
2012 Results
Derek Landel, NJ
Frank Cunliffe, PA
Doug Galullo, MD
Paul Weintraub, MD
O David Metzger, NY
O Josh Githens, SC

 Sean McCulloch, OH

207   1993-2012

Derek Landel, NJ

Top Laurelists
Derek Landel, NJ 81
Kaarin Engelmann, VA 66
Ken Gutermuth, NC 54
Josh Githens, SC 50
Doug Galullo, MD 46
Nicole Reiff, OH 40
Alexandra Henning, CT 40
Ted Simmons, NJ 40
Greg Berry, VA 39
Leonard Omolecki, PA 38

Slapshot (SLS)

To get our many reluctant winners to bed 
as quickly as possible, the second round is 

referred to as the “Massively Unfair Semifinal 
Round”. It’s an abbreviated game whose only real 
purpose is to whittle down the sleep deprived to 
a merciful six. So, once the Zamboni left, we had 
six finalists. In a departure from recent years, the 
average age trended up. Was this a renewed effort 
by the geezers to take back Slapshot, or was there 
a killer Werewolf game siphoning off the younger 
crowd? 

Doug Galullo opposed Frank Cunliffe in the 
first playoff series. The first game went to OT, and 
Doug conceded the loss, trying to bruise Frank’s 
best player. Frank was no rube though, and sacri-
ficed his lowly 1 to the bruiser. Ouch! The second 
game also went into OT, and again Doug led with 
his best player. Double Ouch! Doug won the bat-
tle and lost the war. The other series featured Der-
ek Landel’s bruiser taking out Paul Weintraub’s 6 
in Game 1. Paul replaced him with a 7, so Derek 
promptly bruised him too. Derek hospitalized all 
of Paul’s decent players and advanced. 

Bruisers were less effective in the Final. Der-
ek’s team (Forwards 7, 7, 2; Defense 4, 4*, Goalie 
10), which he boasted was better than his ’99 title 
squad, swept the series in four games. His sec-
ond title came 13 years after the first. 
Probably the most impressive thing 
about the night was that Derek could 
remember the composition of his ’99 
title team.

Settlers of Catan (SET)

The games averaged 77 minutes, with the fast-
est clocking in at 40 minutes and the longest at 

two hours. A total of 63 preliminary games were 
played. Only one 3-player game was needed. The 
last place player in that game won the tourna-
ment. We had two triple winners advance to the 
semifinal, but no further. The advancement magic 
number was 10 points—two wins, or a win, a 2nd 
and a 3rd. Two qualifiers opted out, allowing two 
lucky alternates to advance—a first in my GM 
experience. One of the finalists did not play in 
Round 1, yet won her next three games to make 
the Final. In Settlers, almost anything is possible. 

The semifinals lasted about 75 minutes and 
advanced Virginia Colin, Jeremy Osteen, Kolbe 
DiGuilo and Natasha Metzger. Chad Martin and 
Matt Reese, the two triple winners, both were 
runners-up in their respective games and were 
awarded fifth and sixth place. 

Colin and Osteen were ranked players with 
24 laurels each in former tournaments. Metzger 
and DiGuillo were unranked. Building was 
slow in the Final with an active Robber slowing 
production and Osteen able to hurt all three of 
his adversaries by moving the robber to a key 
juncture. Of the five commodities, ore was the 
hardest hit with a 2, 3 or 10 roll needed. Thus 

cities and development cards 
would be sparse. In the end, Jer-
emy turned a pair of 8’s on Turn 
16 into a city and the largest 
Army to win 10-7-6-4.

Jeremy Osteen, MD

Top Laurelists
Rob Kircher, RI 126
Brian Reynolds, MD 125
Rick Dutton, MD 114
Charles Faella, RI 96
Tom Dunning, NY 87
Jeremy Osteen, MD 84
Matt Tolman, UT 84
Andrew Arconti, MD 66
Roy Gibson, MD 66
Tom Stokes, NJ 60

2012 Results
Jeremy Osteen, MD
Natasha Metzger, NY
Kolbe DiGiulio, PA
Virginia Colin, VA
Chad Martin, PA
Matt Reese, MD

 Joseph Maiz, NJ

116   1999-2012

2012 Results
Jason Levine, NY
Tom Browne, PA
Nick Ferris, MD
O Rob Kircher, RI
O Adam Fetzer, NY
O Sean McCulloch, OH

 Jeff Mullet, OH

97   2004-2012

Jason Levine, NY

Top Laurelists
Tom Browne, PA 69
Bruce Reiff, OH 64
Jeff Mullet, OH 50
Raphael Lehrer, MD 46
Rob Kircher, RI 45
Jason Levine, NY 38
Greg Thatcher, CA 30
Bill Salvatore, MD 30
Nick Page, on 24
Eric Brosius, MA 23

San Juan (SJN)

San Juan is a 4-round swiss tournament with 
all three-game winners advancing to single 

elimination. I was hoping to win my first three 
games (or crap out early) because I was starving 
and wanted to go to lunch. While discussing this 
with perennial laurelist Tom Browne he said that 
he had never lost a game in the swiss rounds. I 
remember thinking to myself that he had just jin-
xed himself. Sure enough, Tom would go hun-
gry this year as Eric Brosius did what no other 
player has been able to do in this format. No 
matter. Tom went 3-1 and still returned to the 
Final—albeit a little hungrier than usual.

The other finalist, Jason Levine, had been 
hounded by his AOR nemesis, Bruce Reiff, ear-
lier. But Jason would have his revenge in the 
elimination rounds on his way to facing Tom. 
Of course, Jason would never rub Bruce’s face 
in it. Well, maybe a little. He’s been taking lessons 
from Don. 

Tom would start the Final. He built a Tobac-
co on Turn 1, but Jason trumped him with Silver 
on Turn 2. Jason built the coveted prefecture on 
Turn 3, but Tom got his the next turn. However, 
Jason built a Goldmine and it soon rewarded 
him with a City Hall and a Quarry. Tom coun-
tered with the quick build strategy, but Jason 
prevailed over the only two-time 
San Juan winner 29 to 27. It was 
his first of four tournament wins 
in what would be a very success-
ful week.

Saint Petersburg (SPG)

59 players toed the line for Heat 1. Forrest 
Speck got the most points with 112 in a 

7-round game and Mike Shea had the lowest 
winning score with 48 in a 5-round game. Heat 2 
drew 25 new entries to yield 15 tables. Ian Streeb 
beat Forrest’s first heat score by one in a 6-round 
game. In Lee Mewshaw’s win, defending champ 
Charles Hickock could do no better than third 
despite having both Mistresses and both Obser-
vatories. Joe Harrison, Thomas Johnston, Cary 
Morris, Randy Buehler, Vien Bounma, and Em-
ily Bacon all gained a second win. 12 new entries 
helped man 11 tables for Heat 3. Larry Loiacono, 
Blair Morgan, Akihisa Tabei, Lawrence Solo-
mon, and Kerrin Addis each won their second 
game. Twelve more entrants helped fill 12 tables 
at Heat 4. Stephane Dorais, Perrianne Lurie, Da-
vid Rohde, and Steve Shambeda joined the two-
win club for a total of 15, which meant one 1-heat 
winner would advance. 

Perrianne got off to a slow start in the Final 
as Randy grabbed a first-turn Mistress. Even a 
Turn 4 Mistress did not enable a comeback. As 
usual, it came down to points for unique orange 
cards. Perrianne had five, earning another 15 
points for a total of 71. Blair did a little better 
with six, for 21 points and a total of 86. David 

had seven cards for 28 points and a 
total of 88, but our reigning Caesar 
matched him in orange cards for a 
winning total of 92 points to take his 
third title of the week.

Randy Buehler, WA

Top Laurelists
Arthur Field, SC 102
Randy Buehler, WA 90
Tom DeMarco, NJ 87
Anne Norton, NJ 60
Vien Bounma, NJ 55
Chris Robbins, UT 52
Charles Hickok, PA 40
Curt Collins II, PA 40
Norman Herrick, NE 40
Tom Browne, PA 38

2012 Results
Randy Buehler, WA
David Rohde, NC
Blair Morgen, NJ
Perianne Lurie, PA
O Lauren Vessay, VA
O Vien Brounma, Va

 Amy Rule, MD

108   2005-2012
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Star Wars; Queen’s Gambit (QGB)

The Federation won 22 of 38 preliminary games 
which was unusual. With no time limit in the 

qualifying rounds, the game usually slants towards 
the Naboo. That is counter-balanced by a Federation 
advantage in the time-limited playoffs. The usual 
trend was again defied in the elimination rounds 
with the Naboo winning nine of 15. The combined 
tally was 25 wins for Yoda and 28 for Darth Sidious.

16 of the usual characters advanced to the play-
offs minus two past champs, Nick Page and Bill 
Morse. Three other titlists remained in the hunt. In 
the opening round of the elimination gauntlet, Mar-
ilyn Flowers downed 2005 champ Karl Henning, 
and Brian Sutton dispatched three-time champ 
Larry Lingle—leaving only Sutton remaining with 
a pedigree. Brian bludgeoned Andrew Sinigaglio in 
the next round, but the last champ would advance 
no further as Keith Corbino, playing the evil side, 
slaughtered the two-time champ’s Quigon, Obiwan 
and most of the palace guards in the semis.

In the title game, Corbino’s Federation quickly 
gained the upper hand over John Schoose. Darth 
Maul killed Quigon on the second turn while bat-
tle droids slaughtered the palace guards, the real 
queen and Captain Panaka. However, while Cor-
bino was winning the battle, Anakin won the war. 
Schoose started with a hand full of Anakin cards to 
Corbino’s one star fighter card. Anakin went 5 for 5 

in rolls, shutting down the droids and 
winning the game and title in record 
time. The Final had lasted all of 25 
minutes. 

John Schoose, IL

Top Laurelists
Larry Lingle, PA 118
Brian Sutton, MD 105
Karl Henning, CT 57
Bill Morse, VA 54
Alex Bell, MD 39
John Schoose, IL 36
Buddy Sinigaglio, CO 34
Andrew Wilson, NJ 30
Nick Page, on 30
William Sparks, MD 30

2012 Results
John Schoose, IL
Keith Corbino, CT
Ted Lange, GA
O Brian Sutton, MD
O Ken Whitesell, PA
O Marilyn Flowers, MD

 Buddy Sinigaglio, CO

44   2002-2012

2012 Results
Dominic Blais, qc
Dan Eppolito, PA
Henry Dove, MD
Robert Murray, NJ
O Cliff Ackman, PA
O David Gagne, qc

 Eric Engelmann, MD

177   2009-2012

Top Laurelists
Eric Freeman, PA 88
Cary Morris, NC 82
Dominic Blais, qc 60
Dan Eppolito, PA 58
Henry Dove, MD 40
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 40
Christopher Ellis, FL 40
Virginia Colin, VA 34
Alex Bove, PA 30
Stefan Mecay, TX 30

Dominic Blais, qc

Stone Age (STA)

The event broke the 100-entrant yardstick for 
the fourth time in as many years. Despite 25 

tables Monday, 22 Wednesday, 23 Thursday, and 
13 on Friday, no player was turned away by a 
game shortage, although we twice used the very 
last games from the library. Every table was a 
4-player game, although the GM had to be draft-
ed several times to accomplish that. It came close 
on two occasions, but no finish had to be adjudi-
cated for time. No player problems were brought 
to my attention, although I twice had to explain 
that discussion (by the players only) in multi-
player games is permitted (and expected), while 
criticism of play is not.

The semifinal pitted 16 multi-heat winners at 
four tables with other proven players. The two 
runners-up of this round with the best percentage 
of the scores at their table gained fifth and sixth 
place laurels. 

The Final opened with a bold play by Daniel 
Eppolito, for a two-resource spot triple hut mul-
tiplier, to be paid for with a brick roll. The lucky 
roll was 6-6-5. Rob Murray then hit the first dice 
bar with a 3-2-2-1. By game end, it was Dominic 
Blais in the lead with 190 points, including 36 civ, 
10 food, 15 tools, and 14 people, with no unused 
resources to collect his first of two titles for the 
week. Eppolito’s big, hungry family 
scored 168, Henry Dove’s balanced 
approach netted 156, and Murray’s 
tool program had 144 as prehistoric 
Black & Decker had a bad day. 

Speed Circuit (SCT)

Schulz and Keller bid highest for starting posi-
tions in the Final, with ten other qualifiers be-

hind them in the following order: Newbury, Ta-
tum, Hancock, Rae, Long, Fleckenstein, Nicholson, 
Welage, Mossman, and Passacantando. Schulz 
used his high start speed and solid line to break 
away early, rolling a chance in Corner 3 with his 
red skill chip, giving him a huge lead. In Corner 
5, Long over-plotted to gain initiative and the line, 
which allowed him to jump into third temporarily. 

By Lap 2, Schulz was running low on tire wear 
and Keller caught him on Corner 3. Long, Tatum, 
and Hancock had also caught the leaders. In Cor-
ner 4 the leaders both slowed to block the pack, 
but Long force passed and took the lead. Long and 
Schulz made it through the next corner, but Keller 
slowed and sat on the line. Big mistake. Hancock 
attempted to force pass him, slamming into his car, 
and causing both to spin. Schulz then over-plotted 
in Corner 7, passing the Chance Table again to 
make it through the corner and again take the lead.

Heading into the Lap 3 straightaway, it was 
Schulz, Long and Tatum, with Rae close be-
hind. Rae, however, had more wear and took 
Corners 4 and 5 faster, gaining the lead. Long 
was blocked in Corner 5, late-braked and spun 
out. This allowed Fleckenstein and Mossman to 
move in behind the leaders heading into the fi-

nal corners. Rae’s superior tire 
wear got him through faster 
to become our 18th different 
champion in 21 years.

Bruce Rae, bc

Top Laurelists
Scott Cornett, FL 166
Doug Schulz, MD 134
Terry Schulz, PA 116
Kevin Keller, MD 107
Gerald Lientz, VA 81
Jimmy Fleckenstein, VA 78
Lane Newbury, TX 66 
John Welage, OH 64
Dennis Nicholson, NY 60
Bruce Rae, bc 56

2012 Results
Bruce Rae, bc
Terry Schulz, PA
Tim Mossman, MD
Jim Fleckenstein, VA
O John Welage, OH
O Don Tatum, MD

 Chris Long, PA

30   1991-2012

2012 Results
Bill Thomson, TX
Pete Pollard, TN
Andrew Cummins, uk
Phil Grasha, PA
O Scott Bramley, NJ
O Eric Stranger, OH

 Bill Thomson, TX

17   1991-2012

Top Laurelists
Pete Pollard, CA 232
Bill Thomson, TX 220
Andrew Cummins, uk 170
Eric Stranger, OH 95
David Bronkhorst, VA 86
Phil Grasha, PA 78
Mike Pacheco, CA 78
Chuck Leonard, PA 40
Scott Bramley, NJ 36
Michael Hennessy, VA 30

Bill Thomson, TX

Squad Leader (SQL)

A reduced field nonetheless featured six 
past champions touting 16 of the pre-

vious 22 titles. Those on hand remained a 
prolific bunch—logging 48 games—almost six per 
player. The qualifiers for the elimination rounds 
were Phil Grasha in the top seed against #4 seed 
Pete Pollard, and Bill Thomson vs the defending 
champion Andrew Cummins. All four sported titles 
in their resumes.

Long time rivals Pollard and Thomson emerged 
to contest a Final of COI scenario TS2 ‘Pavlov’s 
House’ with Bill leading the German assault on the 
Russian building. Mental exhaustion was apparent 
as WBC entered Day 8. For the first three of seven 
turns, Bill repeatedly attacked the same target hex 
despite a blocked LOS! 

Running out of time and needing to make a bold 
charge across open ground, Bill sensed that Pete’s tin-
kering with his few remaining Russian defenders had 
created an opportunity. The German infantry stack, 
composed of a 9-2 leader and three squads, dashed for-
ward to Pavlov’s House, surviving both a 4 IFT-2 crew-
manned LMG attack and a sniper shot at the 9-2. Once 
in the building, each side lost a squad in the ensuing 
point blank mayhem. The Victory Conditions required 
having the most squads inside Pavlov’s House. Since 
the Russian force was depleted, the small foothold that 
Bill’s ‘sprinters’ achieved was enough to secure victory. 
The ensuing desperate Russian move 
initiated close combat that went in the 
Germans favor to end the game and 
hand Bill Thomson his third SQL title.
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Through the Ages (AGE)

Reigning Caesar Randy Buehler and 
fellow 2011 finalist Zvi Mowshow-

itz ran the table in the three heats as did 
Sceadeau d’Tela. Sceadeau introduced the game 
to his Greenspielers group a year ago and they 
managed to claim four of the semifinal and half 
of the laurel slots. All three triple winners won 
again in the semi’s to advance and were joined 
by a third 2011 finalist: Andrew Emerick. 

The early turns placed a priority on the mili-
tary track. All three copies of Knights went for 
multiple civil actions. Randy also claimed War-
fare, though it sat in his hand for a long time 
because an early Iron fell to him for one action 
when he had six rocks on his board to immedi-
ately promote two bronze workers. Those iron 
workers also helped feed his people thanks to 
an effective Trade Agreement pact with Zvi.

The outcome was all but decided as Age 2 
arrived. Randy already had a Theologist and 
St Peter’s Basilica. Michaelangelo was one of 
the last two Age 1 cards off the deck, and it 
slid down to one action just as Randy began 
his first Age 2 turn, which was a doozy: Draft 
Michaelangelo, Play Michaelangelo, Increase 
Population, Build Theologist. This gave Randy 
a culture rate of 12 per turn, and since he had 
spent most of Age 1 building mili-
tary he was also the strongest. He 
outran the field with 188 points 
followed by Zui with 125, An-
drew 122 and Sceadeau 115.

Randy Buehler, WA

Top Laurelists
Randy Buehler, WA 146
Jason Ley, WA 108
Zvi Mowshowitz, NY 60 
Joel Lytle, NY 54
Raphael Lehrer, CA 52
Andrew Emerick, CT 42
Rob Flowers, MD 26
David Metzger, NY 24
Alan Sudy, VA 20
Sceadeau D’Tela, NC 18

2012 Results
Randy Buehler, WA
Ziv Mowshowitz, NY
Andrew Emerick, CT
Sceadeau T’Dela, NC
Cary Morris, NC
James Denam, NC

 Randy Buehler, WA

69   2008-2012

Thurn & Taxis (T&T)

A change to a 3-heat format set an attendance 
record but also meant that either two wins 

or a win in the first heat entered and a second 
in another heat were needed to qualify for the 
semifinals. There was one no-show, so five of the 
six players with the above qualifications joined 
ten double winners and three-time winner Alex 
Bove in the semifinals. The three former cham-
pions in attendance all qualified, along with two 
other former finalists, a 2-time Euroquest cham-
pion, and two former Euroquest semifinalists. 

Bad luck plagued all four finalists. Vien had to 
discard a route, putting him out of contention. The 
other three at some point used the Administrator 
to discard six cards to get a look at six new ones, 
only to find the choices poor enough that they 
opted to take a random card instead! The key mo-
ment came early, when Randy completed his third 
route; an 8-city monster that scored bonus chits for 
green, red-orange, and all colors, plus the 4-point 
chit for the first 7-city run. 

While Andy ultimately scored more bonus 
chits, Randy’s were scored earlier, and counted 
more. Amy also had an impressive pile of scor-
ing chits, but a couple of extra houses left un-
played spelled her demise. Randy completed his 
busy day of winning the T&T semifinals, then 
winning them again because he didn’t want to 
advance based on an illegal move. He then won 

the St. Pete tournament by 
winning the championship in 
a 27-26-25 squeaker.

Randy Buehler, WA

Top Laurelists
Andy Latto, MA 124
Anne Norton, NJ 75
Rob Kircher, RI 72
Randy Buehler, WA 61
Amy Rule, MD 48
Kyle Smith, PA 42
Jim Castonguay, PA 42
Tom DeMarco, NJ 40
Raphael Lehrer, MD 32
Aran Warszawski, is 30

2012 Results
Randy Buehler, WA
Amy Rule, MD
Andy Latto, MA
O Vien Bounma, NJ
O David Meyaard, NY
O Jay Fox, NJ

 Andy Latto, MA

127   2006-2012

2012 Results
Henry Allen, FL
Rich Meyer, MA
Vien Bounma, NJ
Steve Shambeda, PA
Sarah Beach, MD
O B. Berkenstock, NJ

 Claire Brosius, MA

203   2004-2012

Top Laurelists
Jay Fox, NJ 72
Virginia Colin, VA 70
Eric Monte, NY 70
Steve Shambeda, PA 69
Anni Foasberg, NJ 60
Kyle Greenwood, HI 60
John Faella, RI 60
Henry Allen, FL 50
Patrick Monte, NY 50
Lori Miskoff, NJ 48

Henry Allen, FL

Ticket to Ride (TTR)

Ticket to Ride carried over 200 passengers for the 
fifth straight year with a whopping 128 in the 

first heat. The amazing Bryan Berkenstock was our 
only triple winner. Bryan has had multiple wins for 
a number of years but remained laurel free until 
this year. Six double winners also enjoyed the pre-
liminaries. The highest single game score was Jen-
nifer Horan’s massive 190. She made nine tickets 
and got the most tickets bonus in 1910. 

Entering more than 100 people for a heat has 
always been an organizational challenge we’ve put 
considerable effort into solving. We want to give 
people the choice to play various versions and still 
get as many tables seated and playing as quickly 
as possible. To that end, my assistant Conductor 
Sarah Beach and volunteer efforts by Curt Collins, 
Jennifer Horan and Deb Yaure were invaluable.

During the semifinals we had two winners 
complete the most tickets the tournament has seen 
to date; Steve Shambeda with 13 and Vien Bounma 
with 11. 

The four finalists were all new to the Final 
platform—at least in this event. Rich Meyer, Vien 
Bounma, Steve Shambeda and Henry Allen all 
had different strategies. The northeast got built 
up amazingly fast, but the standout feature of the 
game was the fistful of cards that Henry took. At 
one point almost half the deck was in his hand. 
Henry made his three initial tick-
ets and then he promptly built 
four six-train sections to take the 
win at 144 points. 

2012 Results
Bill Beckman, SC
Harry Flawd, PA
Terry Coleman, CA
Jack Beckman, MI
O Tim Rogers, SC
O Roderick Lee, CA

 Harry Flawd, PA

41   1991-94, 96-12

Top Laurelists
Rich Moyer, MN 174
Harry Flawd, PA 170
Bill Beckman, SC 108
Terry Coleman, CA 60
Chris Palermo, NY 47
Mark Giddings, NY 40
Randy Cox, SC 28
Ken Samuel, VA 28
Devin Flawd, PA 22
John Welage, OH 20

Bill Beckman, SC

Superstar Baseball (SSB)

Changes abounded. The main one was a new 
GM, who was replaced by an even newer 

GM! Filling in due to illness, a trio of regulars 
took the reigns, made some tweaks, and ran a 
pretty smooth event, all things considered. Two 
8-game season heats determined eight playoff 
teams. Tim Rogers’ ‘05 Astros topped Terry Cole-
man’s ’27 Yankees 3-2. Harry Flawd’s Red Sox 
beat Jack Beckman’s ’45 Tigers 6-0 behind Josh 
Beckett who apparently could pitch in 2007. Rod-
erick Lee’s ’63 Dodgers beat Kolbe DiGiulio’s ‘95 
Braves, and Bill Beckman’s ’48 Indians downed 
Steve Munchak’s ‘98 Yankees to complete the 
Quarterfinals.  

Bill toppled Roderick and Harry defeated Tim 
in the semis. The Final was a best-of-three series. It 
started with Dice K vs Lemon. The Indians won 8-6 
to take a 1-0 lead. Game 2 had Bearden vs Schilling 
as gaming’s most famous pitcher took the hill for 
the Sox. Boston took a 2-0 lead and Schilling made 
it 3-1 by driving in Ortiz. The Indians tied it in the 
seventh, but in the ninth, pinch hitter Eric Hinske 
doubled home Ortiz to tie the series. 

The rubber game was even better with the 
Indians taking a 4-1 lead into the ninth. Two 
outs later, the bags were full for Coco Crisp. A 
roll of 18 would provide a walkoff grandslam. 

Bill couldn’t bare to look as Feller 
secured the third out, giving Bill his 
first SSB title. Feller went 6-0 during 
the tournament with six complete 
games to join Bill’s personal HOF.   
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Twilight Imperium (TWI)

Six winners and two alternates became 
finalists. (We use the in-game tiebreak 

rules to determine rank and take the top 
ones as alternates.) Many of the finalists were fa-
miliar names with only one player who had not 
been in a prior Final.

We introduced a new custom map for the 
championship game. We chose between three map 
options and opted for a 3-galaxy map with many 
wormholes to keep all home systems tight. No 
one was more than four systems away from one 
another’s home system. This made for a balanced 
game where players could spread out, but needed 
to keep a strong deterrent force if they wanted to 
avoid being overrun. 

The finalists included six of the top ten rated 
players. The players and their races were Peter 
Putnam - Xxcha, James Griffith - Jol Nar, Rob Ols-
son - Winnu, Pete Walsh - L1z1x, Michael Buccheri 
- the Naalu, Will Kenyon - Mentak, Matt O’Connor 
- The Arborec, and Pat Neary - the Saar. The game 
went the distance, ending on Victory Points in a 
record time of six hours! 4th ranked Pete Putnam 
and the often-maligned Xxcha made the ten-point 
victory requirement first with three other players 
close behind at nine VP and an additional three 
who were still in striking distance at eight VP. Had 
the game gone another round it would have been 
a tossup for the win, but Pete man-
aged to hold onto his home system 
and score the needed points to trig-
ger the game end. 

2012 Results
Dan Strock, PA
Bruce Rae, bc
David Finberg, MA
Sean McCulloch, OH
Kevin Hillock, VA
O Akihisa Tabei, jp

 Bruno Wolff, WI

37   1991-2012

Top Laurelists
Dave Finberg, MA 289
Aaron Fuegi, MA 263
David des Jardines, CA 185
Dan Strock, PA 152
Jason Ley, GA 146
Rich Atwater, WA 123
Brian Sutton, MD 117
Kevin Hillock, VA 100
Steve Koleszar, VA 84
Ed Rothenheber, MD 70

Dan Strock, PA

Titan (TTN)

Steve Koleszar was leading his semifinal but 
withdrew due to the heat, leaving Brian Sut-

ton in the lead. His titan and Akihisa Tabel’s en-
gaged in mutual attrition, allowing Dan Strock to 
teleport onto Brian’s titan to advance. In Semifi-
nal 2, Jonathan Barnes’ titan legion was trapped 
between two legions of Aaron Fuegi and Bruce 
Rae. Bruce was then able to attack Kevin Hillock’s 
titan with his own serpent legion, summoning an 
archangel to win a close battle in what Bruce re-
marked was the best Titan game of his life. Tom 
Johnston recruited all ten colossus in Semifinal 3 
but the rarer feat was that David Finberg was able 
to defeat him despite facing ten colossus. Pete 
Gathmann was eliminated in Semifinal 4 by Da-
vid des Jardins who emerged from the battle with 
a 12-point titan and two angels. Sean McCulloch 
then pulled the same stunt vs David to advance.

The Final was moved to a cooler location to 
escape Lampeter’s anticipated lava flow. It was a 
good decision since all four players were at it for 
a long time. On Turn 33, Sean resigned when his 
titan legion was stripped. Soon afterwards, David 
attacked Dan’s guardian, warlock and five rang-
ers with his own titan, a serpent, two behemoths 
and three gorgons. Despite David’s advantage, 
the battle went south and became a mutual. Sev-
eral turns later Dan was able to catch 
Bruce’s 12-point titan, an angel, two 
behemoths and a gorgon with two 
giants, two warbears and two rang-
ers to win his first Titan title. 

2012 Results
Matt Calkins, VA
Devon Miller, VA
Jordan Shea, CT
O Steve Shambeda, PA
O John Coussis, VA
O Anna Rinko, VA

 Greg Crowe, MD

105   1997-2012

Top Laurelists
Matt Calkins, VA 60
Rebecca Hebner, CA 57
Alan Witte, NJ 50
Jordan Shea, CT 42
Harry Flawd, PA 42
Joseph Sposito, NJ 40
Devin Flawd, PA 38
Bruce Monnin, OH 38
Dan Eshleman, NC 36
Kaarin Engelmann, VA 35

Matt Calkins, VA

Titan: The Arena (TTA)

Close games were the rule. Thirteen 
of the 33 preliminary games were 

decided by a single point. Another four 
were decided by tiebreakers, and one of those 
was a three-way tie! 24 of the 31 qualifying win-
ners appeared for the semifinal round so only one 
alternate was added to complete five 5-player 
games. If anything, the competition increased in 
Round 2, as three of those games were decided by 
two points or less. The exception to this rule was 
Matt Calkins who used his own special ability of 
convincing other players that he wasn’t a threat 
so well that, in the last round, he would have won 
regardless of which of the four remaining crea-
tures perished.

 The first round of the Final had many more 
card plays than normal as the players probed to 
see where loyalties lied. Of course, this meant 
that the draw deck would be exhausted sooner, 
limiting options. Things came to a head in the 
third round when Steve Shambeda played the 
Head Referee, exposing both Matt Calkins’ and 
Jordan Shea’s secret bets on the Titan. However, 
by that time cards were dwindling. Even Devon 
Miller’s usually effective negotiating skills were 
hampered, and Matt ended the game by choosing 
to kill one of his other bets to save his Titan. That 
left him and Devon tied with 10, but since he had 

a bet on the creature he’d just killed, 
Matt won the tiebreaker and became 
the first two-time champion in our 
16-year run.

Tigers in the Mist (TIM)

The Germans won ten of 16 games. It was the 
most lop-sided result in the history of the 

event. Did the blame belong to improved Ger-
man play, coincidence or just a small sample 
size? There was very little bidding, all for the US, 
with two bids at 0.5 and two at 1.5. The Germans 
won three of them. By the start of Round 4, Char-
lie led at 3-0 with Bryan Eshleman, Ray Freeman, 
Tom Thornsen and Jim Kramer within striking 
distance at 2-1. When Bryan dropped out, Round 
4 and the tournament came down to two games.

Jim bid 1.5 to play the US, so Ray happily 
obliged him. Things went very well out of the 
gate for the Germans and Bastogne, Baraque, 
Trois Ponts and Neufchateau all fell on 18-1. The 
Germans secured a bridgehead over the Ourthe 
on the next impulse. Jim’s bid doomed him as 
Ray was guaranteed the win by taking Bastogne 
on the 18th. 

Tom Thornsen took the Germans with no 
bid vs Charles Drozd. This was a brutal game 
through the 16th, where both sides scored many 
hits but Tom emerged the winner to leave us 
deadlocked with three players at 3-1. Each had 
beaten one and lost to the other. Applying pre-
tourney tiebreakers did not yield a winner. Prop-
erly chastised, the GM was forced to research 
standard swiss tiebreaking schemes. Hours later 

it was determined that Charlie 
had won and Ray would have to 
go back to the drawing board for 
better tiebreakers next year.

Charles Drozd, IL

Top Laurelists
Ray Freeman, CA 232
Bryan Eshleman, NC 125
Tom Thornsen, NY 109
Mike Mishler, CA 96
Jim Winslow, ME 90
Rick Young, NC 73
Brad Jones, FL 60
Charles Drozd, IL 36
Robert Mull, CO 36
Murray Cowles, uk 32

2012 Results
Charles Drozd, IL
Ray Freeman, CA
Tom Thornsen, NY
O Jim Kramer, PA
O Bob Hamel, CT
O Bryan Eshleman, NC

 Ray Freeman, CA

17   2000-2012

Peter Putnam, PA

Top Laurelists
Dan Raspler, NY 60
Michael Buccheri, MD 54
Peter Putnam, PA 48
Will Kenyon, GA 30
Peter Walsh, PA 27
Rob Olsson, MD 24
Joe Harrison, KY 18
James Griffith, MD 12
Ed Jones, uk 12
Patrick Neary, NY 6

2012 Results
Peter Putnam, PA
Peter Walsh, PA
James Griffith, MD
O Rob Olsson, MD
O Michael Buccheri, MD
O Matt O’Connor, NJ

 Robert Buccheri, MD

23   2009-2012
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2012 Results
Curt Collins II, PA
Barb Flaxington, NJ
Brandon Bernard, PA
O Bruce Reiff, OH
O Christin Kolstad, OH
O Sean McCulloch, OH

 Bruce Reiff, OH

38   2000-2012

Top Laurelists
Arthur Field, SC 92
Curt Collins II, PA 90
Bruce Reiff, OH 57
Luke Koleszar, VA 48
Jeff Mullet, OH 43
Steve Shambeda, PA 42
Fred Minard, PA 35
Joe Lux, NY 34
Bruce Young, SC 30
Jamie Tang, MD 30

Curt Collins II, PA

Union Pacific (UNP)

Attendance took a 20% hit due to more Monday 
events, but we still began with ten boards. The 

winners of Round 1 were Jon Anderson, Owen Ky-
rollos, Jason Ley, Christin Kolstad, Sean McCulloch, 
Curt Collins II, yours truly, Barb Flaxington, Kathy 
Stroh, and Sam Packwood. Nine boards continued 
to Round 2. Brandon Bernard, Sam Packwood, and 
Curt Collins II emerged as double winners. Round 
3 then began with all those still in contention paired 
together. Bernard became the last unbeaten, defeat-
ing Collins (who took second and advanced) and 
Packwood whose last place finish kept him out of 
the Final. Barb Flaxington and myself both won to 
advance with two firsts and a second.

The Final started by Brandon deciding from the 
second seat NOT to invest in the UP. The three of us 
would not cave on the UP and Brandon bought the 
last one to even the distribution. Curt ended Round 
2 whining about his position, Barb was sneakily 
building yellow in the corner and I was working 
the red and white lines which in combination with 
my remaining draws effectively ended my chances. 
Barb slowly and quietly continued building her 
empire. 

Unfortunately for her, the game ended one round 
too early and just in time for Curt. Brandon had suffered 
from taking an early lead and having everyone pick at 
his holdings. The result was that Curt successfully de-
fended his title with 108 points to 
Barb’s 106, Brandon’s 98 and my 96. 
Everyone got a plaque but me. Some-
where Don was smiling.

Vegas Showdown (VSD)

The closest preliminary involved three players 
that would ultimately qualify for the semifinals. 

Redie Smith’s 78 bested Cary Morris (74), Dusty 
Usner (73), and Randy Buehler (70). The biggest 
win belonged to Sceadeau D’Tela, who won by 23 
points. The heats generated 24 different winners, 20 
of whom appeared for the next round, so no alter-
nates advanced. 

The closest semifinal game overall from top to 
bottom was Redie Smith’s win over Andrew Emer-
ick, who finished tied at 56 with Redie advancing due 
to an extra $9. Kyle Smith and Steve Cuccaro were 
nearby with 49 points apiece. Two other semifinals 
were even closer at the top. The money tiebreaker 
made winners of Lachlan Salter over Don Tatum by 
$7 and Cary Morris over Eric Monte with little more 
than loose change. It was the third straight year that 
Eric barely missed the Final and the closest miss yet. 
The largest victory went to Rob Kircher who finished 
17 points over 2010 champ Randy Buehler. Curt Col-
lins won the last game by 3 over John Weber.

Slots quickly lost value in the Final. By Turn 4, 
they were going for the minimum bid. Amazingly, 
Redie’s tableau contained only five types of room; 
two Lounges, three Fancy Lounges, three Slots, 
two Fancy Slots, and two Restaurants. However, he 
scored ten diamond points in achieving one of only 
three “anti-income” wins in the tour-
nament while earning 0 points for 
revenue OR population. The scores 
were Redie 71, Lachlan 65, Cary 61, 
Rob 58, and Curt 51.

Redie Smith, NC

Top Laurelists
Eric Freeman, PA 48
Nick Page, on 36
Andrew Gerb, MD 33
Redie Smith, NC 30
Steven LeWinter, NC 30
Randy Buehler, WA 30
Lachlan Salter, on 18
Sceadeau D’Tela, NC 18
Cary Morris, NC 12
Rob Flowers, MD 12

2012 Results
Redie Smith, NC
Lachlan Salter, on
Cary Morris, NC
O Rob Kircher, RI
O Curt Collins II, PA
O Eric Monte, NY

 Eric Freeman, PA

68   2008-2012

2012 Results
Richard Irving, CA
Wm. Kendrick, uk
Ray Stakenas II, CA
O Ed Kendrick, uk
O Ray Stakenas, MI
O Bruce Young, SC

 Jim Burnett, TN

25   1991-2012

Top Laurelists
John Emery, SC 197
Bruce Young, SC 153
Ray Stakenas II, MI 118
Bruce Wigdor, NJ 104
Ray Stakenas Sr, MI 70
Ed Kendrick, uk 60
Paul Wright, PA 52
Ralph Gleaton, SC 48 
Larry Davidson, CA 46
Richard Irving, CA 42

Richard Irving, CA

Up Front (UPF)

The event started its usual Thursday run in 
the same old way with many of the same 

players—although they had to show their stern-
er side by trading in their usual arctic gear for 
tropical kit in the Lampeter swamp. The quality 
of the field was demonstrated by 16 shields dis-
tributed among seven former champs in atten-
dance. The elimination rounds began with two 
father-son pairs; a third such possible combina-
tion denied when John Emery was left on the 
sidelines for the first time in recent memory by 
a tiebreaker for the last slot. Four different sce-
narios were chosen for the quarterfinals. Rich-
ard Irving ended Ray Stakenas’ perfect record 
in Scenario T, son Ray beat Herbert Gratz in B, 
and the Kendricks held serve with Ed defeating 
Kevin Emery in F as son William schooled Bruce 
Young in L. 

Family loyalty only goes so far as Ed was 
shown the door in the semifinals by his son in 
scenario E. In the other bracket, Richard ended 
Ray Jr’s day in Scenario F. All that remained was 
to determine a brand new first-time champion as 
Richard took the Russians in City Fight against 
William’s Germans and carried the day for his 
first UPF title after many years of regular partici-
pation. And it all hinged on a card draw to qualify 

for the last playoff spot! In the father-
son competition, all the youngsters 
surpassed their fathers. This in and 
of itself bodes well for the strength of 
this classic in the future.

Twilight Struggle (TWS)

Cold Warriors appear to be heartier than other 
wargamers as our attendance actually rose in 

the Lampeter sweatbox. In addition, more games 
(78) were played as many took advantage of the new 
swiss format to play more rounds, indicating that 
TWS is one of the few events strong enough to justify 
a true swiss format. Indicative of this was Matthieu 
Pare-Paquin who missed the first round but won his 
next four games to take fourth place. The tournament 
used, apparently ineffectively, the Chinese Civil War 
variant that prevents early Russian play of Red Scare 
to address balance issues. In addition, typical bids 
gave the US 2-3 additional influence at start.

After four rounds, three unbeatens remained: 
Riku Riekkinen, Chris Withers, and Paul Sampson. 
Philip Burgin-Young was randomly selected among 
those with one loss to complete the final four. Riku 
was paired with Paul, and accepted the Americans 
for a bid of 3. The USSR took an early edge with some 
good coup rolls and early play of Destalinization. 
Riku nonetheless controlled the tempo for significant 
periods. Riku played Wargames on Turn 10 to win. 
In the other match, the Russians faltered early and 
Chris never let Philip recover.

Riku took the Soviets in the Final with a bid of 
3. Early Destalinization enabled the Russians to gain 
a favorable position in Asia, which the Americans 

partially offset by taking Europe. Riku 
again dropped Wargames for the win 
on Turn 9. 

Game play again favored the Rus-
sians with a 49-29 edge

Riku Riekkinen, fn

Top Laurelists
Stefan Mecay, TX 413
Chris Withers, CA 161
Keith Wixson, NJ 134
Rick Young, NC 100
Chris Byrd, CT 82
Marvin Birnbaum, NY 78
Riku Riekkinen, fn 60
Bill Edwards, VA 54
Bruce Monnin, OH 46
Paul Sampson, OH 43

2012 Results
Riku Riekkinen, fn
Chris Withers, CA
Paul Sampson, OH
M. Pare-Paquin, qc
O Randy Pippus, on
O David Amidon, PA

 George Young, VT

64   2006-2012
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