
2012 Results
Eric Caron, qc
Sam Edelston, CT
Joe Harrison, KY
Gareth Williams, mo
O Peter Eldridge, uk
O Juhana Keskinen, fn

 Sam Edelston, CT

69   2004-2012

Top Laurelists
Joe Harrison, KY 133
Sam Edelston, CT 78
Robert Eastman, NV 68
Jonathan Miller, DC 57
Steve Lollis, MD 54
Eric Caron, qc 40
Johan Van Huyse, bg 40
Gordon Rodgers, PA 36
John Skiba, NY 30
Scott Gibson, VA 30

Memoir ‘44 (M44)

An eliminator was twice enlisted to reduce 
the field to an even number, but to no avail, 

so Round 6 found three players still alive: Sam 
Edelston (9-1), two-time champ Joe Harrison (8-
2), and Eric Caron (6-4). A “round robin” was 
thus conducted to relegate Joe to third.

The Final scenario had a mixed Allied force 
surrounding German infantry who receive armor 
reinforcements once they kill three Allied units. 
In Game 1, Eric enjoyed great cards, ordering 
21 Allied units on his first five turns (which suf-
ficed for two kills). Sam had to make do with a 
response of only ten units and an Airstrike. Af-
ter further Allied kills in all three sections, Eric’s 
lead increased to 5-2. Sam’s Germans got their 
third kill and entered the tank with Their Finest 
Hour, but, ultimately, Eric converged on the cen-
ter, where his 3-unit Close Assault took the game, 
6-4. In the early going of the rematch, both players 
matched each other, kill for kill. But Eric’s third 
kill, brought on his armor reinforcements, Coun-
ter-Attacking Sam’s Their Finest Hour. On the 
same card, on the opposite flank, Eric’s infantry 
eliminated Sam’s 2-figure tank. Soon afterward, 
the newly-minted Panzer Armor Assaulted twice 
in a row, collecting a kill on each turn, earning a 
second 6-4 victory to sweep the Final.

The six laurelists came from five different na-
tions. This was Eric’s third year 
in the tournament and his first 
time past the second round as 
he earned his first WBC title. 

Eric Caron, qc

Manoeuvre (MAN)

Four swiss rounds advanced the top eight to elim-
ination play. The tiebreaker was points based on 

countries played; the less frequently played coun-
tries from 2011 were worth more. Players were only 
allowed to play each of the eight countries once.

The first three rounds were round-robin in 
4-player pods. After three rounds, only those with 
multiple wins continued. Two of the 2-1 players 
managed a third win to move into the top eight. 
The choice of countries played was more balanced 
as France and Russia led with 21 plays. Only the 
US was played less than 13 times. The national 
records in winning percentage order were Rus-
sia 14-7, Ottomans 12-7, Spain 10-6, France 11-10, 
United States 4-4, Britain 7-8, Prussia 5-10, and 
Austria 1-12. Four unbeatens advanced with four 
3-1 players after tiebreakers were applied. Only 
two players, the Hill father and son duo, who 
made the SE rounds last year repeated this year 
but again both stalled in the semifinals.

That left Brad Raszewski facing Mikko Raimi 
for the title. Brad had a choice of Austrians and 
Ottomans left to play. Mikko’s options were 
down to the Austrians and US. The biggest die roll 
therefore was perhaps before play began. Mikko 
won the roll and took the Austrians. Based on the 
results from the swiss portion this might not have 
been the best choice, but historically it had been a 
stronger choice than the US. The end 
result was Mikko’s first WBC title and 
a good start for the Finnish team in 
their first team game. 

Mikko Raimi, fn

2012 Results
Mikko Raimi, fn
Brad Raszewski, MD
Nathan Hill, MD
O Allen Hill, MD
O Greg Ottoman, VA
O Dave Stiffler, VA

 Andy Lewis, DE

40   2008-2012

Top Laurelists
Richard Beyma, VA 51
George Young, VT 39
John Emery, SC 39
Mikko Raimi, fn 30
Chris Byrd, CT 30
Brad Raszewski, MD 24
Nathan Hill, MD 24
Allen Hill, MD 18
Bill O’Neal, NY 18
Aran Warszawski, is 18

2012 Results
Tom Browne, PA
Pete Stein, OH
Chris Bauch, TX
O Paul Gaberson, PA
O Derek Landel, NJ
O Marvin Birnbaum, NY

 Terry Coleman, CA

46   1992-2012

Top Laurelists
Bruce Monnin, OH 142
Terry Coleman, CA 93
Dennis Nicholson, NY 90
John Coussis, IL 79
Ken Gutermuth, NC 74
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 70
Harry Flawd, PA 67
Peter Staab, PA 66
Bruce Reiff, OH 64
Derek Landel, NY 62

March Madness (MMS)

It only took 83 games to guarantee a 
new champion—no mean feat with 

nine of them in the field. The 23rd 
ranked Chris Bauch hadn’t made a Final Four 
in years, although he knew how to get the most 
out of his team. But Tom Browne, no slouch at 
#30 in the rankings, had been an underdog in 
every single game thus far. As soon as Tom got 
the chance, out came the Run N’ Gun strategy, 
and triple-digit scoring wasn’t far behind. A 
few draws from the oxygen mask later, UNLV 
was in the title game.

In the other semifinal, unranked Paul Gaber-
son put his card-driven strategy games talents 
to good use, but his dice failed to keep pace. 
The 45th ranked Pete Stein was able to build up 
a lead by halftime, and pulled away in the sec-
ond half to make his first Final since 1993.

Could Pete stop the UNLV juggernaut? 
Pete’s Louisville 75 squad had a deep bench 
and by far the best defense that Tom had yet 
faced. As the Final progressed, Tom scored 
well, but not exponentially, and Pete’s guards, 
particularly Junior Bridgeman, tossed in 
enough buckets to keep it close. In fact, the 
game actually came down to the last position. 

For a brief moment, it looked like 
the game might go to overtime, but 
when all of the timeouts were taken 
and the tape reviewed, Tom had 
won his first MMS title. And with a 
‘C’ defense, no less! 

Tom Browne, PA

2012 Results
Eric Hufford, PA
David Meyaard, NY
Tim Keating, IN
O Brad Raszewski, MD
O Mark Crescenzi, PA
O Laura Dewalt, MD

 Ivan Lawson, MD

211   2000-2012

Eric Hufford, PA

Lost Cities (LST)

Heat 1 drew a record 67 pairs, with the other three 
heats attracting 59, 58 and 40 pairs, respective-

ly. 31 players attended all four heats and 40 others 
played three heats. William Hoch had the high score 
of 313 and joined David Gagne, Isaac Clizbe, Shan-
non Keating and Thomas Tu as the only players to 
score over 200 in two games. Mr. Tu also had the 
largest margin of victory at 244. Steve Lollis and Yoni 
Weiss won all four heats. 23 others won three and 34 
won twice. The closest contests were 1-point wins by 
Doug Gallulo’s 118, Cathy Raymond’s 99, and Rod 
Davidson’s 93 over Nels Thompson, Chris LeFevre 
and Andrew Emerick respectively. Although one 
could quibble that the 107-point Rob Flowers - Gino 
Sinigaglio deadlock, rectified by a fourth hand, gen-
erating a 3-point shellacking was even closer. Mat-
thew Beach’s 46 over Bryan Berkenstock’s 35 was 
our showcase defensive game. 

Three alternates from a pool of 26 double win-
ners were needed to fill the playoff bracket. Of ten 
former champions, only the current title holder, Eric 
Hufford, qualified. After three elimination rounds, 
Hufford, David Meyaard, Brad Raszewski and Tim 
Keating advanced to the semis. Tim and David had 
begun their run as alternates. Eric scored 106 in the 
third hand to beat Tim 187-138. David prevailed 
over Brad, 99-66 despite one less expedition. 

In the title game, Eric built a 
39-point lead that David was unable to 
overcome. His 176-140 win made him 
the first defending champ to success-
fully defend his title. 

Top Laurelists
Sean McCulloch, OH 76
Eric Hufford, PA 70
Rebecca Hebner, CA 68
Andy Latto, MA 61
David Meyaard, CT 48
Jared Scarborough, IL 48
Daniel Karp, MD 32
Eric Brosius, MA 30
Jarett Weintraub, NY 30
Chris Entwistle, MD 30
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PanzerBlitz (PZB)

On the blazing hot steppes of Lampeter, historic 
battles were re-enacted once again. Several new 

battles from research courtesy of Bill Scott, Rick North-
ey and Alan Arvold were played among the 31 games 
contested. The conditions in the HQ became increas-
ingly warm as the week unfolded. The final four left 
standing at the end of the week were 10th ranked John-
ny Hasay, top-ranked Marty Musella, #6 Rick Northey 
and defending champ Greg Tanner in seed order. 

Marty and Rick ranked their preferred situa-
tions, and came up with scenario 45 as the chosen 
battle from the Bagration offensive in 1944. Russian 
armor was whittled down during the firefight with 
AT guns and bombardment from remaining artillery. 
After losing several tank companies, Rick conceded a 
decisive German victory. Greg took the Germans in 
the same scenario in the other semi. Johnny bypassed 
Opustoschenia with his armored force. This was an 
unorthodox strategy, which left the German artil-
lery batteries room to maneuver. By the third turn of 
five, the Russians had to go for broke. Russian tanks 
fired on the towns only to miss both shots with “6” 
die rolls. The Germans now had firm control of both 
towns at the end of Turn 4, drawing a concession of 
another decisive German victory.

Again, situation 45 was selected and Greg won the 
choice and took the Germans in the Final. Greg suc-
cessfully defended his title and 
took home his third PanzerBlitz 
championship as the Germans 
made a clean sweep of Situation 
45 in the elimination rounds.

2012 Results
John Emery, SC
Brian Sutton, MD
Kevin Sudy, VA
Ed Rothenheber, MD
Al Hurda, on
Lane Hess, PA

 Gareth Williams, mo

48   2003-2012

Top Laurelists
Bruce Young, SC 206
John Emery, SC 188
Lane Hess, PA 137
Ed Rothenheber, MD 111
Henry Russell, PA 102
Melvin Casselberry, PA 99
Scott Moll, VA 80
Mike Casselberry, PA 60
David Gantt, SC 60
Forrest Speck, MD 60

John Emery, SC

The Napoleonic Wars (NW5)

Monday night drew a turnout of 33, the high-
est of the week and vindicating the deci-

sion to move a heat there. Tuesday saw 25 play-
ers overall, as well as the formal demo with the 
much appreciated use of Rich Shipley’s 3D pieces. 
Thursday’s attendance fell to 15 players, perhaps 
depressed by the conditions in Lampeter.

The Semis were, for the first time ever, seed-
ed based on performance in the heats, with the 
best performing players getting first pick of side. 
This change seems to have been universally con-
sidered an improvement. Surprisingly, that first 
pick was usually Britain, though France swept the 
elimination rounds. Despite being preferred, Brit-
ain did no better than a single second with Jesse 
Boomer scoring 3 VP. Jesse appeared tied with 
Bill Burtless’s Prussians and Henry Russell’s Rus-
sians until Lane Hess narrowly missed a Nobel 
peace prize by posting 4 VP as a neutral Prussia 
with three pacts to take 6th place laurels.

The Final proved to be the shortest ever. 
John Emery used his #1 seed to claim France and 
took only 35 minutes to win, advancing to 5 VP 
and then playing Drought while the bulk of the 
table had but one card and a Reserve each, caus-
ing them to lose their last card and be deprived 
of the chance to play their Reserves. Europe Ex-

hausted had made its appearance, 
and France was allowed a shot at 
a peace die roll. C’est la guerre! The 
dean of the Greenville Mafia final-
ly had his Nappy title. 

2012 Results
Eric Wrobel, MD
Doug Faust, NY
Eric Monte, NY
O Chris Gnech, PA
O Joe Abrams, CT
O Tom Browne, PA

 Richard Irving, CA

59   1991-2012

Eric Wrobel, MD

Top Laurelists
Eric Wrobel, VA 148
Bill Crenshaw, VA 126
Joe Abrams, CT 72
Eyal Mozes, MD 61
Luke Koleszar, VA 58
Steve Dickson, CA 56
Debbie Otto, MO 56
Charles Hickok, PA 55
Ed Wrobel, VA 52
Chuck Foster, TX 42

Merchant of Venus (MOV)

The game retains its share of humorous anec-
dotes. Craig Reece opened by rolling 1-1-1, but 

was able to find shelter on Space Station Planet and 
later repeated the feat only to top it by using the 
Mulligan Gear for another 1! Some days it doesn’t 
pay to get out of bed. Henry Dove learned that 
lesson by paying to pass a 30 penalty oval only to 
discover a 40 penalty. On the other hand, Debbie 
Gutermuth and Eric Monte found Relic Yellow 
Drives on their first roll—proving yet again that 
sometimes hunting taters works and sometimes it 
doesn’t. Or was that platitude “life isn’t fair?” 

The semifinals admitted 14 of the 20 qualifying 
winners plus two alternates with Monte, Eric Wro-
bel, Doug Faust and Chris Gnech advancing. The 
2nd ranked Wrobel was a two-time champion. His 
finalist adversaries, in contrast, didn’t have a MOV 
laurel between them. 

Despite that differential in their resumes, the 
Final was close. Wrobel took an early lead, but was 
quickly caught by Monte with a Relic Yellow Drive 
and Spy Eye and Chris who latched onto some 
hitchhikers. All four held $1,000 in deeds when the 
milk run of Asteroid System (7b)-Inhabited Moon 
via Telegate (9b)-Water World (10)-Jungle World 
via Telegate (2)-Ice Planet (4a) ran dry. Wrobel won 
a couple of the subsequent key races and varied his 

routing to bring the engine home 
with $3,056 and become the first 
MOV three-time champ. He was fol-
lowed by Faust with $2,433, Monte 
$2384 and Gnech $2,251.

Monsters Menace America (MMA)

11 of the 16 semifinalists were under 30, includ-
ing six yet to reach 20. But the only player to 

win two heats was 64 and learned it in the demo. Pat 
Mirk became the top seed as the only double heat 
winner. Only 11 of 23 unique winners appeared for 
the semifinals—making five alternates very happy.  

Three-time champ Marvin Birnbaum won his 
semifinal with Toxicor despite the lowest health at 
the MONSTER Challenge. His Berserk, Armored 
Scales, and High Octane Blood mutations saved him 
as he defeated Seth Kirchner, Anna Rinko and Da-
vid Rennert. Defending champion, Nick Henning, 
won his semifinal with Toxicor and the Army. He 
collected 10 Infamy extra attack markers and Son of 
MONSTER and High Octane Blood to defeat Adam 
Nesmith, Barrett Straub, and Pam Gutermuth. Top 
seed Pat Mirk settled for 5th place as he fell to third 
alternate Morgan Wyatt’s Zorb with It’s A Robot, 
Armored Scales, and High Octane Blood. 

A runaway victory loomed. Nick’s Megaclaw 
amassed 25 health and 12 Infamy attacks. He chose 
and defeated Greg’s Tomanagi’s 2 health, then Mar-
vin’s Toxicor, who had 9 health, 2 Infamy, Son of 
MONSTER and Whip Tentacles.  Megaclaw then 
beat Morgan’s Zorb, who had 10 health, 2 Infamy 
and Armored Scales. The last fight was with Mar-
vin’s Mecha Monster, who actually did 13 damage 
to Megaclaw before falling. Nick 
Henning won his fifth MMA cham-
pionship and he did it as an alter-
nate. And it all started by winning 
the first Junior tournament in 1999.

Nick Henning, CT Greg Tanner, AZ

Top Laurelists
Nick Henning, CT 170
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 136
Rebecca Hebner, CO 77
Steve Scott, CA 68
Joe Sposito, NJ 63
David Brooks, TN 62
Tom Meier, VA 50
Matthew Beach, MD 45
David Meyaard, CT 30
Daniel Val, es 30

Top Laurelists
Marty Musella, VA 161
Bill Scott, VA 139
Chuck Leonard, PA 120
Greg Tanner, AZ 110
Bert Schoose, IL 109
Rich Northey, MA 83
Dave Giordano, NJ 47
Alan Arvold, IL 42
Johnny Hasay, PA 33
Eduardo DeNucci, ag 26

2012 Results
Nick Henning, CT
Marvin Birnbaum, NY
Morgan Wyatt, VA
O Greg Crowe, MD
O Seth Kirchner, KY
O Pat Mirk, FL

 Mark Love, MD

65   1998-2012

2012 Results
Greg Tanner, AZ
Marty Musella, VA
Johnny Hasay, PA
O Rick Northey, MA
O Bert Schoose, IL
O Bill Scott, VA

 Rick Northey, MA

21   1991-2012
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Power Grid (PGD)

The event drew over 100 players for the sixth 
straight year; 54 played one heat, 37 played 

twice, and 21 diehards played in all three! For the 
second straight year we had an overabundance of 
qualifiers. Consequently, next year I will be includ-
ing an as-needed quarterfinal round. Bye prior-
ity qualification will be given to the highest points 
earned. All players should appear for the quarterfi-
nal round—which may become the semi depending 
on the number of qualifiers in attendance. Converse-
ly, if there are enough byes those players may opt to 
play an early semifinal. 

The Final was played on the Baden-Württem-
berg board. This map’s rules changes make for a 
completely different game. In the auction round if 
all players pass on plant purchasing then two plants 
are removed instead of one; however in the build-
ing phase you do not destroy plants that are equal 
to or less than the number of cities built. Phase 1 and 
2 are switched which means you determine player 
order after purchasing plants; which also means you 
keep Turn Order from last turn through the auction 
round, no matter how many cities you built. 

The finalists were almost totally new to the 
rarified air of a Final. Only Matt Calkins, seven 
years removed from a third place finish, had been 
there before. 

It apparently made a difference. Matt built to 15, 
ending the game and winning his sec-
ond title of the week. Tim Horne, Woo-
ly Farrow, and Phil Becker followed in 
that order with 12 Powered Cities each.

Matt Calkins, VA

Top Laurelists
Jim Savarick, PA 179
Eric Brosius, MA 103
Bill Crenshaw, VA 93
Kevin Garber, VA 90
Matt Calkins, VA 76
Robert Woodson, NV 72
Richard Meyer, MA 72
Bill Murdock, NY 72
Patrick Shea, VA 60
Doug Galullo, MD 60

2012 Results
Matt Calkins, VA
Tim Horne, PA
Woolly Farrow V, PA
Phil Becker, PA
Eric Raymond, PA
Jim Savarick, PA

 Jim Castonguay, PA

112   2004-2012

Paydirt (PDT)

Harry Flawd’s Steelers lost on a safety in the 
opening round to send shockwaves through 

the field. John Conlon, the perpetrator, lasted two 
more rounds before falling to Mike James’ Chiefs 
37-21. Defending champ Jacob Hebner led his Bron-
cos over Bill O’Neal’s Dolphins 39-27 in one semifi-
nal, while Mike toppled Terry Coleman’s Jets, 32-7 
in the other. The AFC title game sent Hebner back 
to the Super Bowl with a 26-24 win over the Chiefs. 

The NFC Heat drew 32 coaches vying for anoth-
er shot at Jacob with a lot of early fireworks. Derek 
Landel’s Rams introduced Bruce Reiff’s Saints to 
the wonderful world of point spreads, 45-39! Joe 
Yaure’s Packers ignored defense while outscoring 
Brian Conlon’s Falcons 55-51! On the other end of 
the scoring spectrum, Steve Scott’s Redskins took a 
break from RA tiles long enough to pin a 9-3 loss 
on Mark Love’s Seahawks. Three rounds later Mike 
James whupped Bruno Passacantando’s Eagles 38-
14 and Harry Flawd’s 49er secondary swiped four 
passes in a 38-24 win over those Packers. However, 
four 49er turnovers later, James’ Bears had earned 
a Hebner rematch with a 44-27 win that put Flawd 
down for the count.

Mike James was new to WBC but he plays 
online Paydirt, so he’s no rube. For his part, Heb-
ner had established his bona fides with a title and 
wanted a dynasty. The spread was five points, but 
the Bears allowed only a Bronco FG, 
in an easy 24-8 win to give Mike his 
first WBC title while amassing a 10-1 
overall record! 

Mike James, MD

Top Laurelists
Harry Flawd, PA 204
Devin Flawd, PA 200
Jacob Hebner, CO 60
Bill O’Neal, NY 49
B. Passacantando, CT 41
Mike Destro, NJ 36
Mike James, MD 30
Chad Gormly, MA 30
Derek Landel, NJ 28
Barry Shoults, MI 24

2012 Results
Mike James, MD
Jacob Hebner, CO
Harry Flawd, PA
O Bill O’Neal, CT
O Terry Coleman, CA
O Ron Pisarz, VA

 Harry Flawd, PA

43   1993-2012

Pirate’s Cove (PRC)

There were 663 player sinks with the men fi-
nally redeeming themselves after three years 

of being put to shame by the wenches. The guys 
averaged 5.06 sinks per player to 5.02 for the 
women despite Ruth ‘man-stopper’ Evinger. She 
sank the Royal Navy twice and hung a legendary 
pirate to boot in the same game. With 49 prelimi-
nary games in the books, and only 25 semifinal 
slots, you needed at least one win and a second 
to advance.

There were plenty of pirates in the Cove as 
we set a new attendance record. Former champs 
Brandon Bernard and RJ Gleaton could not get 
past the semifinals, leaving clear sailing for for-
mer champ John Elliott. Cliff Ackman made a 
late push to catch him with three sinkings and 
some buried loot, but fell just short. John used 
Wee Willie Keeler’s strategy of hittin’ ‘em where 
they ain’t. He figured out where everyone else 
was going, and then went somewhere else to 
stay safe. Blackbeard he ain’t! He only sank one 
pirate. Cliff got three, while Joe Collinson and Jeff 
Pattison each collared four. Assistant GM & first 
mate Jason Fisher only sank two, a dismal effort 
for ‘chainlink’. He won his third ‘chain of shame’. 
How on earth did he get into the Final? Oh, he 
won two heats, as did top seed Nico Parauda, 
Scott Siriana, John Elliott, Ben Collinson Sr, Linda 

Pattison and Colton Hardman. At 
least this year we kept the wenches 
out of the Final and in the galley 
where they belong! 

John Elliott, MD

Top Laurelists
John Elliott, MD 80
Tom Pavy, OH 69
Brandon Bernard, PA 52
Paul Weintraub, MD 51
RJ Gleaton, SC 40
Chris Striker, PA 36
Jason Fisher, NC 32
Cliff Ackman, PA 30
Ashley Collinson, MD 30
Henry Pfeiffer, SC 27

2012 Results
John Elliott, MD
Cliff Ackman, PA
Jason Fisher, NC
Joe Collinson, MD
O Jeff Pattison, MD
O Brendan Coomes, OH

 Larry Lingle, PA

114   2005-2012

2012 Results
Riku Riekkinen, fn
Peter Gurneau, WI
John Sutcliff, uk
Pete Reese, VA
Nick Frydas, uk
Tom Gregorio, PA

 Peter Reese, VA

29   1999-2012

Top Laurelists
Tom Drueding, MA 428
Stefan Mecay, TX 352
David Dockter, MN 328
Peter Reese, VA 276
Chris Byrd, CT 208
Rob Hassard, NJ 181
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 174
Nick Anner, NY 162
Riku Riekkinen, fn 138
Jim Falling, MI 117

Riku Riekkinen, fn

Paths of Glory (POG)

The games went smoothly, although, 
unlike prior years, most went the 

distance. In contrast to that grueling 
slugfest, the real highlight was the roll-off of the 
five players with 2-1 records to advance three to 
fill the remaining playoff slots. For the first time, 
one of the roll-off participants won the tourna-
ment. Past champ and Finnish urban legend 
Riku Riekkinen had been sandbagged by John 
Sutcliffe in a Round 1 narrow victory by the Brit. 
And as Rick Byrens said in his Richard III quote 
from Bosworth Field “if I could have rolled high-
er Riku, I could have been you”. Byrens was one 
of the two disappointed 2-1s who tossed too low 
a number to continue. Talk about your paper-
thin margins in the longest event of WBC!

The Final thus matched defending champion 
Peter Gurneau vs. Mr. Second Chance himself. Pe-
ter took the CP with a bid of 0 and started hammer-
ing the west. War status was not played. Paris was 
attacked multiple times with both sides wearing 
thin. Meanwhile, the Russians massed and attacked 
Berlin four times before Berlin was successfully en-
trenched. The Russian attacks weakened the CP till 
only three CP armies remained in the West.

The Russians kept attacking and forced a 
position where the CP would be out of supply 
on Turn 10, both sides still at limited war. Three 

hours into the game, Peter con-
ceded and the Finns had a second 
scalp for their team… all thanks to 
a single dice roll.
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Race For the Galaxy (RFG)

11 players won multiple games during the heats, led 
by Nick Page who won three. In all, 36 winners 

qualified to advance. 30 of those opted to do so, making 
eight quarterfinal games. The top two from each game 
advanced to a semifinal round of four 4-player games. 
Husband and wife pair Eric and Cathy Raymond both 
advanced to those semifinals, but no further.  

Aaron Feugi’s title defense was ended in the 
semifinals by Rob Renaud’s Alpha Centauri and an 
early Terraforming Guild. Third-ranked Rob Kircher 
ended Page’s four-game winning streak to advance. 
#9 ranked Nick Kiwsanto and unranked Curt Col-
lins also won to reach the Final.

The Final used The Gathering Storm. The big 
goals were 6+ military power and 4+ developments. 
The small goals were 3 aliens, first to 5 vp, powers in 
all phases, and the first to discard due to overflow. 
Renaud opened with Damaged Alien Factory, Kircher 
with Alpha Centuari, Collins with Separatist Colony, 
and Kiswanto moaned about his Old Earth.

An early missed blind trade put Renaud and 
Kiswanto at a disadvantage, but it had the un-
expected effect of dissuading early settles. This 
locked Collins and Kiswanto out of the profitable 
produce/trade cycle, and gave both Robs a card 
flow advantage. Renaud was lucky enough to land 
Galactic Federation, which is the trump card in a 
development heavy game and thus 
became champ for the fourth time 
in five years with 51 points. He was 
followed by Kircher with 42 points, 
Collins 34 and Kiswanto 32.

Robert Renaud, NY

Top Laurelists
Robert Renaud, NJ 139
Aaron Fuegi, MA 48
Rob Kircher, RI 45
Nick Kiswanto, VA 27
David Platnick, VA 27
Andrew Yao, VA 20
Doug Faust, NJ 20
Mark Delano, CT 20
Pei-Hsin Lin, NJ 18
Don Sutherland, CT 18

2012 Results
Robert Renaud, NY
Rob Kircher, RI
Curt Collins II, PA
O Nick Kiswanto, VA
O Chris Kreuter, NY
O Nick Page, on

 Robert Renaud, NJ

91   2008-2012

Princes of Florence (POF)

There were 15 qualifier games in two heats 
with Anne Norton being the only double 

winner. The largest margin of victory was Jason 
Long’s ten PP.  24 qualifiers appeared for the 
semis—requiring only the top alternate, Bruce 
DuBoff, to complete five 5-player games.

John Corrado used a Builder strategy to de-
feat Anne Norton, David Platnick, Tom McCorry 
and Legend Dan Hoffman to earn his spot in the 
Final. Tom Johnston downed former champi-
ons Eric Brosius and Eric Freeman by nine PP 
to punch his ticket. Bruce DuBoff, the lone alter-
nate, also won handily. The two most contested 
semis were Jason Levine’s two-PP victory over 
Jason Long and Rod Spade’s one PP margin over 
Peter Walsh.

It didn’t take long for the Final’s story line to 
develop. The first item auctioned was a Builder, 
and Jason paid 900 for it (a “respectable price”, 
as we say.) He wasted no time acquiring two 
more. Six rounds later Jason was broke, but he 
coolly put a Prestige Card up for auction, know-
ing that he’d have to give up PP if no one raised 
his bid. They did, and Jason next put a Jester up. 
No one bid, so Jason gave up two PP to buy the 
Jester, looking relieved. This allowed him to play 
his final Work (together with yet another Build-

ing for three PP more.) In a WBC first, 
Jason had won it all using a pure 
builder strategy. The scores were Ja-
son 59, Rod 57, John 56, Tom 54 and 
Bruce 46.

Jason Levine, NY

Top Laurelists
Rod Spade, PA 130
Eric Brosius, MA 100
L. Dan Hoffman, MD 72
Eric Freeman, PA 57
Aran Warszawski, is 50
Brian Reynolds, MD 50
John Kerr, VA 50
Arthur Field, SC 50
Doug Kaufman, MD 49
Jason Levine, NY 48

2012 Results
Jason Levine, NY
Rod Spade, PA
John Corrado, VA
O Thomas Johnston, IL
O Bruce DuBoff, NJ
O Peter Walsh, PA

 Eric Brosius, MA

57   2001-2012

2012 Results
Steve Scott, CA
Alex Bove, PA
Eric Freeman, PA
Jean-Fran. Gagne, qc
O Mikko Raimi, fn
O Richard Irving, CA

 Steve Scott, CA

154   2000-2012

2012 Results
Stephanie Kilroy, PA
Rob Kilroy, PA
Chris Greenfield, NY
O Curt Collins II, PA
O R. Bacigalupo, MD
O Roger Budz, RI

 Scott Buckwalter, MD

143   2010-2012

Top Laurelists
Alex Bove, PA 240
Tom Dunning, NY 178
Steve Scott, CA 84
Joe Jaskiewicz, MD 70
Winton LeMoine, CA 64
Scott Fenn, MD 52
Mike Kaltman, PA 44
Henry Dove, MD 42
Eric Freeman, PA 40
Richard Meyer, MA 40

Top Laurelists
Stephanie Kilroy, PA 30
Chester Lanham, MD 30
Rod Davidson, AZ 20
Rob Kilroy, PA 18
David Meyaard, NY 18
Curt Collins II, PA 17
Chris Gnech, PA 13
Chris Greenfield, NY 12
Anna Marion, PA 12
Bianca Oksienik, NJ 12

Steve Scott, CA Stephanie Kilroy, PA

Ra (RA!)

RA declined in attendance but still managed 
to breach the 150 mark for the fourth 

straight year. Heats 1 through 4 drew 17-9-13-13 
tables respectively for a total of 52 preliminary 
games. Moving the semi’s to late Friday may have 
been a long overdue improvement. There were 
only six no-shows among the top 25 qualifiers. The 
last alternate taken was 36th compared to 99th and 
83rd during the last two years that practically took 
anyone who dropped by during the semis.

The first semifinal was an easy win for 19th 
ranked Eric Freeman as he bested the 5th, 7th, 
and 8th seeds by 10 points or more. Perennial fa-
vorite Alex Bove also had no trouble advancing 
with a 51-35 win over Jeff Meyer. 67th ranked 
J.F.Gagne got by David Rohde 38-30 and 6th 
ranked Steve Scott topped Eric Brosius 49-37 
to advance. The closest game came in semifinal 
#5 as Mikko Raimi topped Richard Irving 44-41 
with Richard earning 6th place laurels. The first 
words out of Richard’s mouth were “do I get the 
6th place plaque?” Nope… not in Ra. Thanks to 
the “Sandmen fez” some people feel that a 6th 
place plaque is more prestigious than winning 
a tournament. 

The Final was truly a World Championship 
as Canada, Finland and the US were all repre-
sented. But when all was said and 
done GM Steve Scott stood highest 
on the podium with his second Ra! 
title in a hard fought 41-38 victory 
over four-time champion Alex Bove. 

Ra: The Dice Game (RDG)

RDG again posted more than a 30% increase in 
attendance to become one of the fastest 

growing events at WBC. Close games were the norm 
in the heats with nearly half of the games won by three 
points or less. Steve Cameron won his game with all 
four players scoring 41 to 43 points. In the second heat 
Roger Budz, Winton Lemoine, and Jonathan Gemmell 
all advanced with a 3-way tie for first. However, not 
all players were so fortunate. Keith Layton began his 
third heat by rolling five suns. 51 players won at least 
one game in the heats, qualifying for the quarterfinal. 
20 failed to post, leaving 31 to battle through the elimi-
nation rounds. Stephanie and Rob Kilroy, Chris Green-
field, and Curt Collins II emerged for Round 4.

The Final’s strategies seemed to mirror those 
of the last Final. Rob concentrated on Floods 
until they maxed out and then switched over to 
Monuments. Stephanie stuck with Monuments 
throughout. Both Chris and Curt began with Pha-
raohs. Chris switched over to Monuments while 
Curt tried Civilizations, then Monuments, and 
finally Disasters.

As happened last year, the Battle of the Pha-
raohs took its toll on both its adherents. Chris 
and Curt trailed badly. This left Stephanie’s 
Monuments to fight it out with her dad’s Floods/
Monuments strategy for the title. Both strategies 

worked to a point as they finished in 
a 46-46 tie. The seating position tie-
breaker thus gave Stephanie her first 
WBC title and bragging rights in the 
Kilroy household.

38 Century Events Century Events 39



2012 Results
Gary Dickson, CA
Richard Beyma, VA
Bert Schoose, IL
Tom Gregorio, PA
Greg M. Smith, PA
O Mike Mishler, CA

 Tom Gregorio, PA

31   1991-2012

Top Laurelists
Gary Dickson, CA 405
Doug James, NC 368
Tom Gregorio, PA 353
Bert Schoose, IL 215
George Karahalios, IL 86
John Ohlin, FL 81
Rob Beyma, MD 76
Phil Evans, VA 63
Pat Flory, CT 61
Alan Zasada, IL 48

Gary Dickson, CA

Russian Campaign (TRC)

There is no substitute for experience. When it 
came time for the playoffs three former cham-

pions were still standing along with the son of an-
other former champ who had doubtless learned his 
craft in many sessions with his father. 

Richard Beyma made his Final debut against 
former three-time champion Gary Dickson, hav-
ing dismissed another three-time champ, Tom 
Gregorio, in the semifinal. Both wanted the Ger-
mans but Richard’s bid of 27 won him the right, 
if not the day. His opening dice were unfavorable 
and three turns later onlookers agreed that things 
looked grim for Rob’s protege. Young Beyma had 
one more bullet, however, and he used it to create 
an opportunity for a most memorable victory that 
he alone foresaw. He began September with an 
overrun through which two panzer units raced to 
assault Kursk. Further north, three armored units 
attacked the bend of the Dneiper River near Smo-
lensk. The objective was neither city: he was aiming 
his tanks at the spires of the Kremlin! Richard low-
ered the odds of both attacks to 1-1, seeking the 50% 
chance of an outcome that would retreat his tanks 
forward towards Moscow. 

Fortune favored the Russians, however, as Rich-
ard actually ‘won’ his low odds attacks—thereby 
preventing his second impulse assault on the Soviet 
capital. Richard extended his hand, and 
once Gary regained consciousness, 
he took a deep breath to celebrate his 
fourth WBC TRC crown after a 13-year 
hiatus. The Champ was back.

Robo Rally (RRY)

The second heat saw the closest game I have 
ever had to adjudicate. At the end of the time 

limit, all six players had touched the first two flags 
(tie breaker 1), and four of them were within one 
card of the last flag (using the ‘Tom McCorry opti-
mal hand distance to the next flag tie breaker’). So 
it came down to who had the most lives remain-
ing. That happened to be James Gilmore who had 
not lost a single robot. (Obviously, somebody did 
something wrong).

Round 2 generated the worst turnout I’ve ever 
had for a semifinal. Of my 12 qualifiers (one of 
whom was my wife), only seven came (and my 
wife was not among them). Sadly, one of the sev-
en had to leave for a family emergency before we 
got started, so, that left us with six. So, the semifi-
nal became the Final. 

Despite the Final’s use of the Cannery Row 
board, robot deaths were down with only 12. 
However, robot shutdowns were up (averaging 
one or two per turn for 20+ turns). Four were de-
clared for Turn 4 though only three robots were 
alive to take advantage of them. 

All of the finalists were veterans of previous 
rallys, but only one past champion, Alex Hen-
ning, made the cut. Second ranked Bill Navolis 
appeared her main threat, especially when his 
Hammerbot survived being pushed 
three times while riding the Cannery 
Row conveyors. but when the power 
came back on it was 43rd ranked Chris 
Gnech in the lead.

Chris Gnech, PA

Top Laurelists
Brad Johnson, IL 288
Alexandra Henning, CT 74
Bill Navolis, MD 61
Jason Levine, NY 50
Jeff Finkeldey, OH 40
Scott Buckwalter, MD 40
Bill Dyer, IL 40
Jeff Cornett, FL 40
Jeff Ribeiro, NH 40
Dan Lawall, VA 39

2012 Results
Chris Gnech, PA
A. Henning, PA
Ken Samuel, VA
Winton Lemoine, OH
O Bill Navolis, DE
O Steve Cuccaro, MD

 Marc Houde, VA

67   1999-2012

Russia Besieged (RBS)

The Eastern Front Marshals gathered for 
their annual duel in the East. However, 

the climate this year was more like the jungle 
of Guadalcanal than the Steppes of Russia. A very no-
ticeable missing Field Marshal was the game’s design-
er, Art Lupinacci, cruising somewhere in the Carib-
bean. Wally Hnatiw, Charles Catania, Marty Musella, 
Jim Eliason, and Rob Beyma all advanced to Round 
2, but defending champ Richard Beyma departed to 
play other games. 

In the first semifinal, Marty had a very strong 1941 
offensive in the south, capturing Kharkov and Kursk. 
But Jim unleashed a strong northern counteroffensive 
in late fall to reverse the tide. In the other semifinal, 
Charlie had a good opening attack and captured Mos-
cow on Turn 3. Rob counterattacked on both German 
flanks near Moscow and surrounded the panzers in 
Moscow. To avoid another Stalingrad, Charlie aban-
doned Moscow and broke out to the west. Facing a 
growing Russian army that was still holding Lenin-
grad and Dnepropetrovsk, Charlie conceded.

Both Jim and Rob wanted the Russians in the Fi-
nal. Both bid 28 VPs, but Rob won the tiebreaker by 
giving away more infantry replacements. Jim had a 
rough opening turn and never recovered. He rolled 
Clear weather in October and advanced to Kursk, Bry-
ansk, Smolensk, the river near Kalinin, and the Luga 

River. Rob replied with strong counter-
attacks on Turn 3. Faced with a strong 
Russian army and a +1 weather DRM, 
Jim conceded. Rob had regained the RBS 
title—his sixth in seven years.

Rob Beyma, MD

Top Laurelists
Rob Beyma, MD 198
Art Lupinacci, on 81
Richard Beyma, VA 72
Jim Eliason, IA 66
Charles Catania, MD 24
Martin Musella, VA 21
Jim Miller, VA 21
Jim Tracy, OH 12
Craig Champagne, NJ 12
Doug Richards, on 9

2012 Results
Rob Beyma, MD
Jim Eliason, IA
Martin Musella, VA
O Charles Catania, MD
O Walter Hnatiw, on
O Doug Richards, on

 Rob Beyma, MD

14   2006-2012

Rail Baron (RBN)

Persistence got its due  as Donna Balkan shed 
her #15 ranking to earn her first RBN title and 

become the fourth female champion in seven years. 
Her final holdings were: NYC, UP, CB&Q, WP, 
GM&O, and B&M. All were her own purchases, 
save the WP, which she bought when John Henry 
ran out of money leaving a hostile Cleveland. John 
was plagued with short runs (between the NE, NC, 
and SE), eventually reaching 24 destinations (six 
more than anyone else), 14 of which were hostile. 
He eventually sold nearly all of his purchases and 
at the end, held only the IC.

Paul began his runner-up performance by pur-
chasing the PA, followed by the NP, SP, MP, N&W, 
and RF&P. He secured John’s SAL at auction, bare-
ly out-bidding Sam Packwood for it. Sam began his 
purchases with the D&RGW, B&O, GN, C&NW, 
CRI&P, ACL, and SOU and later added John’s 
T&P.  Roderick Lee started with the NYNH&H, 
followed by the AT&SF, CMSTP&P, L&N, and the 
SLSF. Seemingly off to a good start, by game’s end, 
he had traveled to ten hostile destinations out of 18. 

By comparison, Donna traveled to only three 
hostile destinations, Sam four, and Paul five. To-
ward the end, she completed runs from Philadelphia 
to Portland, OR, to LA, to NY, to San Francisco, and 
then back across the country to Boston, where she 
declared for Pittsburgh. Her winning totals of RRs 

and cash were only $331.5 
compared to Paul’s $363.5, 
Sam’s $298, Roderick’s 
223.5, and John’s $31.5.

Donna Balkan, on

Top Laurelists
Mark McCandless, LA 122
Steve Okonski, MD 120
Donna Balkan, on 104
Ron Secunda, MD 101
Mark Kennel, DE 80
Doug Galullo, MD 80
Brian Conlon, OK 74
Inger Henning, CT 66
John Henry, on 60
Angus McDonald, on 60

2012 Results
Donna Balkan, on
Paul Van Bloem, MD
Sam Packwood, MN
Roderick Lee, CA
John Henry, on
O Mike Zorrer, DE

 Ron Secunda, MD

40   1991-2012
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