75 for games in which
there was a bid. Only 13 of the 30 players played
the requisite three games to qualify for the play-
offs. The qualifiers were: Richard Beyma (9-1, 64
points), Ed Menzel (5-2, 62 points), Greg Smith (7-
7,60 points), and Kevin McCarthy (3-3, 54 points).

In the semifinals, #1 Richard faced #4 Kevin
and #2 Ed was paired with #3 Greg. Richard’s
Confederates, bidding 5.5, secured a Turn 15
resignation from Kevin, while leading 48-22.5.
Meanwhile, Ed’s Rebels also rolled over Greg’s
Federals despite a bid of 10.5—eliciting a Turn 11
concession.

The Final told a different story. Richard again
took the South for a bid of 11. The Confederates
were forced to hand over the chit to Ed on Turn
6 when suffering a double flip in an all-infantry
assault on Cemetery Hill. The reroll resulted in a
single flip against the Grey. With the chit in hand
and no reason to hand it back, Ed then proceeded
to methodically grind the CSA, leading to a July
2nd concession. Ed’s 4-0 mark as the Grey won
him the Best Confederate Player designation on
a percentage basis over Richard’s no less impres-
sive 9-2 tally. Jeff Lange’s 3-0
record as the Blue edged Vince
Meconi’s 3-1 log for Best Union

{layer honors. o,
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2012 Results
¥Rob Doane, MD
8 Greg Tanner, AZ
2 Ed Beach, MD
F1Dave Cross, VA
& Chris Withers, CA
R NA

kY Justin Rice, VA
t 10 1993-2012

Top Laurelists
Chris Withers, CA 395
Ed Beach, MD 259
Rob Doane, MA 118
David Cross, VA 112
Mark Booth, VA 107
B. Passacantando, CT 84
Paul Nied, KS 78
e Steve Likevich, OH 66
- Justin Rice, VA 59
Michael Pacheco, CA 46

tuart Tucker, MD
0 1996-2012

Top Laurelists

James Pei, VA 392
Keith Wixson, NJ 307
Jim Heenehan, PA 254
Chris Byrd, CT 223
Lyman Moquin, DC 102
Steve Worrel, VA 96
Peter Reese, VA 94
Randall MacInnis, NJ 91
Stuart Tucker, MD 76
Gary Andrews, NY 62

! .
Steve Worrel, VA

I twas a Union year from start to finish.
@ The preliminary rounds used Seven

Pines (Union 3-2), Warwick Line (Union 3-1),
and McDowell (Union 2-1). Five players won twice
to advance to elimination play —top seed Ed Beach,
Greg Tanner, Dave Cross, Rob Doane and Chris
Withers—with the former three receiving byes to
the semifinals.

Doane eliminated perennial champion With-
ers in a play-in game of Johnston’s Retreat, and then
ousted the only other champion this event has seen
in this century by topping Beach in their semifinal
of Jackson’s March. No one can claim Doane’s path
was easy, but with his two wins and Greg Tanner’s
victory over Dave Cross in the other semifinal, we
were assured of a new champion.

Doane took McClellan’s Yanks in the Final. On
Turn 1, the Union initiative rolls were good, and he
established a fishhook line running from the James
to Portuguese Tavern. The dice turned in Tanner’s
favor on Turn 2. A string of initiatives and attacks
allowed the Rebels to surround the Union II Corp,
and a grand assault by Lee caused 11 casualties.
Turn 3 saw another seismic shift in the dice. Heint-
zelman led a counterattack in the center to force a
Confederate retreat. This was accomplished de-
spite Little Mac going 0-for-4 on grand assault at-
tempts. More than half the CSA army was tapped

: out at this point. Jackson made a last-
ditch attack on the Union center, but
with another roll going the Yanks’

(" Great Campaigns (GCA) )

way, Tanner conceded. /

Hannibal (HRC) )

/
Carthage and Rome once again fought
ﬁ to a virtual draw with Carthage taking
39 of 77 games. Three former champions
fell at the outset. Chris Byrd’s Romans lost a 9-9
tie to Eric Brosius forged by Hasdrubal’s last-turn
voyage to Sardinia. Keith Wixson’s Romans lost to
Michael Mitchell 10-8 and three-time champ James
Pei’s Carthaginians fell to Michael Sosa 11-7.

Six players entered Round 4 unbeaten. Steve Wor-
rel's Carthage used Syracuse and Philip against de-
fending champ Moquin, losing both by game’s end,
yet managing a 9-9 win. Sosa’s Carthage lost Hannibal
in Turn 4, but also held on for a 9-9 victory over Mi-
chael Ussery. Randy Pippus used two Force Marches
by Africanus to sack Stuart Tucker's Carthage with
one strategy card left. Meanwhile, Byrd and Wixson
recovered to post 4-1 records. Wixson’s first Sand
plaque was especially noteworthy, as it completed a
rare plaque cycle with all six woods for Hannibal.

In Round 5 Worrel's Carthage quickly had
Pippus in trouble, with both Philip and Messenger
Intercepted events on Turn 1, and Syracuse on Turn
2. Steve had to leave after the Turn 7 concession,
hoping for a good result in the other match in
which Sosa faced 3-1 Jim Heenehan. Jim’s Romans
overcame early Philip and Syracuse events and then
invaded Africa to draw the bulk of Carthage’s
forces there. The Hanno Counsels Car-
thage event was played on Turn 9 to pin
them there, allowing Rome to mop up
in Spain for an 11-7 win. This left Steve [
@ the only unbeaten player. -

2012 Results
¥M. Pare-Paquin, qc
8 Dennis Mishler, GA
8 Nick Benedict, CA
[T 8 Dan Hoffman, NC
. | | 8Jeremy Martin, GA
[ Michael Kiefte, ns

'm‘l..m.r_..

% Ed Beach, MD
t76 CO 2006-2012

2012 Results
¥Joe Collinson, MD
8 Dom. Duchesne, qc
8 Harald Henning, CT
8 Lee Waters, MO
8 Nick Pei, CA
1 Greg Crowe, MD

3 Craig Yope, MI
147 1993-2012

Top Laurelists

Jeff Burdett, NY 125
Alan Sudy, VA 91
Dave Cross, VA 72
Bryan Collars, SC 68
Dennis Mishler, GA 66

=¥ Justin Rice, VA 62
w Mathieu Pare-Paquin, qc 60
. — Larry Mull, NV 60

Dan Gallagher, MD 60
John Wetherell, PA 60

M. Pare-Paquin, qc

#

Top Laurelists

Harald Henning, CT 146
Jeff King, OH 124
Joe Collinson, MD 108
Kevin Youells, PA 97
Rolinda Collinson, MD 90
Jonas Borra, NY 84
Henry Dove, MD 80
Gregory Kulp, NJ 74
Mike Backstrom, MN 68
Haim Hochboim, is 60

("Here I Stand/Virgin Queen (HIS)\

e publication of Here I Stand's sequel, Virgin
Queen, was probably the cause of the event's
dramatic rise in attendance; jumping from 13 open-
ing round games in 2011 to 18 this year. Five HIS
and four VGQ games were held each night. Nick
Benedict was our only double winner, scoring HIS
victories as both the Hapsburgs and France. Semifi-
nal games were won by Mathieu Paro-Paquin (in a
one-turn Hapsburg knockout) and by three players
who earned Protestant victories on the second turn
(Dennis Mishler, Michael Kiefte, and Jeromey Mar-
tin). Dan Hoffman and Nick Benedict joined these
two as wildcard entries for our Final.

Final Power selection was as follows: Dennis
Mishler (Protestant), Mathieu Pare-Paquin (Haps-
burgs), Michael Kiefte (Papacy), Jeromey Martin
(England), Dan Hoffman (Ottomans), and Nick
Benedict (France). Both Pare-Paquin and Mishler
were playing the same Power that advanced them
in the semifinals. Dennis, playing his favored Prot-
estants, looked the part of the likely victor on the
second turn. However he fell one CP short of being
able to complete a third bible. He would end the
turn 1 VP short of the win. Mathieu’s Hapsburgs,
benefiting from a two-turn alliance with the Otto-
man, could win if both of his New World expedi-
tions scored 2 VP each. Mathieu’s dice delivered the
required 4 VPs courtesy of Amazon
and the Incas to take a title in his first
WBC appearance with 23 VP. Follow-
ing him were Dennis with 22, Nick 21,

Dan 19, Jeromey 19, and Michael 15. /

(" History of the World (HWD) )

he heats yielded nine winners opting to ad-

vance who were joined by an equal number of
alternates based on % of the winning score.

Table 1 drew three former champs but it
was newcomer Lee Waters who led for most of
the way and secured his win with pre-eminence
markers to advance. Runner-up Greg Crowe
joined him. Table 2 seated two former champs
and a pair of veterans in 11th ranked Joe Collin-
son and 22nd ranked Dominic Duchesne. 2001
champ Harald Henning returned to prominence
with a strong Ottoman performance in Epoch 6,
but Dominic worked Britain for a 62-point finale
to win. Harald’s close second and Joe’s solid third
advanced both. Table 3 had a less impressive re-
sume, relying on the ever dangerous 15th ranked
Mark Smith for most of its laurel count. But Nick
Pei averaged 35 points over the last four rounds
to win so easily that only he would advance from
this group.

Dominic appeared to run the table with his
third win in the Final until the pre-eminence mark-
ers were tallied. Here, Joe held a 16-4 advantage,
giving him his first title with 192 points to Domi-
nic’s 183, Harald 174, Lee 166, Nick 149, and Greg
147. Joe claimed he would “laminate the plaque
and have it bolted to his headstone.” It was a long-
time coming. His wife had won ten
years earlier, and one by one, his chil-
dren have added shields of their own
while dad remained without WBC

@agging rights until now. )
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2012 Results
¥David Metzger, NY
8 Phil Rennert, MD
8 Brad Raszewski, MD
P Chris Byrd, CT
[ John Teixera, VA
%)_ Scott Sirianna, NY

% David Metzger, NY

t21
1999-2003, 2010-12

2012 Results
Yaure, PA
ath. McCorry, VA
ebecca Hebner, DC
att Craig, NC
ruce Reiff, OH

58 L1 2007-2012

Top Laurelists

David Metzger, NY 150
Phil Rennert, MD 63
Terry Coleman, CA 54
John Sutcliffe, uk 30
Tom Cannon, NJ 30
Rick Young, CA 26
Chris Byrd, CT 17
Brad Raszewski, MD 16
Rob Mull, CO 15

El David Metzger, NY )

=t Trevor Bender, CA 12

Top Laurelists

Steven LeWinter, NC 42
Joe Yaure, PA 38
Marcy Morelli, PA 30
Brittany Bernard, PA 30
Andy Latto, MA 30
Meg. Friedmann, MA 27
Bruce Reiff, OH 25

Chris Johnson, CA 20
Jason Levine, NY 18
Matt Calkins, VA 18

Joe Yaure, PA

(A House Divided (AHD)

House Divided made its triumphal (and hot) re-

turn as a Century event in 2012. While only 21
generals braved the sweltering heat, three of the four
previous champions took the field. The general trend
was that the Confederates were far more aggressive
than in the past and the Union won only a third of all
games played as a consequence. It is also noteworthy
that the Confederacy won the majority of games in
the first two rounds but from Round 3 onward, the
Union was back to winning its fair share.

The Final drew two past champions, David
Metzger and Phil Rennert. David began with the
traditional “Battle of Bull Run” but then employed
an extremely aggressive western strategy by mov-
ing Union armies down the Mississippi Valley and
through Kentucky to Nashville. Phil responded by
gathering the main Confederate army in Chattanoo-
ga as a threat to the Union advance. He then quickly
turned the tables by rapidly moving his army by
rail towards Richmond in an attempt to capture
Washington. David was forced to halt his western
advance. Regrouping, he entrenched at the critical
Manassas Junction crossroads. Phil responded with
an all out frontal attack. While the Confederates ini-
tially held a substantial numerical advantage, they
were unable to break the Union entrenchments. A
steady stream of reinforcements soon turned the

tide. The Confederacy saw their
last hope disappear after the
,ﬁ@ % second Battle of Bull Run. Thus,
; % David Metzger claimed his fifth

= WBC AHD title.
J

4 Ingenius (ING) )

7 preliminary games left us for the first time

'with more than 16 double winners, requiring
more angst while applying tiebreakers than usual.
It was wasted effort though as with any Sunday
morning semifinal, the top 16 players don’t all keep
their appointments with fame and fortune. Enough
qualifiers were AWOL that if the other double
winners had appeared, they would have been in.
Meanwhile, Joe Yaure was sighted and since he was
on the alternates list, that was enough. Joe’s deci-
sion not to sleep in proved to be fortuitous.

In the semifinals, the aforementioned Joe man-
aged to defeat Bruce Reiff, David Metzger and Ted
Lange. That already made his late entrance note-
worthy. At Table #2 Matt Calkins, your humble GM
and Samantha Berk proved no match for Rebecca
Hebner who enjoyed the largest margin of victory
over our apparently unworthy selves. Katherine
McCorry advanced over Carolyn Strock, Laura De
Walt and Ed Kendrick at Table #3. The last ticket to
the Final was snatched by Matt Craig at the expense
of Jon Gemmell, Paul Rubin and Emily Bacon.

In Finals of yesteryear, the title game tended
to be a defensive struggle. Not so this time, but the
last few turns were anything but boring as the right
tile would have crowned a different champion
on numerous occasions. But time and again each
contender came up empty. Finally,
last-to-the-party Joe won it all with
a score of 11. Katherine trailed with
10/12, followed by Rebecca 10/11
Qnd Matt 9.

2012 Results
¥Richard Fetzer, NY
8 Laura DeWalt, MD
8 Marcy Morelli, PA
[ James Pei, VA
5 B. Berkenstock, NJ
R Dacey Collinson, MD

'i,- Brian Mongold, MD
t115
2001-02, 05-06, 08-12

2012 Results
¥Eric Stranger, OH
8 Andy Friedmann, MA
8 Jim Mehl, VA
[ Tom Drueding, MA
[ Eric Kleist, MD
[ Geoff Allbutt, NY

% ‘AndyFriedmann, MA
t 14 2011-2012

Top Laurelists

Keith Levy, MD 60
Richard Fetzer, NY 30
David Rohde, NC 30
Andy Latto, MA 20
Dave Buchholz, MI 20
Bob Titran, NY 20
Steve Scott, CA 19
Laura DeWalt, MD 18
Judy Wobbeking, MD 18
Tim Keating, IN 18

Richard Fetzer, NY

Top Laurelists

Geoff Allbutt, NY 32
Eric Stranger, OH 20
Tom Drueding, MA 18
Rob Shoenen, PA 18
Andy Friedmann, MA 12
Jonathan Squibbs, PA
Jim Mehl, VA

Dan Hoffman, NC
Eric Kleist, MD
Philip Yaure, PA
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Eric Stranger, OH
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4 Ivanhoe (IVH) )

Ivanhoe has a unique attendance record. In its
nine-year WBC existence it has managed to
grow every year! We had another record turn-
out with a first heat boasting 74 entrants and 15
tables, some playing till nearly 1lam. The event
continued to draw families for good-natured
rivalry. Be it the Collinson’s, the Yaure’s or the
Shea’s, dueling for family honors filled each
night. Steve Caler stood out in a field of great
sports. He should have been seeing red after
Heat 3 as he was dragged into the Green Tourna-
ment to end all Tournaments. Repeatedly forced
to defend green that night in a match we thought
would never end, he acquitted himself with great
chivalry in the best tradition of knighthood.

Power couple Nick Ferris and Laura DeWalt
qualified for the semifinals while dressed to the
nines for “Prom Night”, but only the fair maiden
made it to the Final table. We also had a new-
bie couple, the Roeper’s, who learned to play on
Night 3 and excelled, with Barb becoming first
alternate in only two nights of play.

In the end, it was the Fetzer family who tast-
ed victory, even without a purple chip, as Rich-
ard claimed fealty over all. His son, Matt, won all
four heats last year only to lose in the semifinals,
but dad got it done this year. We
look forward to 2013 when two-time
champ Keith Levy will return from
the Crusades where he was fighting
the new job wars to touch shields

with us again. )

(" King Philip’s War (KPW) )

Players arrived early to determine the
l‘@ fate of New England, but this year

there were far fewer of them as atten-
dance plummeted in the Wednesday time slot. To
reduce the luck element, tournament rules allowed
Church to join the English on the second turn and
Philip was allowed to recruit the Narragansett tribe,
regardless of the opening attacks outcome. Conse-
quently, no one bid for the English. The maximum
bid for the Indians was 3 VPs.

The Short Game was played during the swiss
rounds. Play was balanced, with the Indians taking
nine of 17 games. The semifinals used the long game.
Andy Friedmann and Jim Mehl were paired in one
game while Tom Drueding and Eric Stranger dueled
in the other. Both games went to Turn 9. Jim and Andy
remained close until Andy’s Indians won the day by
gaining three VPs on a 50/50 roll that instigated a bor-
der war between New York and Connecticut. Tom’s
English focused on killing Indians, but in the end, Eric
received more for razing English settlements.

Eric outbid Andy to play the Indians in the Fi-
nal for 3 VPs. Like Tom, Andy focused on killing In-
dians. Meanwhile, Eric recruited the Narragansetts
and Nipmucks and sacked western settlements.
Other tribes followed, razing yet more settlements,
but the Wampanoags and Pocassets
were reeling by the end. As a result,
VPs were tied when the bloodbath
ended, but Eric’s Indians won the day
because more English settlements had
@en razed than Indian villages.
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2012 Results
¥Dave Dentel, VA
8 Tom DeMarco, NJ
8 Brian Goodwin, VA
[ Nick Smith, uk
[ Sean McCulloch, OH
FiJason Arvey, VA

%' Steve Cuccaro, MD
t 34 1991-2012

Century Events

2012 Results
¥Patrick Neary, NY
8 Jessa Burdett, NY
8 Jeff Burdett, NY
[ Daniel Rauma, fn
fo Doug Smith, PA
FMike Confoy, Va

LY Joel Tamburo, IL
t 34 2011-2012

Top Laurelists

Steve Cuccaro, MD 163
Peter Stein, OH 116
Tom McCorry, VA 46
Lee Rodrigues, VA 42
Sean McCulloch, OH 40
Ewan McNay, CT 40

i Llew Bardecki, on 40
1 Nick Smith, uk 39

. - : Marc Houde, VA 35
’
— DlA Dave Dentel, VA 30

Top Laurelists

Patrick Neary, NY 40
Chris Yaure, PA 40
Jessa Burdett, NY 24
Stefan Mecay, TX 24
Jeff Burdett, NY 16
Jeromy Martin, GA 16
Daniel Rauma, fn 12
Martin Sample, NH 12

(Patrick Neary, Ny )| [ Dous Smith, PA :

Roger Taylor, VA

il

4 Kremlin (KRM) )

0y ’l"hjs year only Brian Godwin won twice

and one game had no winner, so two

alternates were eventually advanced to fill

a 6-player Final. Naturally, they would finish first
and second.

Tom DeMarco took the early lead with Party
Chief Apparatchik and KGB head Vasolin. Tom got
two quick waves out of Nestor thanks to the Miracle
Drug card but pharmaceuticals can do only so much.
Nestor succumbed on Turn 5, and the Party Chief po-
sition passed to Krakemheds. Despite ill health, Brian
managed to get one wave out of him, but that was all.

Goforbrok was next in the hot seat. He waved
on Turn 8 for Nick, but failed on Turn 9, dying in the
process. Thus Turn 10 began with no Party Chief and
only four politicians remaining. This presaged the
end, as there were insufficient politicians to refill the
Politburo. Sean McCulloch controlled the Defense
Minister and Brian the Foreign Minister. Before Sean
could claim victory (the Defense Minister being the
only valid candidate, and insufficient Politburo mem-
bers to oppose his election), Dave played an Assas-
sination card, targeting Palavrian, a 2nd level politi-
cian under his own control. The assassin conveniently
missed, but the Defense Minister was then promptly
convicted of the attempt. Brian declared the surviv-
ing Palavrian a hero of the people and the new Party
Chief, coincidentally having six points of Influence

invested therein. Alas, Brian's well
planned coup failed as Dave revealed
that he had seven points on Palavrian

\ and thereby won the tournament. )

4 Labyrinth (LBY) )

e tournament drew 34 players to a Friday

Mulligan and Saturday elimination rounds for
a total of 43 games. As before, the scenario used was
“Let’s Roll” in a single deck configuration. We saw
an entirely new class of laurelists led by Jessa Bur-
dett who made her debut by downing defending
champion Chris Yaure. Her husband, Jeff, finished
third so it's obvious the two had been practicing,
but not so obvious who talked who into playing.

Play balance changed markedly from the 2011
debut. Last year, the US dominated with 29 of 44
games for a win rate of 65.9%. This year the results
were near even; the US winning 22 of 43 for a win
rate of 51.1%. I attribute this to evolving Jihadist
play using a more patient approach. It is the US
player who has the burden to change the board by
making countries advance to Good governance be-
fore game end.

As always, events like this do not work with-
out players who go above and beyond. Roger
Taylor not only taught other players, but even sac-
rificed his own advancement by giving his oppo-
nent a takeback and pointing out a game winning
play. All of the players deserve kudos for playing
under less than ideal conditions in an AC-less
Lampeter Hall. This year truly proved the adage
that the players more than anything else make the
tournament. Credit must also go to Labyrinth de-
signer Volko Ruhnke who again

appeared and handled rules in-
quiries while showing off some
@triguing new projects.
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2012 Results
¥Kenneth Horan, PA
8 Nick Page, on
8 Nick Vayn, PA
5 Chris Senhouse, MA
FoRobb Effinger, on
o Daniel Eppolito, PA

%' Kenneth Horan, PA
t 41 2010-2012

31 )

012 Results
trick Shea, VA
Gumkowski, PA
Gutermuth, NC
olyn Strock, PA
ir Morgen, NJ
Hing, PA

son Levine, NY

0 L0 2003-2012

Top Laurelists

Daniel Eppolito, NV 63
Kenneth Horan, PA 48
Nick Page, on 42
Nick Henning, CT 18
Mike Kaltman, PA 15
Daniel Speyer, NY 15

Top Laurelists

Josh Githens, SC 48
Patrick Shea, VA 42
Daniel Hoffman, NC 36
Kevin Wojtaszczyk, NY 30
Richard M. Shay, MA 30
Bernard Beckerman, NY 30

wo-time defending champion Dan Eppolito

wasted no time making a statement by win-
ning his first game by an astounding 97 points.
One preliminary game ended in a tie between
Rob Murray and Chris Senhouse. It required a
third tiebreaker of reverse Turn Order to give
Rob the victory.

Nine winners and three alternates from the 13
preliminary games advanced. Murray was the only
fiscally responsible player during the semifinals as
the others took loans to feed their workers. How-
ever, fiscal responsibility did not fare well and Rob
settled for third, well behind Nick Vayn. The second
table was a rematch of last year’s semifinal between
Nick Page and Eppolito. History repeated itself as
Nick won and the runner-up again advanced with
the closest second of the semis. However, this time
it was Senhouse, and not Eppolito, who would ad-
vance by finishing two points behind. Ken Horan
defeated Rob Effinger by ten points in Game 3 with
the highest score of the round (209).

Vayn pursued a fiscally responsible strategy in
the Final and Senhouse made good use of the market-
place, but they fell behind the others. Page and Horan
both hoarded iron and coal, but while Page built three
iron boats, Horan built only two and saved his iron for
the steel mill. He converted seven iron into steel which
eventually became two steel boats
and a luxury liner. He also shipped
three times en route to finishing
with a score of 224 and a 43 point

Nick Vayn, PA 12 Kathy Kilroy, PA 30
Chris Senhouse, NY 12 Y Josh Lanham, MD 30
Robb Effinger, on 6 5 Thomas Browne, PA 30
324 ’
Seet o o Steve Pleva, CT 3 Patrick Shea, VA L. Dan Hoffman, MD 30
4 Le Havre (LHV) N Liar’s Dice (LID) )

ZeHAVRE

margin for his first WBC title. )

ttendance reached new heights. The fes-

tivities began with the traditional massed
cup shake—some 220 strong. 33 liars fibbed
their way into Round 2. One round later our
33 good prevaricators were replaced by six po-
tential politicians: Alyssa Gumkowski, Patrick
Shea, Ken Gutermuth, Jeff Hing, Blair Morgen,
and Carolyn Strock.

An early exactor cost five players a die
to start the Final with a bang. It took five
Rounds before Patrick finally joined the casu-
alty list. Blair and Jeff were the first out, each
losing two dice on Rounds 6 and 7. The two
tangled again in Round 8 leaving Jeff contem-
plating his sixth place laurels, but Blair had
little time to rejoice as he exited on an exactor
in Round 9. Carolyn took her exit in the next
Round. In Round 11 Alyssa called Ken’s bid
of two stars. It cost him a die and dropped all
three survivors into a tie. Ken exacted some
payback in Round 12, costing her a die, but
then lost one in Round 13 to Patrick. Another
exactor in Round 14 cost both guys a die and
put Alyssa back in the hunt. She put Ken out
of his misery on the next round.

Alyssa blinked first. Patrick successfully
called her two-star bid in Round 16 to take the
lead. Round 17 would end it. Pat-
rick bid one 6. Alyssa upped the
ante to two. Fatal mistake. Patrick
had lied. His two dice revealed no

Qs and he had his third WBC title.




